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c H A P. XVII. 
4 new Acquaintance. | 


Mu. Walkers brought home to dinner 
with him, Mr. Bently. — Mr. Wellers, 
when he laid aſide his religious fits (and 
that was as often as he had chearful com- 
pany) was a good-hearted old man, who 
was too much wrapped up in his wife 
not to reſpect her gueſt : Bently, Anna 
had never ſeen, though both gentlemen 
bad heard ſufficiently. of, ſo bad a woman 
being at Layton. The chearful meal paſt 
with that mutual ſatisfaCtion, peace in the 


Vor. III. „ breaſt, 


2 . 6 
breaſt; _ plenty on the board, may be 
ſuppoſed to inſpire. 

As ſoon as dinner was, over Anna 
roſe to be gone; when Mr. Bently, taking 
hold of her ſtruggling hand, adviſed her 
not to attempt walking by herſelf, Alarmed, 

\ ſhe begged to know what ſhe had to fear? 


« Fear, ſweet maid,” anſwered he; why 
« your dangers are ſo manifold I can hardly 


* repeat them all: in the firſt place, here 


« is old Roger Bently, a hale widower of 
te ſeventy-three, finds himſelf ſtrangely 
* tempted to run away with you; then 
_ © you are convicted on the evidence of the 
* envy of the women, and the admiration 
cc of the men, of the high crime of beauty, 


ec and the monſtrous phenomenon of humi- 


ce lity and modeſty; the firſt they can- 
not take from you, but the two laſt 
ec they will contrive ſo to disfigure, you 


& will not yourſelf know them to be your 


on; and laſtly”, continued he, lower- 
ing his voice, © there is a certain hand- 
> an * of horſe-whipping me- 
1 er 
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& mory, whoſe violence, more pleafing, is 
e conſequently more dangerous than all.“ 

Anna had no idea this was the perſon on 
whom Edwin had wrecked his diſappoint= 

ment and ill humour; her ſurpriſe at his 

q odd accoſtment was not ſo great as at that 

; diſcovery; Mrs. Wellers, laughing, ſaid, 

then if the fair damſel was in ſuch danger, 
it would be quite in his way to ſtand forth 
the champion of innocence—* Is ſhe really 
innocent,“ demanded Bently, with a ſuf- 
| ficient earneſtneſs. 

„Tou ſee the company te i is in,” faid 
Mrs. Wellers, 

Bently felt the reproof, and getting up, 
ſtriking his oaken towel (without which 
he never now ventured out) hard on the 
ground, told her he would be her cham- 
pion and her friend as long, and no longer 
than ſhe deſerved it— This rough kindneſs 
alarmed Anna ſo much, that ſhe was not 
capable of making him any anſwer, nor 


lution of walking home with her — Mrs. 


6 Bently's 


did ſhe find herſelf much eaſier by his reſo» © 


Wellers, who knew the goodneſs of Mr. 


8 — . 3... ae, ——— een ram 
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Bently heart (which under the appear- 
ance, of miſanthropy and obſtinate poſi- 
tiveneſs, veiled a ſenſibility which was often 
painful to himſelf, and a generoſity that 
was felt by every individual he could aſſiſt, 
without being hurt by their grateful ac- 


knowledgements) was rejoiced at the fa- 


vourable impreſſion ſhe ſaw he had received 
of our heroine ; and willing to increaſe a a 
partiality ſo viſible, ſaid they could all walk 
home with her: “ but come, Miſs Manſel,“ 


| faid the, © You ſhall give Mr. Bently a 


& ſong. Our .heroine was too ſenſible of 
her friend's kind intentions towards her, 
to heſitate at.complying with her requeſt; 
though very much againſt her inclinations 

in the preſent inſtance; ſhe ſung, therefore, 


Linley's | 


27:1 es from the day wy poor heart.” 


Bently s eyes bore witneſs to the pathos of 


the words, and the melody of the voice 
tranſported him out of himſelf — * Do 
« take notice, madam Wellers,” ſaid he, 
half ſobbing, « I will have no more of this 
4 Firl's 
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* pirl's ſongs ; I did not promiſe to make a 
fool of myſelf; but I ſuppoſe you under- 
te ftand muſic; do you play, Miſs ?? — 
« When ſhe can get an inſtrument,” ſaid 


Mrs. Wellers— A nod from Bently was 


all his anſwer. | 
They ſet out for the village in high good 
humour, Bently inſiſting on Anna's leaning 


on his arm, and were as cordially received 


by Dalton and his family, whoſe aſſiduities 
and reſpect to our heroine were equally new 
and unaccountable — Mrs. Dalton blamed 
her for walking in the heat, and for alarm- 
ing them by her long abſence — She was 
Peggy's dear Miſs Manſel ; and their obli- 
gations to Mrs. Wellers, for her kindneſs, 
were endleſs. 

Bently, whoſe religion conſiſted in the 
mere private practice of a particular kind 
of love to his fellow creatures, without ever 
entering the door of a church or meeting, 
except Eaſter, Whitſun, and Chriſtmas. 
days, held Dalton and all his ſe& (his 
friend Wellers only excepted) in contempt 


and diſlike, while that good mam looked 


B 3 on 
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vn Bently with abhorrence, as a reviler of 
religion, a prophaner of the ſabbath (as he 


actually more than once had ſuffered ſome 


young people he had invited to his houſe 
to ſtrike up a dance in his hall after tea, on a 
Sunday evening,) and an outcaſt of heaven. 
Few civilities were likely to take place 
between two people ſo oppoſite in their in- 


clinations to each other; Mr. Bently hardly 


fat down; he ſtaid only to bid Anna be ſure 
to ſeek. a friend at the Abbey — Mrs, 
Wellers was as little diſpoſed te prolong her 
ſtay; they were therefore ſoon at liberty to 
open. to their ward the ſplendid fortune 
that awaited her acceptance, 
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C HAP. LXVIIL 


The Rejection. 


A 8 Anna knew nothing of the friendly 
alliance entered into, between the right ho- 
nourable Lord Patrick Sutton, and the re- 
verend John Dalton, her ſurpriſe was not 
more excited- by the matter, which gave 
them ſuch evident pleaſure, than at the 
manner of ſuch a propoſal's being made ;. 
but while her whole heart rejected, with an- 
tipathy and contempt, the moſt diſtant 
idea of ſuch an union, ſhe had her doubts 
of its being ſeriouſly intended by Lord 


Sutton. Perfect maſter of diſſimulation 
ſhe knew him to be; once her bitter enemy, 


and ever the obje& of her diſlike, which 


The was at no pains to conceal, was it 
likely he could mean to unite himſelf to 


her ? — ſome myſtery, ſhe could not help 
B 4 think- 


with the following letter; _ _ 


5 A MN A. 


thinking, lay under this aſtoniſhing appear- 
ance, and as coming from him, could mean 
her no good. 

Mrs. Dalton was amazed fuch great for- 
tune had not the power of tranſporting her ; 
ſhe aſſured her over and over it was true, 


that ſhe would certainly be a great lady; 
| hoped ſhe would get Mr. Dalton a living; 


take Peggy to wait on her, and Billy a 


place; Jackey in the exciſe; and Polly, 


Sally, and Jenny, into ſomething or other; 
thoſe aſſurances, and thoſe expectations, 
were echoed by all preſent: ſhe inter- 


rupted not the volubility that appeared to 
have taken poſſeſſion of the family; but re- 


ſerved her ſentiments for the event, as ſhe 
was bid to expect the avowal of that great 
and good man's affection the next day: 
the evening paſſed in the utmoſt harmony; 
a bottle of Mrs. Dalton's beſt currant wine 
added to their hilarity, and they retired to 
dream of livings and fat capons. 

Before the family were aſſembled to 
breakfaſt next morning, a ſervant arrived 


To 
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To Miſs Maxs EL. 
«© MADAM, 1 
« Were not thoſe ſentiments of tender- 
neſs I feel for you founded on an unſur- 
mountable regard and long - cheriſned at- 


tachment, more ceremony might be re- 
quiſite on their avowal: I have told Mr. 


0 


Dalton my intentions of ſettling on 


you a handſome allowance, and making 
you Lady Sutton; you are too prudent 
not to be ſenſible I muſt forego many ad- 
vantages in this diſpoſal of my name and 
fortune; but my reliance: is on that, and 
the gratitude of your diſpoſition, which, 
together with my great love of your per- 
ſon, outbalances every argument of in- 


tereſt and ambition. 


1 wiſh the matter concluded imme- 
diately; Mr. Dalton may inſpect the 
writing, and I will follow this note if 
(which I think cannot be doubted) your 

anſwer be propitious ; till when, 
I am, my lovely girl, 
Your devoted 


Sur rON.“ 
B 5 While 


„ — 9 
* 


to A. 


While Anna was peruſing this proud of- 
fer, the Daltons were impatient to ſee, 
to congratulate her and themſelves, to 


ſpeak confirmation of their own hopes, 


and to aſſiſt in raiſing her's; they were 
ſeized with'wonder at her ſtay above ſtairs; 
the ſervant was very courteouſly aſked to 


walk in and fit down, and divers queſ- 


tions aſked about his good Lord. At 


length Mrs. Dalton's impatience carried 
her up ſtairs, ſhe found our heroine in the 


act of ſealing a letter, which, with great 


. compoſure, ſhe directed to Lord Sutton, 


and then accompanied her down. The 
perſon who brought the letter, was the 
great man's great man, viz. his ſervant 
out of livery, and the fame on whoſe ſa- 
gagity his Lordſhip depended fo much, at 
the time he was ſo good as to ſend our 
young ” heroine into the world for expe- 
rience. He was vaunting his own impor- 
tance to the gaping Dalton and his fim- - 
pering daughter, when Mrs. Dalton en- 
tered, followed by Anna, the good crea- 
ture not forming an idea a Lord could 

| | YG be 
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be rejected, ſtill running on in her eaſtle- 
building proviſion for her family, bleſſing 
the accident that threw the lucky orphan. 
ih their way, If 
The ſervant who had not the leaſt re- 
collection of her perſon, ſtood up, at 
their entrance, with the utmoſt reſpect, 
and received her letter for his maſter with 
a ſervility in his manner that ſhewed his. 
penetration; a treaty with ſo beautiful a 
creature, bore omens of the good fortune- 
of the negociation which this truſty do- 
meſtic knew how to make uſe of. As. 
ſoon as he was gone from the door, every 
Mouth was open with inquiries of the con- 
tents of the letter, and her anſwer, which 
laſt Mr. Dalton hinted he might have been 
conſulted on; ſhe produced the letter, he 
read it twice over,. making remarks as-he- 
went on, expatiating on the generoſity, 
the goodneſs of heart, the frankneſs of 
diſpoſition, and above all, the humility: 
of the writer, whoſe praiſes were echoed. 
by his wife and daughter.“ Well, my: 
« dear girl, ſaid Mrs. Dalton, now your an- 
ga B 6. «ſwer,, 


— — 
— 


- — 
— — 
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L ſwer ; I long to ſee that; I am ſure it is 
& clever, you have ſuch a knack at your 


* pen ;” ſhe preſented a paper with the 
rough copy, but it is not in the power of 
pen to paint the inſtant change of counte- 
nance, the ſurprize and dejection of one 


part, the rage and malice of the other, 


when Dalton read the following: 


« My Lozp, 


« Tamequally ignorant of the ſentiments 


of tenderneſs, or the regard on which 


they are founded, that gives your Lord- 
ſhip a right to wave any ceremony con- 
ſiſtent with your dignity, or due to me. The 
contents of your letter, my Lord, whether 
ſerious or ironical, it is not in my power 


to determine; but I frankly own, nothing 
coming from a man who, unprovokedly, 


eould ſo eſſentially injure an innocent or- 


Phan, can be either agreeable or eligible, 


in the common occurrences of life, much 
leſs when the ſacred union of marriage nw; 


3 ” 4 
| +4 « My 
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* My Lord, I really have the prudence 
to ſet too great a value on my own peace 
and happineſs, to ſacrifice either to your 
imaginary generoſity; nor will (I truſt) 
the gratitude of my diſpoſition be called 
for in the acknowledgment of any farther 
favour conferred by your Lordſhip on, 


My Lord, &c. &c. 


A. Manszi.” 


The paper fell from his hand as he con- 
cluded it, and his wife's face exhibited a 
variety of colours; ſpite and fury darted 
their rays from the eyes of Peggy; but 
ſpeech was denied to them all. 

Anna naturally concluded their own 
views might lead them to wiſh to fee a 
perſon on whom, ſhe confeſſed, they had 
many claims, in a ſituation to repay them 
every obligation ; but ſhe had no ſuſpicion 
they would look on her as a paſſive ma- 
chine, to work their own advantage with; 
little leſs could ſhe expect the ſcene that 
followed: „ 'Wretch, cried © ran 1 
n. 3 
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laſt, and have you, then, dared to ſend 
this fcraw] to that worthy nobleman, 
e who, ungrateful fool, doſt thou think 
e is bound to ſupport thy upſtart pride, 
„or how wilt thou pay what the law 
will enforce for thy maintenance and 
te bringing up, which I now demand, and 
_ & will inſtantly employ an officer to arreſt 
e thee for; you ſhall go, madam, to jail, 
and ſee if there, in want of food, rai- 
& ment, and every neceſſary of life, you 
* will find another Dalton !” With theſe 
words he went haſtily out of the room,. 
leaving Anna a ſtatue of ſurprize and 
terror; it was now her turn to be dumb, 
tears were likewiſe denied her; ſhe already 
ſaw herſelf in the rude hands of bailiffs, 
and anticipated the terror of the priſon ſhe 
was threatened with, Mrs. Dalton, though 
ſhe had. no idea her huſband could really 
intend a meaſure her conſcience told her 
was at once barbarous and unjuſt, was, 
in reality, ſo much diſpleaſed and hurt 
herſelf, that ſhe the readier adopted the 
conduct he had aſſumed, though, at the 
| | ſame 
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ſame time, ſhe was*ſure it was merely 
meant to intimidate her. Peggy, the un- 
| feeling Peggy, forſook the cauſe of her 
youth and ſex, to vent the moſt cruel re- 
proaches for Anna's ungrateful return to 
her father's charity, and reviled her, in 
the bittereſt terms, for her pride and po- 
verty; adding every inſult envy and ill 
nature could invent to her invectives. Tt 
is not probable an early period would have 
been put to her eloquence, had it not been 
interrupted by the ſudden fall off the 
chair, where ſhe ſat, of the unhappy ob- 
Jet to whom it was addreſſed. | 
Pale and motionleſs, when they beheld 
her at their feet, fright and terror took 
the place of anger; and dear ſelf being 
ſtill the object in view, operated now as 
ſtrongly in their endeavours to recover, 
as it had before done in reducing her to 
the ſituation ſhe was then in; they got her 
laid on a bed, unlaced, and almoſt waſhed 
ber with hartſhorn in vain, From the in- 
ſtant Dalton left the room, her ſenſes for- 
ſook her, nor had ſhe been ſenſible of a 


ſingle 
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ſingle reproach from either mother or 
daughter. To their mutual conſternation 
and diſmay, they found every effort to re- 
ſtore her to life ineffectual; they ſent to 
every probable place aſter Dalton; he was 
not to be found. They then began to have 
the moſt alarming fears for her life, 
and at length ſent for Dr. Collet; his 
{ſkill and attention, in half an hour, 
brought her to the appearance of ſenſe ; 
but her perfect recovery was preceded by 
a violent burſt of hyſterics. Collet found 
himſelf exceedingly intereſted for his patient, 
ſo lovely a woman he had never before 
ſeen, and the ſituation in which he found 
her, left not a doubt with him, but the 
diſorder was on her mind ;* and not- 


Withſtanding all he had heard concerning 


her, ſhe had ſo much the peculiar happi- 
neſs of bearing in her open countenance- 
the traits of innocence and ingenuity, 
that Collet became an inſtant convert to 
her looks: he aſked, with the voice of 
kindneſs, how ſhe found herſelf, and whe- 
ther there was any thing in his power, as : 
docs * 


doctor, or friend, that would ſooth or 
relie ve the evident diſtreſs of her mind; 
ſhe thanked him fervently for the humane 
offer, but ſaid, at preſent, ſhe had not 
ſufficiently the power of recollection to 
avail herſelf of his friendſhip, nor did 
ſhe chuſe wholly to decline it: ſhe ear- 
neſtly begged, then, to be left to her- 
ſelf, which was complied with on the 
part of Mrs, Dalton with ſome difficulty, 


CHA P. 'XLIX, 


The Elepement. 


Ir was by this time three o'clock, and 
no Dalton returned; her dread of his re- 
appearance was unſpeakable ; at firſt it 
occurred to her ſhe might go to Mrs. 
Wellers', but as that ſtep could not fail to 
enrage Dalton, what could ſhe hope from 
it but to be torn from her protection, or 
to be a tax on the generoſity of people 
who were little more than ſtrangers to her, 
to pay his demand. If the idea of Mr. 
Bently's particular charge preſented itſelf, 
it was accompanied by the ſame conclu- 
fion, and her return to Mrs. Manſel was, 
for that reaſon, rendered impracticable; 
but to continue under the roof of a man 
who could ſuffer ſuch a thought to enter 
his heart againſt "” was to put herſelf 

entirely 
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entirely in his power. As to Lord Sutton, j 
it was unfortunate for that paſſionate 
lover, that he never obtruded on the 
thoughts of his fair miſtreſs, unattended 
by ſome very untoward circumſtance by 
way of concomitant to the antipathy ſhe 
felt for him. 
When little more than an infant, he 
was diſcarded by Mrs. Melmoth, he was 
the perſon to whoſe baneful influence ſhe 
attributed that misfortune ; when ſhe loft 
the favour of Lady Edwin, he, was the 
ſuſpected, though ſecret enemy; and now 
when her heart was breaking with grief 
and apprehenſion, her miſery originated 
with bim; and could any circumſtance on 
earth induce her to heſitate one moment, 
whether to reject, at all riſks, or unite 
herſelf, for life, to a being ſhe held with 
ſo much reaſon in abhorrence ? His ſhe 
determined never to be; and no way 
offering to her imagination to avoid 
him but flight, it no ſooner ſtruck her 
as her only reſource, than ſhe inſtantly 
reſolved to put it into execution z but here 
again 
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again a thouſand difficulties occurred; ſhe 
Was wholly without acquaintance, deſti- 
tute of friends, and had very little money, 
not a creature in the created ſpace of nature 
could the apply to for protection or affiſ- 
tance; nevertheleſs, the alternative was too 
© horrible to ſuffer her to deliberate, her 

part was to eſolve. 

The ſtage, ſhe recollected, paſſed to- 
wards London at five o'clock ; could- ſhe 
but reach that ſhe would have hope. Mrs. 
Wellers was in London, on the inquiries 
after her character in Groſvencr ſquare; to 
her ſhe might eafily write, and by that 
means put it out of the cruel Dalton's 
power to be troubleſome to her friends; 
the idea that again brought Dalton and 
his threats to her mind, was ſo terrible, 
all fear of danger, all dread of throwing 
herſelf among ſtrangers vaniſhed; of the 
* wickedneſs and villany every where to be 
met with in the metropolis ſhe had heard, 
but it muſt be bad, indeed, if in any part 
worſe men than Sutton, or more barba- 
rous than Dalton were to be found ; the 

leaſt 
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leaſt delay might put it out of her power 
to eſcape; he might now be coming to put 
his threats in execution; that very night 
might be ſpent in a priſon, from whence ſhe 
could not be liberated, but at the expence 
of every thing dear to her; no time was 
therefore left for conſideration. 

Her bed room luckily contained all 5 
trunks, and what elſe of value ſhe could 
call her own; ſhe haſtily packed up a 
couple of gowns, ſome linen, and a few 
valuables, the late property of the deceaſed 
Mrs. Manſel; that done, the doctor's 
friendly offer recurred to her memory; ſhe 
begged the maid to call him without diſ- 
turbing her miſtreſs, who was at dinner; 
the girl, who very much reſpected her, 
obeyed, and Collet was introduced alone. 
to his fair patient. 

Her terror and agitation increaſing as 
the day advanced, her natural timidity 
gave way to the urgency of her affairs, 
ſhe therefore inſtantly aſked him if he 
was in earneſt m his offers to ſerve her? 
Upon his word he was. 


« Well, 


%. 


„ 


* Well, then, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, © it is of 
© the laſt importance to me to be able to 
ce quit this place direftly; I have not 
% a moment to Joſe, nor a friend in the 
«world; I am in debt to Mr. Dalton 
te more than is in my power to pay, but 
&« leave things of value behind me, thoſe 
© trunks are all full of good cloathes, 
« oiven me (burſting into tears) by a dear 
« friend who loved me; I have no wiſh but 
* to pay as far as all I have will go; will 
„you, Sir, be ſo good as to put your ſeal 
, on them for that purpoſe?” „I will 
do any thing you wiſh me,” ſaid the 

good-natured Collet, greatly moved. — 
God reward you, Sir,” anſwered ſhe : 
« gone favour more I have to aſk, which 
« js, your advice how I ſhall convey this 
bundle to the ſtage, unſeen by the fa- 
« mily.”—*< I will ſend my boy,” returned 
Collet, throw it out of the back win- 
«© dow, he ſhall receive and carry it round 
es the corner, whither you had beſt follow 


« the moment you can get out.” 


Mrs. 
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Mrs. Dalton now coming up, the doc- 
tor took himſelf off, firſt giving a ſignificant 
glance at the window. When he was gone, 
Mrs. Dalton began to wonder what was 
become of her huſband, where he could 
be gone, and on what errand; for what- 
ever he might ſay in his paſſion, ſhe was 
ſure, except very much provoked. indeed, 
he would never take the ſtep he had threa- 
tened Anna with ; to be ſure it was a very 
grievous thing to have a young perſon they 
had brought up as their own, and loved 
fo well, turn out ſo obſtinate, ſelf willed, 
and blind to her own intereſt, as well as 
theirs ; and after always behaving fo well 
to her, to have her refuſe an offer that 
would be the making of them all; but 
ſhe hoped, on ſeriouſly conſidering the 
importance and advantage of Lord Sutton's 
love, Anna, her dear Anna, would think 
better of it. The good woman who really 
loved our heroine, blended her happineſs 
ſo entirely with the intereſt of her own fa- 
mily, that ſhe perſuaded herſelf it was 
one and the fame thing, and her intreaties 
1 | were 
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were accompanied with tears. Anna had 
the gentleſt of human hearts, every in- 
ſtance of maternal tenderneſs now returned 
to her memory; ſhe recollected, with 
gratitude and affection, the expoſed ſtate 
of her infancy, and candidly owned to 
herſelf the hopes entertained of the age 
grandizement of their family through ſuch 
unexpected means, were natural; and, 
therefore, in conſequence, the diſappoint- 
ment bitter: ſhe was now, for the laſt 
time, perhaps, with a perſon who had 
been to her a careful good woman ; it 
was yet in her power to ſatisfy her own 
feelings, by amply rewarding the care ta- 
ken of her helpleſs years; or it was yet 
in her choice to abandon what had been to 
her a parental roof, and by expoſing her- 
ſelf to a pityleſs world, encounter evils of 
which ſhe had buta faint idea—her coward 
heart ſhrunk from the trial. But what was 
thedreadful alternative? Lord Sutton, proud, 
deſigning, and vindictive, was it probable 
he would forego a ſcheme, which, by bis 
own note, it was proved, had loſt him ſo 
| dear, 
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dear, of would he not rather ſeek revenge 
for the indignity offered his pride? Intereft 
ſhe well knew to be the god of Dalton's 
idolatry: fo rich, ſo. powerful a man, 
whoſe very name carried a taliſmanic influ- 
ence with narrow minds, wanted not the 
means, and it was idle to think he would 
want inclination; to prevail on him to act 
as he directed; the cruelty of his diſpoſi- 
tion the knew, and dreaded being its vic- 
tim; but to marry him, or indeed any 
other man but one in the world, ſhe would 
die firſt; and again, the terrors ſhe before 
felt at the thoughts of Dalton's return, 
ſeized” her, which, on her being forbid 
walking in the air, iticreaſed to ſuch a 
degree, it was with great difficulty ſhe 
was kept from fainting ; ſhe then begged 
to be left to reſt, as'ſhe' was too weak, 
and too much exhauſted for converſation, 
Mrs. Dalton, with her natural g06d hu- 
mour, deſired her to think on what ſhe 
had ſaid, and put it in her power to in- 
form Mr. Dalton, when he came home, 
of her reſolution to apologize to Lord 
+=: Yorz HI. C Sutton 
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Sutton for the rude and improper letter 
ſhe ſent him. Anna's eyes filled with 
tears as Mrs. Dalton affectionately embra- 
ced her at parting; again her reſolution 
. wavered—when caſting her eye towards the 
window, ſhe ſaw Collet's lad; that inſtant, 
therefore, was the criſis of her fate; no 
time muſt be loſt in deliberation; ſhe 
threw out the bundle, and recommending 
herſelf and her cauſe to the protection of 
heaven, ſtole. down, unperceived, through 
a back door, into a lane, from whence a 
foot path croſſed a field, out of the ſight 
of the houſe, and led to the high road; 
at the ſtile ſhe found the lad waiting 
with her things, and in half a minute the 
ſtage, which Collet had ordered to ſtop 
there, drew up; fortunately it had no 
_ other paſſenger; ſhe haſtily got into it, 
and drawing up the ſhutter, which was 
half wood and half glaſs, took breath. 
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The Storm. . 


Is the firſt, hurry. of Anna's ſpirits, ſhe 
knew not whether to lament or rejoice at 
the ſucceſs of her ſcheme; her unfriended 
ſituation, and total ignorance of any part 
of London, but that leaſt eligible for her 

to be ſeen in, or any one perſon to whom, 
in her preſent ſituation, ſhe could properly 
apply, ſo ſhocked her imagination, that 


the coach no ſooner moved off than her 


courage failed; fear and apprehenſion. 
tempted her to return; ſuppoſe ſhe went 
to Mrs. Wellers only to try whether a man, 
who had brought her up with his o- ]wn 
children, could really be ſo cruel, ſo in- 
human; or whether his threats were not, 
as Mrs. Dalton ſaid, the effects of paſ- 
ſion, which would be forgot when that 


C2 was 
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was over; at worſt, ſhe could but leave 
the Hill privately, if he 1 in his 
demands. 

This new plan, aided * the recoiling 
of her imagination. at the dreary proſpect 
before her, had well nigh been adopted, 
when over the top of the ſhutter, as ſhe was 
going to caſt a wiſhful look on the place 
the: had left, a hackney coach paſſed, in 
which ſhe plainly ſaw the hated viſage of 
Lord Sutton in earneſt conference with Dal- 
ton a ſight ſoconfirming to her worſt fears, 
turned the ſcale: ſhe threw herſelf on her 
knees, to thank Heaven for having in- 
ſpired her with reſolution. to fly from. 
the ſnare laid for her, and again endea- 
voured to think of ſome place, where ſhe 

might be ſor the preſent, fecure from the 
ecvils ſle bad eſcaped, as well as thoſe to 
_- which ſhe might be ſtill liable: after turn 

ing in her mind every poſſible means of pro- 
curing a ſafe and creditable lodging, ſhe 
was-obliged to leave that effential point to 


 —_— 


A N N A. 29 


It was about half paſt x when the ſtage 
got to Whitechapel ; the firſt Rand they 
came to, ſhe deſired the driver to call her a 
hackney coach, and changed her vehicle 
without having yet determined where to 
go; after being- repeatedly aſked by the 
coachman where ſhe was to drive, not being 
able to recollect any other place, ſhe an- 
ſwered Weſtminſter — < Weſtminſter!” 
repeated the man, is a large place you 
© may as well order me to drive to Lon» 
don What part muſt I go to?“ This 
queſtion, fimple as it was, confuſed and 
diſturbed her; after ſome heſitation, ſhe 
anſwered « The Abbey.” — The man 
mounted his box and drove off, Every 
ſtep they went filled her with unſpeakable 


apprehenſions they ſhould ſoon reach their 


journey's end: where upon earth could ſne 
go then, whoſe exiſtence ſeemed: of conſt - 
quence to no creature living: even the 
ſhelter of a hackney coach had a degree 
of comfort attending it; yet of that ſhe 
ſhould ſoon be deprived. Every buſy face 
ſhe paſſed, however mean their appearance; 
3361 i C3 were 
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were objects whoſe ſituations were in com- 


pariſon of hers, enviable — They had a 


home; they had connections; they were 


not deſtitute of the endearing ties of blood : 
even the wretched wanderer, who knows 
nor where to lay his head, could ſhare his 


miſeries with parents, children, or ſome 
kind relatives, who would feel for, if they 
could not relieve his diſtreſs. In the midſt 
df thoſe inſupportable reflections, it began 


to thunder and lighten, the rain poured in 


torrents from the heavens, and the coach- 
man, impatient himſelf to obtain ſhelter 
u either drove on at u furidvs 
rate Anna was naturally terrified at thun- 
dier; it was a weakneſs ſhe was particularly 

object to; but at this period, the terror 
of the ſtorm, loſt in the more ſhocking ſi- 
_ . ration of her mind, was not attended to, 
till turning the corner of a narrow ſtreet, 


which the coachman had choſen to cut the 
way as ſhort as poſſible, one of the hind 
wheels flew off and the coach inſtantly over- 
turned; providentially ſhe received no hurt, 
but what was the effect of the frigbt, 2 and 
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that was much leſs than it would have 
been, had ſuch an accident happened 
to her in leſs diſtreſſed ' circumſtances. 
— People flocked to their doors, al- 
thought he ſtorm continued ſtill too violent 
to ſuffer many to gratify their curioſity 
by crouding round the broken vehicle: 
however, a decent, elderly woman, at whoſe 
little ſhop window hung a few pair of 
gloves and ſtockings, together with ſome-- 
children's ſhoes and caps, opened her glaſs: 
door and invited our heroine in: ſhe thank- 
fully accepted her civility, and was con- 
ducted through a ſmall ſhop into a ſmaller 
parlour, Where fat a young woman in 
mourning, who very good naturedly offered 
her chair, and afſiſted the woman of the 
ſhop in her civilities: the tears of Anna, 
whoſe inward agitation was far greater than 
her apparent cauſe, were no longer to be 
reſtrained ; ſhe wept violently; and having 
given that ſeaſonable event to her emotions 
grew more compoſed. The firſt thing that. 
then ſtruck her, was the bundle, which in 
her confuſion ſhe had forgot to take out of 
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the coach, hut entirely ignorant of the vil 
lany practiſed conſtantly in the metropolis, 
without feeling the leaſt alarmed, ſhe now 
directed her attention to the carriage. 

A mob had by this time ſurrounded, it, 
the coachman had taken off the horſes, and 


Was going, as he ſaid, to aſk his maſter's 


directions about the coach, when he was 
ſtopped, to give an account of the lady's 
bundle: the man either had not ſeen it, or 
counterfeited it yery well, for he directiy 
returned and ſearched every part in and 
about the eoach, without ſucceſs ; i d 
not to be found. 1 4 

When this unfortunate e 
was 401d, Anna; ſhe aftually gaſped for, | 
- breath, and for ſome moments her countę - 
nance, ever -expreflive of the feelings of 
her -heart, looked the moſt poignant de- 
1 pair. A watch, two guineas, and a mourn- 
ing ring, was her whole poſſcion — With- 


cut a Gngle change of any ſort, a friend to 
8 ſpeak to, or home to receive her, ſhe found 


herſelf very. much indiſpoſed had uncom- 
Wo pains in ber head and limbs, and the 


: accumu- 
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accumulating - misfortunes that followed 
ber, ſo affected her, ſhe thought her woes 
were drawing to x period — Not able to 
ſtand, ſhe ſunk to the ground, exclaiming, 
God be merciful to me! What is to cothe 
nexr! The women in vain attempted to 
ſooth and pacify her; the agitation of her 
mind, the adventures of the day, and the 
uncertainty of what might yet happen be- 
fore the cloſe of it, added to an uncommon 
heat and drought, which increaſed every 
moment, induced her willingly to accept 
of the humane offer made her by Mrs. 
Hughes and the young woman I men- 
tioned, to lie down on the bed, where: ſhe 
preſently fell into fo found a gs it was 
not eaſy to awake her. 

The hoſpitable women gave themſelves 
no other concern, as the night came on, 
about their gueſt, than what the idea of the 
ſufferings of the friends of ſo amiablei a 

creature on her ſtaying out, ſuggeſted — 
I have ſaid, Anna's countenance- always 
made her friends; they were charmed with 

— | .S 5. [7 7 44-87 bes 
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her looks and manner, nor could they re- 
frain as ſhe lay aſleep, admiring the beauty 
of her perſon — Above the middling claſs 
they were ſure ſhe was; her dreſs was per- 
ſectly genteel and good, though plain, it was 
indeed the very Circaſſian deſcribed by Miſs 
Bibins—A large black bonnet and cloak, 
a morning cap, and hair quite undreſſed, 
half hid the elegance of her figure, when 
' the entered the houſe ; but when theſe were 
removed, ſhe appeared, as ſhe really was, a 
moſt perfect creature. | 
At midnight ſhe awoke; but 50 * 
the conſternation of the women, to find 
her totally inſenſible to every thing around 
her, and burning hot; they immediately 
ſent for a neighbouring -apothecary, who. 
pronounced her in a fever of the irruptive 
The diſtreſs of the women may be con- 


| | geived; when in addition to the ſmall, 


hopes he gave of her recovery to ſenſe, - 
before the turn of her diſorder, their ſearch, 
Which was made in his preſence into her 
pockets, left them in entire ignorance 


' would defray: the expence of her. illneſs: 
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her family, friends, and connections — In 
this dreadful ſtate, Providence threw our 
heroine on the benevolence of people, whoſe | 
goodneſs of heart and humane diſpoſition 
were ſuch, that power only was wanting 
to render them of the greateſt denelit to 
ſociety, ' 
| Mrs, Hughes was a young widow, whaſe- 

concerns had brought her to London for 
few: weeks, and had accidentally taken that 
lodging ;: ſhe declared, ſhe would not only 
give up her bed to the poor ſtranger, : but 


the woman of the houſe and her daughter 
agreed alternately to nurſe her, and the 
apothecary engaged his conſtant atten- 
dance In this ſtate of inſenſibility happy 
to her, we muſt now leave our heroine, and. 
return. to our. friends at Layton. 
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CHAP. II. 


A noble Mind in Dith. 


Wien Dalton went out in 3 morn- 

ing, his firſt aim was to overtake the ſervant 

who carried Anna's anſwer to her noble 
lover; rage gave him ſtrength, and between 

walking and running, he reached the man- 
ſion of Lord Sutton within one minute after 
the man got admittance — The next thing 

was to endeavour to ſoften the harſh un- 
gratefyl letter his Lordſhip had juſt re- 

ceived — He was ſhewn into the library, 
where he found that flower of nobility, try- 
ing to hide his mortified vanity and anger, 
under the appearance of contempt Very 
e yell, Mr. Parſon,” ſaid he, with the open 
letter in his hand, upon my honour this 
« ſame ward of yours, does you infinite 
v credit,” * My Lord, 1 beg, I intreat 
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& your Lordſhip,” bowing to: the very' 
ground.“ Oh, pray ſay no more; the 
<« thing is at an end; I ſhall certain not 
«© trouble Miſs any more: yet,” - ſwearing 


pretty roundly, a man of my rank, my 
% connections, my fortune and figure in 


e the world, to be refuſed by a wench 


& with not a ſixpence but it is now plain 
ce. the was undone; that Welch fellow had 
e certainly got her; it was impoſſible ſne 
tc could elſe have been ſo blind to the ho- 
cc nour he had done her; but ſne would 
« dearly repent it“ 4 That ſhe ſhall, in- 
ce deed my good Lord,” anſwered Dalton; 
cc. if your Lordſhip gives her up, ſhe ſhall 
© rot in a jail.” At this threat, the noble 
munificent countenance of the peer bright- 
ened up: he agreed, ſhe deſerved no 
favour either from his good friend or 
himſelf, nor ſhould ſhe: find any; but 
When he was acquainted: with what had 
paſſed in the morning, he blamed. Dalton 
for his well- meant zeal ; wiſely concluding; : 
if there really was a connection between 
her and Edwin, it was likely he would be 
applied -to by her, on ſuch an exigence: 
| how- 
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however, after many arguments pro and 
con, it was determined Dalton ſhould ſue 
out a writ againſt Anna for one hundred 
and fifty pounds; and take down an officer, 
in order, if circumſtances ſhould render it 
neceſſary, to oblige her to return with him 
to town, and his Lordſhip condeſcended to 
be of the party — But the Power who 
counteracts the deepeſt - laid ſchemes; ren- 
dered this ſtep the means of diſconcerting 
the whole matter; for had they not been 
met, as 1 have related, by our heroine, her 
terror at the ſtep ſne had taken, would have 
certainly carried her back, where in all hu- 
man probability, ſhe muſt at laſt have be- 
come the property or * man ſhe "ui 
hated on earth. 
She was not miſſed when . 1 10 at 
the village — In order to avoid any alarm, 
Dalton and his noble mee, i 
before they got to the houſe; and the officer 
was directed to put up the coach and wait 
at the King's Head. | 
Mrs. Dalton and Peggy were at tea, when 
this unexpected honour dropped in on them; - 


grievous, 
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grievous was the tale they had to relate — 
The ſhock: poor Anna had received dwelt 
too ſtrongly on Mrs Dalton's mind, not to 
be repeated with ſincere diſtreſs; and Lord 
Sutton was warned by a look from the 
huſband, not to truſt her with any more of 
their intentions than could be avoided. 

| Mortified and enraged, as was that 
nobleman, he could not help betraying 
different emotions, during her account of 
the pitiable ſituation of his lovely con- 
quereſs, to find himſelf, and what was 
more, his fortune, held in contempt, at the 
ſame moment that he yet adored the impla- 
cable object, who thus dared reject his 
love and ſcorn his power; to know when 
they were of the moſt conſequence to his 
peace, all his arts, all. his plauſible, his 
ſtudied manceuvres, failed in their expected 
effect, inflicted on him a ſenſible grief; and 
the idea that ſhe who occaſioned it was 

| likewiſe miſerable, gave him a malignant 
pleaſure ; but again, when fancy brought. 


to his mental view, the lovely, the en- 
o maid, her i in whom all his wiſhes. 
centered, 


centered, torn with anguiſh, ſinking with 
diſtreſs and fear; feelings of tenderneſs, 
utter ſtrangers before to his callous heart, 
ſoftened and unmanned him; equally unable 
to bear ſenſations ſo new, or to exiſt under 
the torture of ſuſpence, he deſired to ſee 
her, and begged Mrs. Dalton to aſſure her 
id ſhould be, if ſhe wiſhed it, the laſt time 
be would trouble her. 
| She: went up ſtairs - but returned in =. 
3 ſecond; with a look of — | 
- told them Anna was not there. | 
What, was ſhe ſo ſoon recovered, was ſhe- 
out ? Oh, faid Dalton, PII rouſe her I'll 
warrant you; and going up called loudly 
on her name at every ſtep; in ſhort the 
apartments, the garden, and environs, were 
all ſearched; no Anna was to be found. 
Well, it was very ſly, Peggy ſaid, but ſhe 
was undoubtedly: gone to Mrs, Wellers'. 
She-was diſpatched to inquire—-ſhe had not 
been there—that lady went — to town 
and was not returned. 
A general council was now called, 4 
by = - in the neighbourbood, Mr. ? 
„ $1433 Bently's * * 
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Bently's parting words were over heard 
by Peggy—ſhe would lay her life Anna 
was gone to the Abbey. Another meſſenger 


was ſent there, and returned unſucceſsful. . - 


Lord Sutton could not think of going 
home on that uncertainty, though his heart 
ſunk within him, and jealouſy was among 
the new and comfortable inmates of his 
boſom, | 
Late in the evening, a meſſage wa 
brought from Mrs, Wellers, deſiring ta ſer 
Miſs Manſel in the morning; they avoided: 
giving the ſervant a hint of her abſence, at 
the requeſt of Lord Sutton, whoſe' pride 
was: gratified in the ſuperior notice -taken 
of her he ſo ardently-wiſhed to call his on. 
He ſtaid there that night, but without even 
laying down, and reſpect OE the * 
to accompany him. 
The morning brought him no farisfadtionz 
and the anxiety of his ſoul, ſo affected his 
health, and lowered his ſpirits, as rendered 
him an object truly deplorable; he defired' 
ſome tea, and ordered the conch't to W 
him home. 
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and dignity, or ſhe was ſo ſtupid as not 
to obſerve it her eyes bruſhed: ſlightiy 


plainly ſpoke her want of reſt; and diſturbed 
- mind, ſhe aſlaed after Miſs Manſel. 
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Wa ILE the tea was geting ready, 


Mrs. Wellers, having heard ſome rumour 
of the elopement, which was confirmed 


by Anna's not coming to her appointment, 
walked down o Dalton's: as ſne had no 


knowledge of Lord Sutton's perſon,” and 


either that was not an emblem of bis rank 


over him to Mrs. Dalton, whoſe looks 


Mrs. Dalton burſt into tears j her appre- 
henſions were ſeeret but diſmal, and ſhe 


dreaded every rap at the door would fatally 


- confirm the ſad preſage her mind had 
A2 | :Þ formed g * 
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formed ; her huſband, who now ſaw the 
matter would become the talk of the place, 
thought to make the beſt of it, by ſaying 
they had a few words, and Miſs Manſel 
had left them in a hvff, Mrs. Wellers 
fighed, but made no comments on either 
fide ; after a little infignificant chat, ſhe 
took her leave; it was, ſo much had ſhe 
been influenced in favour of Anna, painful 
to her to encounter the ſurmiſes and hints, 
ſhe knew would employ the whole village3 
ſhe could ſay nothing in vindication of her 
favourite, and it was irkſome to her, to hear 
condemned a young creature who had 
made ſo great an intereſt in her eſteem in ſo 
ſhort a time: ſhe, therefore, took the field 
way home; where, when ſhe-arrived, Mr. 
Bently was waiting for her. Why Madam 
Wellers,“ ſaid he eagerly © your little 
friend is naught at laſt; ſhe is gone off 
© it ſeems, Well, well, I have been de- 
«ceived by man and berrayed by woman; 
„and ſince this girl, whoſe looks carried 
. the innocences of infancy into the matu ; 
« fity of beauty, has likewiſe impoſed on 
Aale | my 


tou wiſh in her favour,” 


K. 


my hopes, by a falſe appearance, I will 


6 no more be a dupe to my own wiſhes, 


«| but, Madam, can you ſay nothing for 


her; will your candour give her up? Do 
“ ſay ſomething—for the credit of human 
nature, do ſay this is a curſed ſcandalous 
place that the girl is ill uſed, and that 
* the is under your protection oor the 
t love of God, do.” 

1 wiſh, Mr. Bently,“ af the 
good woman, I could with truth ſay * 


What, you can't then? and the is 
1 not gone to your ſon's ? Curſed be the 
«* arts that ſeduced the faireſt work of 
«© heaven; but is it quite over, can no- 
thing be done to ſave or reclaim her) 
** Half my fortune would I this moment 
* give to have her now fitting at your 


right hand in innocence and honour.” © 


Mrs. Wellers, whoſe ſoul] fraught with 


every virtue of humanity, had all her ſex's 


ſoftneſs. about it, and whoſe attachment 


to Anna had been as pleaſing as ſtrong, 
as affected beyond expreſſion at tha. 


Ts carneſt- 
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earneſtneſs of the generous Bently; ſhe 
droped a tear which infected ner com- 
panion. 

At this moment a Mrs. Wilſon was an- 
nounced ; this perſon was formerly a ſervant 
in the family, married the coachman, and 
was at this period miſtreſs of the inn hereto- 2 
fore deſcribed ; ſhe was an old maid when 
ſhe entered the holy pale; was then, and 
ſtill continued, a woman of that volubility, | 
and thirſt of knowledge, few things paſt | 
in the village ſhe was not acquainted with, 
either in the public or private tranſactions 
of its inhabitants; and fewer ſtill ſhe did F 
not repeat with her own comments and 
additions. She knew Madam Wellers - 
was very fond of the girl at the Methodift : 
Parſon's, though ſhe had not taken half 
the notice of a niece of her's the had re-. ; 
commended to fucceed in her place; her | 
natural love of goſſip was therefore in- 1 
creaſed by two motives, one was, a defire - 
of ſhewing Mrs. Wellers how ill judged 
ber partiality was; the other, à bit of re- 
venges | for r Er phe to n young 


perſon 
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perſon into greater favour than her aforeſaid 
niece; ſhe ſtill continued to waſh her miſ- 
treſs's laces; the excuſe for this morning '' 
call, was to know if the wanted any thing 
done, and before an anſwer could be given, 
aſked if ſhe had heard the news ? 

Mrs. Wellers gueſſed it reſpected Anna, 
and not being under any reſtraint with 
this woman, anfwered in the negative, 

and bid her repeat what ſhe had heard: 
Why, dear me, ma'am, that young 

& body at parſon Dalton's bas ſhewn her 
« cloven foot at laſt ; in good earneſt ſhe is 
“ gone off with the gentleman, he who uſed 
« you. ſo ill, Sir,“  curtſying to Bently: 
&« what a pity it was you was ſo deceived. 
« in her—every body wondered how it 
“ could be.” 

© That ſhe is gone,” ſaid Mrs. Wellers, 
I believe, but not wich any gentleman.” 
« Ah, law, ma'am, well, to be ſure, it's 
. © vaſtly good in you; but. indeed tis a 
« great pity. . Dr, Parker's old groom lives 
c with him, and he told my huſband and 
« I no. longer than yeſterday, what a fine 
"yen fol lady his wife is, and a power | 

2 | hy of 
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O mobey ſhe brought him; for my 
< pact, I think tis a ſhame ſuch fluts are 
<« ſuffered to live, I would have them 
« burnt alive. There was he, in a horſe- 
* man's great coat, and Tom out of his 
« livery; I hardly knew him, I am ſure, 
« waiting and peeping about at our houſe, 
< till he got her off; but it will come 
home to the huſly, that's a fure thing.“ 
Ms. Wellers was aſtoniſhed Mr. Bently 
queſtioned her over and over; ſhe varied 
not indeed there was little room for va- 
riation, as it was literally true. Mr. Ed- 
win having ſent his valet to reconnoitre, 
and bearing by him that Anna walked 
alone to the bill, watched for that oppor- 
tunity of following and ſpeaking to her; 
her ſudden illneſs reached Mrs. Wilſon, 
and ſhe, according to cuſtom, ſet it go- 
ing: Edwin was ſoon informed. of an ac- 
cident that rendered his journey a fruit- 
leſs one, nevertheleſs he waited, till by the 
ſame channel of intelligence he heard of 
ber recovery, and then returned to Lon- 

don. Mr. Bently groaned, and beat a ta- 
$141 N | $84 too 
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too with his oaken towel ; Mrs. Wellers 
was loſt in thought, when Dr. Collet 
made {is appearance; and Wilſon was 
ordered to wait in the kitchen. | 
Insa the affiftance given our heroine, Dr. 
Collet had been wholly actuzted by the 
divine impulſe of humanity and compaſ- 
ſion; he had not at the time ſuffered a 
thought of the propriety, or even the le- 
gality of the act to intervene between his 
- philanthropy and. his prudence; he had 
ſolemnly engaged to put his ſeal on her 
effects; but it had not occurred to him it 
was proper he ſhould know her motives 
for the deſperate ſtep ſhe was taking; he 
had promiſed young Herbert ro watch all 
her actions, and yet had aſſiſted her to 
move out of his knowledge; thoſe things 
confidered, he was out of humour with 
his own conduct; and having mufed on 
the part it now became Him to act, till; be- 
Sulden in his ideas, he walked to the hill 
to communicate the whole tranſaction, and 
to take Mis. Wellers advice and opinion 
on it,” Mr. Sony” _ the lady were at. 
805 4 firſt + 
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firſt barely axtentive,;-but, the ſtory ſoon 
wade intereſted auditors, when it was con- 


that puppy, and ſbeiwas willing, to give 
up hen-finery tenpay. her, debts 2. Poor 
girl, though.given, by a friend who 


loved: ber too Ah, lovely Siri, tbon 


<, wile find many, I fear, Who will ſupply 
Leu that ;lofs, love] Tes, + lion, loves the 
« lamb to deſtroy it; but it ſhall be thine 
« own fault, if, whether now innocent or 
© onilty, thy future ſteps-lead not to ho- 


u nour and peace.” Mrs. Wellers* firſt 


impreſſions at hearing Coller's relation, 


were thoſe of joy; but when ſhe laid 


every circumſtance together, there ap- 


peared nothing in her application to the 


doctor, for his aſſiſtance, to clear her 
from the ſuſpicion of going with Edwin; 
that, and the manner of her departure, at 


the joſtant ſhe knew inquiries were max- 
ing into her character, was rather a con- 
fmatiqn of the worſt, and, indeed, was 


one ſtrong reaſon why he was diſſatisfied 
I. ** „ 


duded: * then“ eried Mr., Bentiy with | 
tranſpott, ** ſhe ig not at laſt gone with 


— 
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at his ow˖ conduct, Which a on 
reflection, rather an act of weakneſs than 
Humanity, Not fo, Mr. Bently, be was 
obſtinately bent on _—_— every'favoura- 
ble impreffion o her, and ſo peeviſh' at 
the leaft kint that tended to ſer any; part 
of her conduct in à blamable light, that 
. Mrs. Wellers ſuffered him to depart with- 
out acquainting him, at ſhe did the doc- 
tor, vich"all her reaſons" for fearing" the 
worſt, © zaun LH erin; ei net 
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þ oo ve left the Edvin family; ci 
was not with the moſt favourable" qu of 
the Rtability of their friendſhip$;' or he 
13 eb of their conducſc. 

Frajan had ſtrong reaſons to fear, as 
welt as to hate Anna. No ſooner had ſhe 
hut each avenue of kindneſs to her at 
Melmoth Lodge, than, inſatiate in avarioe 
as revenge, ſhe degan to c6nfider bw, in | 
Every point of view, the innocent girl's 
ruin could be turned moſt to her intereſt x 
half the money Mrs. Melmoth, by defite 
of the Colonel, had ordered, ſhe put inte 
her own purſe ; void of principle, mo- 
deſty, or common honeſty, it was hot to be 
expected the amiable governante would 
ben any opportunity of blackening the 
Da * character 


character of a young creature ſhe had ſo 
deeply injured, and whoſe return to fa- 
vour would, qiſcoyer her fraud and ini- 
quity : one enormous act of wickedneſs too 
often is ſucceeded by another ; encouraged 
by the ſucceſs, or neceſſitated to con- 
ceal the paſt, the progreſſion of vice, 
after the firſt plunges, becomes not only 
wanted notitheſe inducements; the money 
#88: already her . own, ſome point lace of 
Mrs. Melmoth's became; next a temptation, 
eo0-invitiogly. in het way to be reſiſted ; 
Anna was employed in looking it over the 
morning of her diſmiſſian from the Lodge. 
It was very elegant and valuable, but had it 
been gen times more ſo, Mrs. Melmoth 
quld not have thought of demanding it 
of gor hergine before her departure. In a 
fewidays, however; che Jace was inquired | 
aſter a the houſe was ſearched from top to 
bottom ; it Nas go where to be found, — 
it was certainly ſtole : Frajan inſiſted on 
haviog er. bh d amen examined, 
er 12 oO e 
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been rruſted with jewels to the value of 
thouſands, and could have her chatacter at- 
teſted by ſome of the firſt Engliſn ladies ; 
but as it had been her misfortune to be com- 
panioned in the manner ſhe had fince her 
refidence at the Lodge, not only ber trunks , 
but her perſon muſt be ſearched: in this 
reaſonable requeſt Mrs. Melmoth begged 
ſhe might by all means be indulged. No 
Jacecould be found; andthe child, on Em 
the wind, a few months before, was not 
ſuffered to blow too roughly : in whoſe bo- 
ſom vice of any kind had not found a 
place, was branded as a thief. Mr. Mel- 
moth's affairs were in too much confuſion 
to ſuffer him to attend to the chit- chat ob 
his houſe; and his wife's credulity laid her 
ioo open to the artifices of Frajan: ſhe was 
the eaſier duped by ber, as the flory got 
abroad, and was implicitly believed at Aſhby 
Grove; Colonel Gorget proteſted it was 
what be expected: that gallant veterang 
though he. had not a doubt about who had 
really got the lace, was pleaſed to encourage 
any report that would: add to the diſgraee 
* D 3 7 4 1" 
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of the poor orphab, and for ever. bar each 
 pallage, humanity and regret might elſe 
have opened, for ber nner to, n 
aten la by 
Thus, firſt among the eee 
the village, from thence into every gentle- 
man's houſe in the vicinity, from them to 
the next market town, and ſo over the 
county by degrees, a lamentable ſtory of 
Mrs. Melmoth's robbery, and by whom, 
ns circulated, and univerſally believed; 
Point was maguiſied into three, to which 
were added ſome jewels of great value. 
Tuüs tale) at; laſh coming to Mr. Mel- 
moth's ears, greatly accelerated the diſcharge 
of Frajan; he turaed her; out of the bouſe 
he ioſtant be beard it, dealaring he ſhould 
as ſoon ſoſpect his mw PO ee e 
veſt AS * Anna. 12 i i; F 
On 3 ta Laglony! be 
found her ftiend the Colonel in deſpair 
dt tecovetiog the fugitive Anna, but very 
eivil to her, though unable to procure her 
admiſſion into any ather genteel family; 
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and Lady Woldton, being at that time paſt | 
ſear of any i diſcovery in the power of her 
fille deichambre to make, having been un- 
fortunately: interrupted), in a very intereſt- 
ing tete a lite with her on footman, by the 
perſon moſt concerned in the diſcovery, 
namely, her Lord, neceffity obliged the ac- 
compliſned French woman to lower her 
_ views ; and ſhe afterwards mn the fen 
ſtationps 2711 12 3 | —_— 

been the . 7 
Baremaid at an inn, 2911 188 

+ Sultana to the maſter demea pup- N 
pet ew, ; 
Teacher ae e and 
Houſekegper to a ſingle gentle man friſcur, 
face whom ſhe had received notice to pro- 
vide berſelf, at the time her enobled patron 
Grace to his fortune, by carrying off, in 
Emmen 
one. Het e260 
ee eee to-Lady.Ed- 

win and her daughter, at a faſhionable aſ- 
ſembly, where he was an irie gveſt. 
om Dx The 


„ ANN A. 


Tube riches/of the Edwins were ci agggerated 
by the world: the economy of their wel- 


regulated expences enabled them to do 
0 many benevolent, and even magnificent 


things, and their payments of all kinds were 
fo punctual, that, ample as was their fortune, 
fame doubled it: the antient and honour- 


able houſe of Trevannion was like wiſe uni- 
verfally known and acknowledged; they 


| were the firſt women at the aſſembly; and 
his pride attached him to their party during 


the evening. The weak [fide of Lady Ed- 


win was family pride; "of her daughter, 
perſonal yanity : Lord Sutton's ſtudy was 


woman's weakneſs, and bis triumph their 


ſolly: he made ſo good a uſe of his pene- 

tration that he received from Lady Edwin 

a general invitation to Groſvenor-ſquare. *- 

+ * There, in his frequent viſits, be ſaw his 
way to Cecilia; be artfully exhibited his 

own riches as a temptation whereby he 

might poſſeſs himſelf of hers ; he ſoon be- 


came enamoured, he adored, he died for 
her; and ſo far ſucceeded, as to obtain her 


A to na wg Her parents for 


their 
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their conſent to his felicity : but Welch ob- 
ſtinacy was not to be ſubdued by Iriſh fraud 
for though he had made himſelf maſter of 
every memorable event in Lady Edwin's fa- 
mily, tho he knew the partioulars of all the 
battles in which her anceſtors had diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves; and he had the princely 
Llewellins, the heroic Tudors, and the va- 
ant Hughs, of her race, at his finger's 
end; it would not clear, from 0 oO” 
- nealogy, the blot of Gorget- an 
_ _Theſon of a 
the family of Trevannion l the offer was 
not ſimply rejected, it was. an inſult; Lady 
Edwin would not hear it mentioned; ſhe 
ſnould bluſi to look on the buſts of her 
progenitors after ſo ĩgnominidus an act: All 
ſhe could be prevailed on, and that with 
great difficulty, was to conceal her indigna- 
tion, and put a negative on Lord Sutton's 
8 n ig aug 
nit 185 5 | 
5 as this: an Kg be 
concealed the rancout it occaſioned :. the 
1125 of Lady: Edwin ſtimulated his own 3 
| ; D 5. | bers 


bringing the daughter to avenge his cauſe 
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bers could not be greater chan his the 
. 
difference was, hets was founded on a real 


grandeur of ſoul, that valued the virtues 
as: much as the honour af her anceſtors, 


and piqued henſelf in equally ſupporting 
both. ; his was the poor baaſt of riches ac- 


cumulated with diſgrace, and wickedneſs 


crowned with ſucceſs. Not deſpairing of 


on the mother, he affected to ſubmit with 
reſpect and patience to a fentence which 


tobbed him, he {wore to Miſs Edwin, of 
more than life. Like a philoſopher, while 
| he laid a plan to undermine parental autho- 


rity x like himſelf, with a guarded-caution, 


he continued his footing in the family, pay 
| - . P 
folly, aſſiduouſly improving every opportu- 


nity of ingratiating himſeli en oung 
Lady?s favour. :- - rilazn * 4 aims | 


Mie Edwin began to grow ak 
tired of reftraint, though ſhe had as little as 


moſt ladies oſ the age, in her purſe, her 


dreſs, end ber vifton; but the dignity of 
vine, and the n honourable ſyſter 
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conduct ad by ber ct forbade 
| 2 dear _ the polite freedom, of - 
fome' part of the beau - monde ; a married 
lover, for inſtance, Lady Edwin would 
have ſhuddered to have ſeen her daughter 
| file upon; à know Tibertine the admitted 
not within her doors ; and all coquetry the 
utterly deſp iſed. 
. ** How at more delightful, then, to f- 
gute away as Lady Sutton, accountable | to 
no one for her actions: as to the old Lord, 
it would be enough for him to have the ho- 
nour of ſo fine a creature to bear his name, 
ſpend bis fortune, and at times, when no 
more agreeable engagements ' offered, to 


preſide at his table, ace bis feng 
to interfere in her conduct. 


She bad nearly broughtherſelf to. lite 
to his propofats- of lopenent, when. her 
journey to Bedfordthite ſuſpended hit ope» * 
rations'; but, Hike 99 85 general, Lord | 
Sutton took carey b a friendin the gar= 
ſon, in the perſon of Madame Frajan, 
whom! he procuted to wait on 'the young 
2 at the time they returned to 
D 6 __ town 
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town all was ready for the laſt ſiep; he was 
to hgh, ſwear, and yow j Frajan to,plead 
the, cauſe of liberty and Pleaſure ; when 


Vengeance, in che form of anyangel, ſtopped 
his career. Fer} vu 91 ehe NN 
Hogeludiag, as I ſaid before, that Anna 
| and. quite. out of bis reach, the deſpair of 
Win meeting. her had conquered the yio- 
lence of his appetite, without effacing from 
his heart the impreſſion. of ber beauty; 
Anna Dalton was often preſent to his ima- 
Einationz ber opening charms, recurred to 
bis memory, and excited defire, when no- 
thing elſe. could. 79 te 3 on 
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After reckoning the moments till ten 
e\clock,' he repaired to Lady Edwin's aſ- 
ſembly ; where the firſt ſight of Anna, 

drbyve : every other thought of woman out 
of his bead; his heart became 2 willing 
victim to the mature: lovelineſs of the child 
he had followed with his unhallowed 
weiſhes every glance of her eye, every turn 
of her countenauce, and every geſture; gave 
ſat, indeed, by Mifs Edwin; he attempted 
at compliment to her, but his Jooks; his 
admiration, and his paſſion, were all di- 
with anxious eagerneſs on the aſſiſtance of 
Frajan, whom he ſent a-dillet dd Deere be 
left the houſme. N i Yoo 
The envy and jealouſy, which had bas 
niſhed from; Miſs Edwin's mind, every kind 
choughe of the young perſon ſhe had once 
honoured with her friendſhip and correſpon- 
dence, was increaſed by her obſervation) 
of the looks directed from her noble lover 
do Anna; pride, in this caſe, was as ſtrong 
an excitement to hatred and diſlike, as incli- 

4 e 8 to nation 
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bete up, Cecilia begged anaudiene of Sr 


dis ſuftueſs unt humility in his daughter, 
ſo uouſualʒ and ſh unexpected, might have 
got from him half his eſtate, had that been 
the object in purſuit: he intreated his lady 
to heür his dear girl, and raifing ber in his 

6 eu bid her ſpeak; aſſuring her of all 
ad We 


natichs in that of Herbert 3 yet the rancour 


el her diſpoſition muſt have ræcoiled on her- 


ſelf; had not her good ſortuue furniſhed 
her with ſo reſpectable an aſiſtant as Ma- 
eren er e retired 


William and Lady Edwin. 11 279 


„She began, with W 


to aſle their forgiveneſs, for What had paſſed 
in the morning, alledgiag her natural 
warmth of temper;' and her vexation at ſee · 
ing ſo very unworthy a perſon held in fuck 
cicem in their family. Lady Edwin 


. | "I ne daftir was: going 
herſelf a at her feet, and eben be 


heard. ick Ann 9 Nas 3 7 
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x parent's fondeſt love could do to make 
completed the triumph of the artful daugh - 
ter over her guileleſs, parents — Lady; Ed+ 
win was re-ſeated, and Cecilia, after a de- 
cent time taken to re- compoſe her features, 
deſired ber woman might be admitted, who 
could acquaint them of ſomething in Anna 
Manſel's character, which would con- 
vince them of the little ptetenſions the 
could have to the rank NY in their 
family 
Sir William wiſhed to do. withour-'s 
French evidence; ee eee be; 
and Frajan was ordered in. nah 
The account given hy hero Anna, was, 
that when the reſided in Mr. Melmoth's 
houſe, in quality of governeſs to her chil» 
dren, the perſon who now bad the honour 
of being companion to Lady Edwin, hyed 
there, having been taken off the pariſh by 
Mrs. Melmoth ; that ſhe had ungratefully 
returned their charity, by every ſpecies of 
ill behaviour, and had at laſt robbed her 
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benefaQtreſs; that ſhe was then ſent away 
to her parochial ſettlement, fince which ſhe 
had not heard of or even ſeen her from 
that time (three or four years ago) till this 
morning, when ſhe was no leſs ſurpriſed to 
meet her in her preſent ſituation, than to 
hear her addreſſed by the name of n 
her real one being Dalton. 
This ſtroke, — between * 
and Cecilia, had its effect; ſhame and ſur- 
prize were blended in Lady Ed win's coun- 
tenance; ſhe profeſſed ſhe wanted faith; 


baer filter, Mrs. Herbert, had recommended 


ber to them — Was ſhe certain — 
perſon as well as facts? bj 

ge Lord Sutton, Madam, is Nin. Met- . 
1 moth's near relation; he was at the Lodge 
hen the affair happened, and will, 1 
«dare ſay, confirm my account“ * 80 
you ſee, Madam,” ſaid Miſs Edwin, 


you have not only taken a beggar, a 
« thief, and impoſtor, into your favour. 
b and confidence, but you have actually 
introduced her to. your circle, and made 
her the companion of your children.“ 


A N N A. 65 
The ſorro und mortifestion this aetount 
of Anna gave Lady Edwin, was at thoſe 
reproofs, changed to anger and reſentment ; 
ſhe ' ſent a card to Lord Sutton, to aſk, 
if he had known Anna Dalton at Mel- 
moth Lodge? If ſhe was diſcharged from 
thence on il behaviour? If her honeſty: 
was doubted? And finally, if the young 
perſon who preſided at her aſſembly ae 
der the name of ue e ee 


Das z d of einsenden ond bard volt os 


& es Sina Tus . hag an 'J 


Lord Suttot's beſt chaps: to 
Lady Edwin; aſſures her, it is with in- 
« finite reluctance he anſwers the queries 
« contained in her card, but hopes, as the 
„ girl was very young when Lord S, 

knew her, time, and ſuch great favour 
% ſhewn her by a perſon of Lady Edwin's 
Krank, may have worked a change in her 
« diſpoſition, 

& Lord Sutton did "PCs Anna Dalton 
dat Melmoth Lodge — ſhe certainly was 
not diſcharged for her goodneſs — her 
«* honeſty was indeed much ſuſpeted—ſhe 
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Edwin as companion.” I 55869. St 1 +: 
The moment this card was. delivered to 
Lady Edwin, ſhe rte to Mts. Herbert, 
thenetter which Anna was, as I have faid 
before; ordered to, deliver, ſeyerely te- 
proaching hen for. igtroducing into ſo an- 


Sjent and honourable a family, a perſon, 


whoſe origin and actions were a diſgrace to 
any place: ſhe then regounted her crimes, 
as they had been repreſented to her; and 
bitterly ee name as a 
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| Mas 8. b finking under ; dowellic 
diſtreſs, which the diſſipated and. unfecling | 
conduct of her ' huſband continually in- 
creaſed, was, though exceedingly hacked, 
leſs ſalicitous about the fate of Anna, than 
in eaſier circuſtances ſhe would have. beef , 
ſhe examined her only on the J . 
the charge, and finding that, wel founded, : 
_ gave herfelf no, farther trouble, but obeyed 
the mandates. of her enraged fiſter immedi· 
- ately, by diſcharging the fallen favourite, 
and endeavoured to make her peace with 
the family, by recounting all the. bad fram . 
EY the deceaſed Mrs. Madſel, known of her, 
which indeed amounted, as Miſs Edwin 
ſaid, to, nothing, ©, he had, Ws 
uce 


"M31 


I of the early. part of her life, gave that 


duced at Llandore as the near relation of . 
the parſon's wife This diſgraceful hiſtory 


young lady an opportunity of entirely root- 

| Ing out of her family, an object that mor- 
tifed her vanity, and 1 * views 

of conqueſt. n * 

 _ Mrs. Herbert and "ME were enjoined 
to hold no correſpondence, or . any 

countenanate to fo wortbleſs a body; Mrs. 

Herbert engaged. for them both that they 


Wool not and as for her daughter, overawed 


by ter couſin, who, from her boſom friend, 
affected to treat the moſt amiable, and gen- 
dle creature in the world, with a havghty 
diſtance, the reverſe of what ſhe had been. 
. uſed to, ſhe'wanted courage to put in a 
word for her- abſent friend; though ſhe 
well knew, from the tenour of her conduct, 
| as well as the principles The had always 
adopted, "and her practice of every female 
vittue, it was impoſſible the could be 
gollty of che mean vices Iaid to. her charge. 
Though unable to ſpeak in Groſvenor | 
Square,” when they returned to their lodg- 


55 ö | : - 


. his'wife, ©: | . 


AN 8 4 6g 
ings, the his very eloquent to her mama, 
reminding her of a thouſand inftances of 
goodneſs and even greatneſs of ſoul, they 
had been witneſs to in Anna. 

Mrs. Herbert, more than half tonviaced 
by: the generous pleadings of her daughter, . | 
would have been happy to indulge her, by 
again ſerving Anna, but ſhe was not at li- 
berty to act as ſhe thought proper; Mr. 
| Herbert's connections on one hand, and his 
_ negle&t of his affairs on the other, had ſo 
involved his circumſtances, that the large 
mortgage on their eſtate had been twice on 
the point of being forecloſed; when Lady 
Edwin's generoſity and affection ſaved t. 

It was now again in the ſame predica 
ment, without the ſame reſour te 

Mr. Herbert was ſo far from viching f 
to conceal the cauſes of his ill management, 
that even in this excurſion, he btougbt pub. 
licly his woman and her family wirh him, 
and the ſame attendanti as if he had dern 


Sir William, enge at the . 
1 i his ſiſter, refuſed any mo 


to 
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to aſſiſt ber undeſerving huſband : thin. 
fuſal was avenged on prong ow by 
che moſt injurious uſage. 

Dead to the:calla of batute, at tld 
10 ide pleadings of humavity, it nd of 
1 import ta him, that his amiable and 
promiling ſon was obliged to his uncle 
ſor his preſent ſupport at the Univerſity, 
und his hopes of an eſtabliſnment in life : 
that his lovely daughter's charms were to- 
tally, overlooked, for want of the golden 
bait; Which drew balf the ton after ber 
Jeſs charming couſin ; or that his deſerving 
wife owed to the fraternal love of her bro- 
ther, | even [the contracted appearance ſhe 


nom made s while her fortune, ber rank, 


and accompliſhments entitled her to figure 
her children, could no longer be ſup- 


| Ported, ir-was not neceffary for him to be 


 fartheron any terms with a-wife, who could 
not ſupply his profligate neceflities. 
Cecilia's diſlike of Anna was very viſi- 
ble, and her intereſt over her father well 
known - inſulted "at home, dependent 
CJ abroad, - 


_ 
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abroad,” it Was not for them, Mrs. Hers 
bert ſaid, to ſet out champions for the viſe 
trefled; it might be their ruin ; ſhe there · 
fore begged her daughter to let the wow 
ter reſt; at leaſt for che preſent. 7” | 10 hn 
Toung Edwin heard this neu A 
of : Anna with more pleaſure than he choſe 
to ſhew/;-if ſhe had loſt her reputation, 
whether juſtly or not, ſhe would be come- 
atable, her pride would be leſs, and his 
_ conqueſt eaficx;] his valet well knowing his 
attachment to Miſa Manſel, when he heard 
her clothes were ſending off (a ſecret of 
that kind cannot remain long ſo in a 
gentletnan's family) watched with ſo good 
ſucceſs, that he was able to inſorin his 

maſter where ſhe was gone to, when he 
dreſſed him, a piece of ſervice which was 
| handſomely acknowledged by Mr. Edwin. 
A ich wife now becoming neceſſury to 
prevail on Sir William, to give hic an in- 
dependent eſtabliſnment in liſe, when he 
might take to his arms the charmer for 
whom he ſighed, when uncontrolled by 
the advice of his parents, and indifferent 
199 to 


9 A N N A, 

to the opinion of che world, he might 
keep, in the firſt ſtile, the girl he loved; 
the chatms of - Miſs Turbville became 
every : day more attracting, and the paſ- 
ſion 2 her lover more violent, her con- 
ſent was obtained, and at the importunate 
ſolicitations: of Mr. Edwin, the marriage 
celebrated at. che ſeat of the lady's guar- 
dian, in Bedfordſhire, almoſt — 
ni 3 brow obig 2d 
Money does every dens 


and Seddon, wichthat/glittering:goad, oon 


de esgery. „ Wby then.“ aid. bei 


trived, in a month, to furniſſi their bouſe 
with the moſt luxurious elegance, before 
. they ment out f town; Mr. Edie: tak: 
ing Miſs Herbert afide,aſked her if ſhe did 
not long to hear from: her friend? Yes, 
indeed, my dear couſin, I do,” anſwered 


write a note and leave it in my library, 
Wand,“ ſmilinge : H hink E:canpremile 
yen an anwende 
She did, directly, as ſhe was inſtructed, 
but an accident happened to dhe anſwer, 


* her-the diſplreſyrs, of -> | 
Wy" | N 
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het family, and more particularly that of 
Mr. Edwin. 

An heireſs, a toaſt, a coquette, was 
Miſs Turbville, with juſt as much W it 
ſtanding as was neceſſary to form ſuch a 
character; ſhe married Mr. Edwin with a 
diſpoſition, ' which, had it been improved. 
by attention and affection on his ſide, 
might have changed the unamiable part 
of her character, and rendered her a valua- 
ble member of ſociety; his perſon uncom- 
monly handſome, his talents unqueſtiona- | 
bly good, and thoſe adorned with every. 
advantage that education could beſtow ; 
his manners infinuating ; his addreſs pleaſ- 
ing and perfectly polite; it was bardly 
poſſible for Miſs Turbville to avoid being 
ſatisfied and happy in the choice her de- 
ceaſed parents had made for her. 
Mr. Edwin's perſon and manners, if 

not enforced by a great eſtate, would have 
made an impreſſion on her heart, though, 


perhaps, not of that ſerious nature as to 


induce her to forego that advantage; ſhe, 
therefore, notwithſtanding her paſſion for 
Vor. III. _ admi- 


*\ 


admiration, thought, when ſhe married, 
but of loving, and being beloved by; her 
huſband. _ 

But a very few days, nay hours, had 
paſt, after the wedding, before ſhe found 


too ſtrong reaſons to ſuſpect the match, on 


his ſide, had been perfectly one of con- 
venience. 

The large fortune ſhe was heireſs 0 
with an agreeable perſon, great taſte in 
dreſs, and infinite ſpirit and vivacity, had 
made her a divinity with half the fops of 
the age; flattered, followed, and careſſed, 
in every circle in which ſhe appeared, ſhe 
had not ſuſpected any man could be poſ- 
ſeſſed of ſuch charms and attractions ſo 
univerſally acknowledged, without being 
tranſported with love and gratitude; but 


the cold, inanimate ſetting out of Edwin's 
career in his married ſtate, his increaſing 


neglect both of his wife and home, told 
a different tale. 

She was jealous of his want of affec- 
tion, without any particular reaſon for ſuſ- 


_ picion. Cecilia Edwin, with equal eſe 


vanity, , 
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vanity, and taſte for pleaſure, had more 
art, more cunning, and leſs beauty, than 
ber ſiſter- in- law, whoſe confidant ſhe was; 
her obſervations of her brother had made 
a diſcovery which ſne was anxious to im- 

prove, and was, in conſequence, under 
pretence of idleneſs, often loitering in his 
library and apartments; her keys, of which 
ſhe had a great number, were. tried to his 
writing table in vain; the lock was a very 
good 'one, and curioſity was in deſpair, 
when - one morning, Mr. Edwin, whoſe 
viſits at Brookes's were become Jong and 
frequent, had returned home fatigued, 
and half aſleep, at ſeven in the morning, 
and his valet being likewiſe tired, they 
had both quitted the drefling room with- 
out perceiving his keys, which were left 
on the table, and were ſeen by Miſs Ed- 
win in her uſual perambulations over his 
apartments, | 

With trembling eagerneſs ſhe flew to 
the repoſitory of her brother's ſecrets, and 


mſtantly found Anna's note to Miſs Her- A 


bert, which Mr. Edwin had not thought 
E 2 proper 


e * 4a 
proper to deliver. © Now,” ſaid ſhe, 
agitated. beyond expreſſion, © ſhall I find 
* out the cunning of that creature; and 
* now will J expoſe to my ſiſter the vil- 
ee Jany,of her huſband.” = 

She was miſtaken, no villany appeared; 
the note was to her couſin. Fool,” ſaid 
ſhe, he is actually carrying on a corre- 
* ſpondence between his miſtreſs and her 
« lover, this letter to Miſs Herbert is 
meant at Charles; however, with or with- 
<© out your leave, my wiſe brother, I ſhall 
© take the liberty of opening this corre- 
C ſpondence to your wife ;” but after peru- 
ſing, it over and over again, ſhe found 
nothing appear that, inſtead of criminat-. 
ing Anna, did not ſpeak highly to her 

praiſe. 
So direct a *conradittion to her ſuſpi- 
cions ſtriking her very forcibly, a tranſient 
regret aroſe in her mind for depriving 
Anna of her mother's favour; but it was 
only tranſient; for Frajan urging the in- 
jury offered to Mrs. Edwin, in a corre- 


ſpondence with Mr. Edwin, for which he 
could 


* 


could have but one motive, and that a 
ſhameful one, and reminding her, if ſhe 
| had any deſigns upon Charles Herbert, 
how neceſſary it was to perſuade his fiſter 
of her diſlike to Edwin, the ſpirit both 

of rage and jealouſy continued to influ- 


ence her againſt the unoffending Anna. 
The moment ſhe met Mrs. Edwin, the 


ſullen, diſſatisfied look of that young bride 
kindled into reſentment, by the ſight of the 
incloſure to ker huſband ; ſhe now found a 
.reaſon for his deſerting her bed, for his- 
cutting indifference, and cold neglect — 
She wept and tore her hair. Hyſterics and 
bitter reproaches accompanied this diſco- 
covery, as ſhe called it, of ber huſband's 
infidelity. | 
The carriage was basal ordered, 
and Lady Cecilia was ſurprized to ſee at 
her toilette both ber daughters, her atten- 
dants being at their requeſt diſmiſſed: the 
letter was produced. 5 
Lady Edwin was not more bang i in 
her diſpoſition, than humane in her ſenti- 
ments; the pride of high blood, was accom- 
2149 E 3 | panied 
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panied with a generoſity of ſoul, and eleva- 
tion of ideas, that ſhe deemed hereditary 
virtues, and which, next to hereditary ho- 
nours, was moſt valuable in her cttimation. 
That a girl ſhe had turned from her houſe 
and family, in a manner fo diſgraceful, 
ſhould have ſtrength of mind to write ſuch 
a note, ſo confermable to her own ideas of 
propriety ; that a mind ſo vitiated in its own 
practices, could ſo charmingly dictate to 
that of another, was a contradiction ſhe 
could not reconcile ; and the warmth of 


her temper never ſuffering her either to be 


2 a moderate fiicnd, or placable enemy; her 


partiality for Anna, and in the ſame degree 


her anger to thoſe who had, as ſhe inſtantly 


believed, falſely accuſed her, returned: bur 
the fituation of her daughter-in-law, young, 


fatherleſs and motherlefs, deſerted by her 
huſband at ſo early a period, which ſhe 


found to be too truly the . affected her 
exceedingly. 

His propenſity to gaming, which he had 
always ſecretly indulged, was now public; 


he Was married to one woman, while his 
| heart ö 


N 79 
heart preferred another; that other, the 
moſt likely, had he been united to her, to 

have drawn him from every evil habit; and, 
not obtaining her on the terms which only 
now was in his power to offer, as likely to 
make him deſperately careleſs of the future; 
or, if he did gain her, no doubt could be 
entertained of her entire power over him. 

Tlhhus, then, Lady Cecilia found the bright 
proſpets her imagination had formed, of 
ſceing the honour and virtue of her anceſtors 

perpetuated in her ſon, clouded by fears 
of a moſt alarming nature; the more pain- 
ful, as ſhe could not reveal them to either 
of the young ladies. | 

Mrs. Edwin's tears and diſtreſs, called 

| for, and received every conſolation mater- 
nal affection could offer; ſhe affured her, 
and begged her to believe, a little time and 
experience, joined with the unabating ten- 
derneſs of ſo charming a wife, muſt have 
its weight in the mind of a ſenſible mung: 
and, with reſpect to this paper, added ſhe, 
darting an angry look at her daughter; which 
your officious, and I wiſh 1 could ſay well 


E 4 meaning 


. po 
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meaning, curioſity, has expoſed, for God's 
ſake deſtroy it; no one reprehenſible thought 
is here ſeen on the part of Anna Manſel: 
vou find, the only degree of blame ſhe can 
incur in the tranſaction, by clandeſtinely 
| correſponding with Edwin, is done away 
in her. note: ſhould your brother, Miſs, 
- know of the liberty you have taken with his 
letter, he would not incur my cenſure by 
putting a repetition of ſuch a breach of the 
_ laws of honour out of your power, by for- 
bidding you his houſe, 
This threat had more weight than any 
other part of the converſation on the two 
ladies; the idea of ſeparation was not to be 
; borne. Young Edwin did not intend to re- 
turn to Wales this ſummer ; if he quitted 
London at all, it would be to a family 
' manſion of his Lady's in Shropſhire ; and, 
it Miſs Edwin quarrelled with him, ſhe muſt 
go with her filly mother, and be content to 
converſe with her ſimple couſin, Patty, 
or be chiefly alone: the firſt was a bore, 
the latter intolerable ; with a very ill grace, 
therefore, ſhe conſented to obey her mother, 
ſtipu- 


rr 


a: NWA 81 


ſtipulating only, that Patty ſhould be ſe- 
verely reprehended, and forbid, under pain 
of their general diſpleaſure, ever more to 
repeat an act of ſuch diſobedience; in this 
ſhe was indulged: as Lady Cecilia was 
very angry with Miſs Herbert, the pru- 

dence of Anna but aggravated her offence ; 3. 


and though ſhe did not think it neceſſary- 


to reveal it to them, ſhe had ſerious appre- 

henfions of her ſon's conduct. In her heart 
ſhe yet eſteemed our heroine, and would 
have gladly re-inftated her in her family, 
but at preſent it appeared totally im- 


proper. 


She therefore ſent for Mrs. Herbert and KC 


her daughter, and in the preſence. of Mrs. 
Edwin and Cecilia, treated her with leſs. 
| tenderneſs and more aſperity, than ſhe had 
ever done, or indeed, had occa on to. do, 
before. | 
Mrs. and Miſs Edwin then left ham. 
r returning Mrs. Herbert's civili- 
ties, and totally nen thaſe of her 


. ter. 


ES Mrs. 


an A. | 


Mrs. Herbert, with all the eloquence of 
grief beſought her ſiſter to forgive the 
poor girl for what had happened; and Patty 
joining her ſupplications, wich Edwin Was 
ſoon appeaſed. | 

Seeing they ſtill appeared very diſpirited, 
ſhe inquired with great tenderneſs into the 
cauſe — Mrs. Herbert, with looks of ſad- 
neſs and deſpair, kept filent ; but Patty 
burſting into tears, informed her Mr. Her- 

bert had been that morning arreſted for a 
debt of ſeven hundred pounds, contracted 
-by Mrs. Nichols; and that he was carried 
at his own requeſt to the King's-Bench 
priſon, as he ſaid, he was wholly without 
reſources to pay that and many other 
demands he 3 would be made on 
1 him. 
i Not leſs ſurpriſed than affetted, ha 
] | Edwin affectionately embraced them, ſay- 
| ing, ſne never ſhould forgive herſelf for 
i aggravating at ſuch a period, the diſtrefs 
| they were in; ſhe inſiſted, as ſhe did not 
know how Sir William would chuſe to act 


towards Mr. Herbert, to take on herſelf, * 
| the 
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the government of them, and that they 


ſhould directly ſend for what things they 
had at their lodgings, and ordered the 
maid who attended them to follow; the 
man, ſhe ſuppoſed, her maſter a 
want. 

Mrs. Herbert and her daughter were too 
little accuſtomed to ſuch ſcenes, not to re- 
| Joice at leaving a place where they had 
ſuffered ſuch mortification and diſgrace : 
their baggage was ſoon removed, and be- 
fore night they were comfortably ſettled in 


Groſvenor ſquare; Lady Edwin omitting 


no one thing that could alleviate their diſ- 
treſs ; but Sir William was inexorable to 
Mr. Herbert, nor would hear of his affairs, 
except he would relinquiſh that eftate it 
was no longer in his power to keep, to his 


fon, on which terms he offered once more 


to pay off the mortgage. 

This was refuſed with ſcorn by Mr. 
Herbert; whoſe miſtreſs being removed 
with him into the liberties of the priſon, 
ſaid, he wanted nothing of them. 


E 6 1 
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Sir William, enraged at his hardened vil- 
lany, refuſed to hear even his beloved ſiſter, 
in behalf of a man ſo loſt to every ſenſe of 


honour; and to avoid any farther ſolicita- 
tions he was pre-determined to reject, pre- 


vailed on Lady Edwin to leave town imme- 


diately: Mrs. Herbert declined accompany- 


ing them ; ſhe had hitherto fulfilled, to the 
utmoſt of her power, her conjugal duties, 


nor could ſhe now, in the hour of diſtreſs, 
. notwithſtanding his libertine conduct, pre- 
vail on herſelf to deſert her huſband. He 


had forbid her coming to him, but ſhe 


_ Choſe to ſay within reach of ring the 
father of her 3 


CHAP, 
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Broken Bones. 


Youns Herbert, whoſe ill ſtate of 
health prevented his being at Mr, Edwin's 
wedding, was ſent for to town on this grie- 
vous occaſion — Though fond of his mo- 
ther, whoſe idol he was, and always feel- 
ing for her ill treatment, he did not think 
himſelf excuſed by the bad opinion he en- 
tertained of the. morals of his father, 
from paying his duty to him as his ſon. - 
Indeed that unhappy man had ever 
treated each of his children with indulgence 
and tenderneſs, though he fo blindly ran. 
on in actions he well knew mult in the end 
ruin their fortunes, Mrs. Herbert's. join- 


ture was all that was left of the wreck = 


of their once affluent circumſtances - — He 
had 
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had never propoſed to her parting with 
that; and if he had, her ſtrong maternal 


feelings would have refuſed a ſacrifice for 


which her dear boy would ſuffer. 

Charles found his father in a ſituation 
which wrung his ſoul, in a paltry lodging 
at a grocer's ſhop, up one pair of narrow 
ſtairs, in dirty linen, and unſhaved face. 
At a table, with his bottle before him, fac 


Mr. Herbert ; his once handſome perſon 


\ loſt in the ſlovenly diſguiſe of inebriety and 
indolence — On one fide ſat his miſtreſs, 
with two of her children, on the other a 
a man in. naval uniform; they were in a 
roar of mirth, when the appearance of 
young Herbert, in whoſe countenance the 
diſtreſs of his mind was viſibly pictured, 
brought the bluſh of ſhame into his fa- 

' ther's cheek, and impoſed filence on his 
companions — Charles was at firſt only 

* ſenſible of the dreadful change in Mr. Her- 
bert's circumſtances.: to viſit him in pri- 
ſon, and to know that his vices brought 
him there, were facts that at once filled him 
with compaſſion and ſhame — but the. 


changed 
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of whom he had been always proud, 


be done to relieve him from a ſtate equally 
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changed figure of a beloved parent, took 
from him all power of reflection — In the 
effuſions of filial tenderneſs, he remem- 
bered only the wretched fate of his father, - 


without thinking on the iniquitous life in 
in which it had originated. 


Mr. Herbert was not an ill-natured 
man; the agony in which he beheld a ſon, 


brought to his mind in full force, the in- 
Juries he had done his family ; ſhame and 


grief overwhelmed him; and when Charles, 


with folemn reſpect, afked if nothing could 


diſtrefling and diſgraceful, he hid his face 
and wept aloud. - 

A pauſe enſued. 

'Young Herbert had then a view of his 
father's companions—he recollected Nichols 
when ſhe waited on his mother; a glow of 


indignation took poſſeſſion of thoſe features 
which but a moment before expreſſed no- 


thing but duty and affection — Darting a 
contemptuous look at her, he bid her leaye 


the room—She, heated with liquor, refuſed 


to 


- — — — cn. 8 _—_ 


* —— — 


s A N N 4. 


to obey him; on which, forgetting the re- 
ſpect due to his father's preſence, he roſe to 


turn her out. 


Nichols was viotent in her temper, and 


virulent in her language, her rage increaſed 


with her refiſtance, her outcries brought 


the man whom ſhe called brother, to her 


aſſiſtance; he was a ſtout, ill- looking fel- 
low, about thirty-five, and made up to 


Herbert in a threatening poſture — The 
young man, whoſe natural ſtrength and 
courage was increaſed by a ſenſe of a fa- 
ther's ruin and a mother's injuries, that 
mother, now full in his mind, with all 


her ſorrows about her; burſting with rage 
and anguiſh, as an object more ſuitable to 
him, he inſtantly let go the woman, and 


| ſeizing on her champion, threw him down: 
ſtairs where he lay ſenſeleſs. 


The alarm. given by ſuch an affair was 
foon ſpread; a ſurgeon, was. immediately 
ſent for, who found his collar bone broke, 
and one hip diſlocated, and, moreover, from 


the habit of body he was in, pronounced 


him in the utmoſt danger; the woman tore 
her. 
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her hair, and ran about diſtracted, vowing 


ſhe would have blood for blood. 
Thoſe threats from one he well knew ca- 


p pable of putting them in execution, ſtruck 


Mr. Herbert to the ſoul; it was in vain he 
implored her to be calm; to wait the 
event, and to have in conſideration, that it 


was his ſon ſhe ſo violently vowed to be the 


deſtruction of. 


Inſtead. of the effects he wiſhed his en- 


treaties to have, it only exaſperated her 


more, and ſeveral expreſſions ſhe let drop, 
giving him reafon to ſuppoſe her concern 
was for a perſon criminally dear to her, 
though he had been looked on, and ſup- - 
ported by him as her brother, he threw him- 
ſelf into the arms of his ſon, crying, Oh! 
Charles, Charles, canſt thou yet bear the 


e preſence of a father, who, for that devil, 


« has brought thy amiable- mother, thy 
lovely ſiſter, and thyſelf to ruin; who, for 


* her, and for wretches like her, has entailed 


poverty and dependence on his poſte- 
r ity; and who now, by the vide exceſs of 
| “ wick- 
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* wickedneſs has perhaps brought his 


only ſon to an untimely end. 
Fly, Charles! leave me, while yet the 


+ confuſion and the abſence of that fiend 


* will admit it — fave, for the ſake of thy 
poor mother, a life of ſuch conſequence 
« to. her; let not my crimes drive her to 
« madneſs; let them not rob my innocent 


Patty of her only protector.“ 

Charles, his heart wrung by the grief 
of his father, and ſnocked at the likely con- 
ſequences of his raſhneſs, yet felt a joy 
not to be deſcribed, at this confeſſion of 
his ſenſe of the errors of his lite ; he en- 
treated him to be comforted; now, that he 
was ſenſible of the wrong ſteps he had 

taken, fortune would. again ſmile on him. 
Oh never, never, anſwered the diſtracted 
man! Go, go, my dear, my noble fon — 
if thou would'ſt not rob me of my ſenſes, 
let me know thee out of danger: — ſwear 
thou wilt inſtantly quit the kingdom : — 
trifle not with my agony ; leave me, I com- 
mand thee, this inſtant, if (running to his 
piſlol) if thou would'ſt not ſee me add ſui- 
cide 
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cide to my other ſins, — Terrified at this 
threat, he ſwore to obey him. 

The vile woman had now left the room, 
to aſſiſt in carry ing up the man; in the con- 
fuſion and hurry it was therefore poſſible to 
paſs unnoticed. Fetch another ſurgeon, 
ſaid Mr. Herbert to his ſon, * this moment.” 
On that pretence, he paſſed the people in 
the houſe, and, what was ſtill more lucky, 
the conſtables, who had been ſent for on 
the firſt alarm by the outrageous Nichols. 

When he reached the oppoſite ſide, he 
looked up at his father's apartment, where 
he ſaw him ſtanding watching eagerly whe- 
ther he had eſcaped, which finding he had 
effected, he waved his hand, pointing to 
the South, meaning for him to go to France: 
this he ceſolved to do, but he had matters 
to ſettle, of more conſequence to him than 
even the preſervation of exiſtence ;. his mo» 
ther's weak health and ſpirits muſt be armed 
for the news, and there was one more perſon 
he wiſhed not to leave England without 
ſeeing. 
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He had heard from his filter, of Anna's 
diſgrace in Groſvenor ſquare ; the vices laid 
to her charge he gave not the leaſt credit 
to, but be was not ſo clear in his ſuſpicions 
of her connection with Edwin, which he 
was now confirmed in, by hearing of the 
note he conveyed to her, from his ſiſter. 


Attached to her from principle, as well 
2s paſſion, which had increaſed in every 
interview, he found himſelf unable to con- 
quer bis prejudices in her favour, — Not- 
withſtanding ſo many reaſons to think with 


lets reſpet on a woman of doubtful charac- 


ter, his partial fancy wandered over her per- 
fections, and dwelt ſo ſtrongly on her 
charms; reaſon, reflection, nor the inſupe- 

Table bars of fate, had power to leſſen her 
empire over his mind. — Though his peace 
was deſtroyed, and his health impaired by 
the continual ſtruggles of hope and fear in 
his boſom, he at laſt ſtole from Oxford, 
and (what myſtery will not love develope) 
traced. Miſs Manſel to Dalton's: it was at 
this period he made his acquaintance 
with Collet, with whom he regularly dor. 
reſponded; 4 
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reſponded'; it was him he wanted to ſee in 
the firſt inftance; and, as he was going, 
perhaps for ever, to endeavour to obtain 
one interview with Anna, merely to catch 
a laſt look, to confeſs to her his hopeleſs 
love, and to try to prevail on her, for 
her own fake to return to Parſon Manſel's, 
and to bid her adieu for eyer | 

He croſſed the water, and taking a 
coach from Tower Hill, arrived at Lay- 
ton the very day after Anna left it. Col- 

let gave him a moſt friendly reception, 
and told him he had juſt wrote an account” 
he was ſorry to give him of Miſs Manſel. 

Mr. Herbert's countenance, when he 
entered, was fluſhed, partly with the agita- 
tions of his mind, and partly with the idea 
in which he had indulged himſelf, of vent- 
ing a' paſſion that deſtroyed him, at the 
feet of the object who inſpired it, changed 
to a deadly pale, not daring to aſk what 
he” dreaded to hear; for however ſtrong 
appearances were againſt our heroine, the 

rooted good opinion and reſpect which 
her conſtant ſociety and conduct had given 
s him 
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him at Llandore, and the eſtabliſhed amia- 
ble character ſhe bore during her reſidence 
there, as well as the love expreſſed for her 
by ſo good a man, and ſo worthy a woman 
as the rector and his wife, together with 
the ſecret hopes which ever accompanies a 
lover's wiſh, had always flattered him ſhe 
might yet be innocent, though not for 
bim. | 

But now Collet's diſmal countenance, at 


once the enſign of pity and ill news, 


ſhocked him beyond. the power of utter- 
ance; after a little pauſe, however, his 
reaſon reaſumed its ſway, and he heard the 
account of her elopement with emotions of 
ſorrow, in which compaſſion was viſibly 
blended; he regretted her not being fol- 
lowed, though now all doubts of her ſe- 
duction by Edwin were at an end. Thoſe 
only who have felt every joy blaſted, every 
wich fruſtrated, can form an idea of the 
diſtreſs of mind he laboured under at this 
moment; his heart died within him; the 
thoughts of flying to the continent no lon- 
ger engroſſed his attention; of what valus 


Was 
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was life to a man deprived of the wretch's 
laſt reſource, hope? He revealed to Col- 
let the accident that happened to him, and 
the conſequences he had ſuch reaſon to ap- 
prehend from the effects of his paſſion. 
Collet now turned as pale in his turn. 
« What,” cried he, can you then fo 
te coolly talk of an event that may bring 
you to an untimely death? why, for 


God's ſake, are you here, why do you 


c not leave the kingdom? But ſtay, where 
« jg the man do you ſay? Here, write, 
« write directions; and, Lord have mercy 
upon us, what will become of your 
friends? you ſay you have a mother? you 
are too much in love to think of her, I 
ſuppoſe. Come, let us go,” putting on 
his hat | 

Herbert, whoſe filial attention had been 
wholly loſt in the deſpair which ſeized 
him on Collet's account of Anna, now, 
indeed; remembered he had a mother, one 
-whoſe life hung upon his weltare, and a 
ſiſter who doted on him; he therefore 
gratefully accepted of Collet's offer to ac 


company 
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company him to town to viſit the man, 
and to render him any farther ſervice the 
exigency of the caſe required. 
When they reached the Borough, Col- 
let alighted, and Herbert went on to the 
London coffee houſe, as a place leſs likely 
for him to be known, in caſe of the worſt, 
than anyone in the vicinity of St. James's 
end of the town. When Collet arrived at the 
gtocer's, he inquired for Mr, Herbert, 
and was moſt agreeably ſurpriſed to hear he 
had gone from thence, having ſent for his 
lawyer, and removed himſelf to the Fleet; 
his next inquiries were of Mrs. eee 

ehr 

* Brother!“ anſwered db woman of 
this! houſe,” the fellow the calls ſo is bad 
tc enough I believe, and ſhe ſuffers enough 5 
for him! but I affure you, Sir, though 
let lodgings, if 1 had known ſhe was 

c hot Mr. Herbert's wife, ſhe ſhould not 

© have ſet her foot here; it was not the act 
* of a gentleman to bring ſuch a creature | 
« to an honeff houſe, when he had got ſo 


* good a lady and ſuch ſweet children — 
* Poor 
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« Poor dear gentlewoman, t'would have 
te melted a heart of ſtone to have ſeen her 
« and her daughter, lamenting over each 
& other, and falling on their knees to pray 
the ſon might get out of the kingdom, 
6 for the Doctor ſays, the man will ſar⸗ 
« tainly die.“ 

Collet could bear to hear no more; he 
inquired where the ſurgeon lived, and 
having got directions, waited on him im- 
mediately ; he happened Juckily not only 
to be a ſkilful, humane man, but one 
who had. walked the hoſpitals with Collet, 
and was an old acquaintance — He gave 
him every light into the man's ſituation in 
his power, and concluded by ſaying, if it 
was. poffible to keep the woman from him, 
he ſhould hope to lower the fever; and 
in that caſe, the thigh being reduced, and 
the bone ſer, he might recover; but though 
he had told her the evil conſequences which 
would certainly follow her obſtinately difs 
turbing him with her turbulent grief, 
he had not been able to n an. 
leave him. * 

Vor. III. Fr At 
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At Collet's defire they went there, and 
being  ſhewn into a room adjoining that 
. where the patient lay, heard Nichols in a 
loud key, between crying and ſcolding, 
vowing revenge againſt the murderer of 
her dear Jack. 

She was informed the Doctor waged to 
ſpeak with her; when ſhe made her ap- 
pearance, he begged her to think on the 
advice he had given her, and if the life of 
the ſick perſon was really dear to her, to 
permit him to be quiet. 

 Collet was a very good ſurgeon, Woche 
ky, and man-midwife ; he was more, he 
knew a little ſmattering of the law, which 
he had picked vp in his youth at the houſe 
of an uncle who was of that profeſlion. 

The landlady entering with very little 


4 ceremony, at this moment, to demand her 


rent, and at the fame time to require ſecu- 

rity” for what might become farther due 

\ þefore the man would be ſit to remove if he 

recovered, 'Collet aſked who had taken the 

| lodgings? Mr. Herbert was the anſwer, — 
& This lady, then, can habe no right 

« oe,” | 
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« here,” ſaid he; I will pay what may be 
te due from that gentleman; you muſt your- 
« ſelf determine whether, when I diſcharge 
ee the apartment, you will any this "er 
te for your tenant.” _ 
te Not for the world,” ——_ the wor 
man; © the beſt ladies, whoſe misfortune 
« it is to be obliged to live in the rules, 
* occupy my apartments; I have no occa- 
& fjon to take in caſt miſtteſſes.“ 
Nichols, -whoſe cunning equalled her 
wickedneſs, for the firſt time now thought 
of the unthrifty game ſhe was playing. 
Mrs. Emmerſon, indeed, knew well 

enough from the beginning, the character of 
Nichols; but while her lodgers paid defore- 
hand, and ſpent with. profuſeneſs, money, 
which, if properly applied, would go far 
towards ſatisfying their creditors, it was 
her way to be the moſt ſervile and fawn- 

ing of creatures; but when it was no longer 

in their power to feed her unbounded ava- 
rice, no one knew the art of changing 

_—— or with ſo little ceremony. 

9 F 2 _ Mrs. 
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Mrs. Herbert, the lawful wife, with her 
— daughter, whoſe appearance in their un- 
| Ureſs was elegant and genteel, and in a 
carriage, (one of Mr. Edwin's) which was 
ſplendid, were objects of | infinitely more 
conſequence, to her, than Nichols, now 
abandoned by her keeper, although ſhe 
Rad maintained, at a moſt extravagant rate, 
all the family, from the time they had 
been in the lodgings ; this the wretched 
woman felt, and though ſhe was not ſo 
deftitute-of the means to inſure reſpect as 
her landlady ſuppoſed ; the idea of being 
debarred from ſeeing her quondam bro- 
ther, brought her to a humble ſenſe of her 
tuation, the promiſed if ſhe was ſuffered 
to continue there till Tyrrel could be ſafely 
removed, ſhe would not enter his room 
without their leave. 

On chis, Mrs. Emmerſon was promiſed 
- payment- of every expence that ſhould be 
- incurred, and the two ſurgeons then viſited 
the patient. 
They found him with every ſymptom 
of an inflammatory fever, reſtleſs, and ap- 
parently* | 
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parently in great agony, yet ſenſible, He 
alked with , eagerneſs if there were any 
hopes of his recovery? Mr. Walker told 
him, and it was confirmed by Collet, that 
all depended on his being kept quiet. 

Aſter a little pauſe, Then,“ ſaid he, 
« gentlemen, you admit it to be doubt ful, 
* and that is enough to give me warning 
„that I ſhall foon be called upon, to an- 


« (wer at the bar of heaven, for the fins 


* of my paſt life: while I have my ſenfes, 
then, let me make all the atonement now 
* in. my power, for the injury I have: 
« done. the gentleman, who, if I defer it, 

s and die, muſt ſuffer for an act to which | 
I provoked him.” 

Mr. Walker would have adviſed him to 
compoſe himſelf for the preſent, alledging 
the certainty there was, of the leaft agita- 
tion increaſing the fever; but Collet, who 
thought if he expired as ſoon as his con- 
feſſion was ended, it was of far leſs im- 
port, than keeping one moment in ſuſpenſe 
the ſafety of ſuch a- man as Charles Her- 


| * bert, 


* 


. 
bert, ran out of the room, and in a ſecond 


returned with pen, ink, and paper, and ad- 
viling him to encourage thoſe repentant 


thoughts, ſet down with great gravity to 
rake his confeffion, =» 

Nichols, too guilty not to be alarmed 
at Collet's conduct, ruſhed fiercely in, de- 
manding what they were at? Her preſence 
viſibly diſordered the ſick man; he begged 


the might be ſenk out of the room, and Col- 
let ſeizing her, not in the moſt gentle man- 


ner, forced her into an adjoining apartment, 


locked her in, telling her in a determined 
voice, if ſhe attempted to interrupt them 


again, ſhe fnould inſtantly be turned out of 
the houſe. He returned then to his of- 
fice, and took down the following particu- 
lars, given at broken — 1 * by 
the patient: Mmalol ion 

James Tynel Johatarity: aid, 


| 2 he lived fellow ſervant with Elizabeth 
Nichols, by whom he had a child, be- 
2 waited' on Mrs. Herbert, on 


6: which account he abſconded ; and en- 
'* rered an board a man of var; that find- 
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ing Mr. Herbert had taken Nichols into 
* keeping, and that he was a man of inte · 
« reſt, he applied to his old friend, who 
„as rejoiced to ſee him, and introduced 
ee him to Mr. Herbert as her half brother, 
ec and prevailed on him to get him a gun- 
gner's warrant; that they renewed their 
4 connection whenever he could leave the 
<« ſhip, which having done once too often, 
4 he was broke; fince which they had mu- 
« tually agreed to make up a ſum of money 
c and elope from Mr. Herbert; that they 
e had ſucceeded ſo far as to realize two 
thouſand pounds, and the next morning 
(now they had got all there was to be 
e had) was fixed for their departure when 
c the accident happened which is like 
to end in this criminal's death; but the 
« ſaid James Tyrrel ſolemnly declares, in 
the preſence of Joſiah, Walker, and Je- 
* temiah Collet, that he firſt afſaulted Mr. 
Herbert, without any provocation what - 
ever, and he is ſure that gentleman was 
£4, wholly innocent bo _s LOT a 
hn STOREY bac he 
5 F FY | With 
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With this paper as ſoon as ſigned and 
witneſſed, Which was done in the preſence 
of Emmerſon and his wife, who were ſum- 
moned ſor the oecaſion, Collet was in ſuch 
_ a hurry to get away, that he forgot to li- 
berate the lady, or to get into a coach he 
had ordered to be called, but ran away to 
the London coffee - houſe, where he found 
Mr. Herbert, with a packet of letters be- 
fore him, ſealed and directed, and himſelf 
| Collet e 8 the good 
. news he had brought, and ſhewing him 
the confeſſiun of Tyrrel, now averred there 
was. — iand 
friends and: country; : 
It is not to be doubted * 11" OR 
glad to find the black and abhorred crime 
of premeditated murder was not attributed 
to him; but acquittal of ' this, and every 
other error of his nature, could not give 


Pesce to his boſomz there the ſeducing 


form of Anna for ever dwelt Reaſon nor 
| Philoſophy could reconcile him to her loſs, - 
3 which every moment afflicted him be- 

yond }. 
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yond the laſh, — His heart ſunk when 
he reflected on her preſent ſituation; he 
had conſidered and re · conſidered how he 
could exiſt, breathing the ſame air with 
her, for ever loſt to him—having concluded 
it impoſſible, he reſolved to leave the king- 
* and when on the Continent, write to 
his friends for leave to continue ſome” 
time abroad previous to AE the” 
Temple. 
Collet's ee ee had not 
the effect he expected; Herbert found his 
mother had been at Emmerſon's, and that ſne 
concluded him gone; the reaſon he choſe 
to aſſign for parting was, he thought beſt 
avoided ; and having given his friend thoſe 
reaſons, and engaged his correſpondence, 
he ſent for: a chaiſe and ſet off for Dover. 
Collet, from the time he had left home, 
till the preſent moment, had never be- 
ſtowed a thought on Layton; but the in- 
ſtant he had done the laſt friendly office 
for Herbert, and had ſeen him from the 
door, it occurred to him, that he had three 
women, from each of whom he was in" 


F.5. hourly 
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hourly expectation of a ſummons, two men 
in fevers, and a boy with a broken leg, 
every one of whom he ought to have viſited 
that evening, and that he had left home 
without the leaſt intimation of where he 
was going or when he ſhould return; he 
had alſo promiſed Charles to wait on Mrs. 
Herbert in the morning, and inform her 
of all that had paſſed at Emmerſon's, but 
without - binting that he had ſeen her 
ſon, or on what occaſion; immediately 


then throwing himſelf i into a * 
he e to Layton. 


CHAP. 
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Ir was broad day when the Doctor reached 
his own houſe, which was in no ſmall con- 
' fuſion on account of his abſence; finding 
he had not been particularly wanted, he 
retired extremely fatigued, and enjoyed the 
heavenly. repoſe a ſenſe of having acted 
under that divine command of loving our 
; neighbours as ourſelves, and doing unto 
all men as we would they ſhould do unto 
us, inſures. 

The next morning. brought Mrs. Wel- 
lers, among the reſt of his friends, to inquire 
| by what ſudden power Collet had vaniſhed;; 
her, and her only, he made acquainted with 
the whole affair,” ſhewed her the letters he 

promiſed to deliver, and which he intended 
| F 6. going: 
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going to town to do as ſoon as he had been 
round to viſit his patients. 

The one directed to Mrs. Kb in 
Groſvenor ſquare, caught her eye; ſhe told 
him ſhe had two days ago been twice there, 
and was aſſured all the family had left town. 
But as 1 have not informed my reader of 
the ſucceſs of that lady's inquiries after my 
heroine's character, I muſt account for 
ſome - e her behaviour, by doing 'it 


now. 

She went, her fon eſcorting her to Sir 
Wilm Edwin's, where expreſſing much 
diſappbintment at bearing they had left 
tovyn, the” ſervant told her young Mr. 
Edwin lived in Portman ſquare. They 


drove there the ladies were not ſtirring 
they aſked what time they would be viſible? 
About two o'clock— At two they returned, 
and were uſhered through a ſuite of magni- 
ficent rooms; into one, in which ſat Mrs. 
Edwin and Cecilia, attended by Frajan, 
who; was now 21 row We" tom = 
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Mrs. Wellers' curioſity was excited 
about thoſe young ladies, more from the 
reports of others than any thing ſhe had 
heard from Anna; her grateful remem 
brance of the former kindneſs of that fas 
mily had ſealed her lips, reſpecting any ili 
qualities Miſs Edwin might be ſubject to; 
as to Mrs. Edwin ſhe was in a manner a 
ſtranger to her; but ſuch very ſine ladies 
eould not but be famous ; they led th 
mode; the Edwin cap, hat, WG ji 
were univerſally worre. * 
They were ſitting on white an Ott 

mans, a ſuperb breakfaſt; equipage before. 
them; the room breathed perfumes; it was: 
decorated with the choiceſt and moſt 
beautiful flowers in the fineſt china vaſes; 
the toilette magnificently ſet out with 
ſilver allagree boxes; and the aſſemblage 
of every elegance luxury could event, or 
money purchaſe, were here in men 
profuſion. 55002 550 Das mh 
Mrs. Edwin's dls _ a e | 
td gavee chemile lined with es: 

| | perſian z 
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perſian; Cecilia's the ſame, with the — 


rence of a laylac lining. by 

But peace dwelt not on the brow of he 
fair miſtreſs ofthis elegant manſion; a fret- 
ful ſullenneſs clouded: her: features; not in 


the paſſeſſion of her huſband's: affections, 
ſue deſpiſed the ridiculous advice of her 
mother-in-law, and ſcorned to court, where 
ber vanity told her ſhe ought to be courted; 
her houſe was a continual ſcene of diſſipa- 
tion; yet there ſhe was reſtleſs and diffatis- 
fied ; her delicate conſtitution. began to 
ſuffer from the fatigue. of following each 
faſhionable reſort: in. ſearch of bappineſs, 
and-this-morning her eyes were ſunk lan- 
guidly in that head, which ſtill violently 
 ached, from nne the . 
ing evening. 
NI Edwin was more rn the * 
tracted the notice of 2, man of faſhion and 
quality, who had looked and ſwore enough 
o gratify any coquette alive. 
Mrs. Wellers being received with great 
politeneſs and ſeated, opened her buſineſs; 


it was (Lady Edwin not being in town) to 
inquire 


En þ 
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inquire the character of a young perſon 
who an 1 her as CUE a _ 
Manſel. | 
Mrs. Edwin, dpd and out & i- 
rits before, appeared greatly affected at the 
name, and preſently burſt into tears; the 
ſadneſs of her appearance, amidſt ſo many - 
ſourees of pleaſure had ſenſibly ſtruck Mrs. 
Wellers the moment ſhe came in, and to 
find the cauſe originated with her favourite, 
_ Hot a little ſhocked her. 
Miſs Edwin immediately anſwered bw 
Inquiries, in a manner the reader will ex- 
pet. Frajan was ready not only to con- 
firm but invent; and Mrs. Wellers appear- 
ing a very good fort of a woman, was told 
in confidence they had every reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect Mr. Edwin now er 2 7 the ob- 
Jeet el her inquir 7/7. 
Mrs. Edwin's tears flowed afreſh at this 
part of the ftory 3 and M. Wellers 
ſhocked, mortified, Wa FW os pe "_ 
her leave. 
- When y e dn ahe: nne lee 
begaa to expreſs her diſtreſs at What had 
| bots 
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happened, Mr, Wellers, without the leaſt 
change of countenance, declared his reſoly- 
tion of never taking any one into his houſe 
without a good character, be their appear. 
ance ever ſa ſpecious. 
As they drove on an ed on-what 
* "had paſied;;and all che had heard 5 but 
when ſhe came to compare the actions ſhe 
had been told of, with the ingenuous look, 
the elegant manners, and refined ſentiments 
of Anna, ſuch a flagrant contradiction ſhe 
was aſtoniſhed. at; and recollecting how. 
inconſiſtent with their account of her had 
been the behaviour ſhe. was accidentally 
witneſs to when Edwin viſited her, her 
partiality returned, and rendered Miſs 
Edwin's character of Anna incredible; ſhe 
once more went to Groſvenor ſquare, in 
order to get directions to write to Lady 
Cecilia, and reſolved to avoid coming to a 
final eglaireiflement with * till ſhe board Ah 


| Again ſhe queſtioned the ſervants, very. 


| _ eloſely about any of the family's. being in 
| Nn and again ſhe was as ſtoutly anſwered | 
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in the negative; ſo that the letter to Mrs. 
Herbert there, might well ſurpriſe her, 
though the elopement of our heroine, with 
the abſence of Mr. Edwin from home, 
and the poſitive aſſerverations that he was 
in the village, left it but too probable all 
ſhe had heard was true, which was agreed” 
to by Collet, whoſe attachment to Herbert 
was evinced by the concern he felt. Strol- 
ing home, ſhe called at Dalton's, merely by 
way of hearing the chat of the day. Mrs. 
Dalton was crying; the diſappointmenc of 
her hopes, and the uncertainty of what 
was become of Anna, extremely affected 
her; and the cautious huſband not being 
in the way to prevent ber, ſhe told Mrs. 
Wellers the whole ſtory of Lord Sutton's 
love for Anna, and the great Wr he had 
made her. Nu 05 AY dx 7. 
Mrs. Wellers was Aub with aſtobiſh- 
ment. — ſhe could not believe it; the letter 
he had ſent Anna ſhe had left carelefily on 
the table, where Mrs. Dalton had found it 7 
it was produced as evidence of the truth of * 
her aſſertion. 1 1535 Err va; 
Good 
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« Good God!“ exclaimed Mrs. Wellers, 
hat wickedneſs lurks under this myſtery; 
* can it be can a nobleman wiſh to marry, 
* can he court in an honourable way, 2 
« young perſon he has himſelf known to 
« be an impoſtor, a thief ?” 

% Who a thief, Madam?” anſwered Mrs, 
Dalton, colouring; “not Anna, nobody can 
* xccuſe her, 1-am ſure, of ſuch an act; I 
will pledge my life for her principles in 
< every reſpect ; very bad things have been 
aid of her in this wicked village; but ſhe 
« js as innocent, Madam, as a new born 
infant, wherever ſhe is.“ | 

% Will you permit me, Mrs. Dalbos; to 
« take this letter with me? It will help to 
clear Miſs Manſel, if ſhe is innocent, of 
« many a vile imputation.“ Mrs. Dalton 
agreed to it, and Mrs. Wellers took it home 
with her. 

In the greateſt eden, ſhe read it 
over and over; and, in turning ic, found the 
rough draught of Anna's anſwer ;. ſpight of 
her elopement, ſpight of the words and ho- 


nour of two ladies of the ton, and a French 
waiting 
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waiting woman, Mrs. Wellers gave way 


to a benevolent joy; ſuch a proof of the 


innocence of her dear girl was, ſhe ſaid, 
the ſtrongeſt cordial to her ſpirits. 

She ſent for Bently —he was gone to 
London, and had not been at home all 


night; Collet was next -acquainted with 
this extraordinary circumſtance ; he took a 


copy to ſend to Charles, and the original to 
ſhew Mrs. Herbert, with which he ſet off to 
town; firſt going to the Borough, where he 


heard that Nichols, finding ſhe was diſco- 


vered, had decamped very early that 
morning, and Tyrrel "gs in a fair way of 
Tecover Yo 
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| From the Borough Mr. Collet went 
to Groſvenor ſquare: — Mrs. Herbert was 
at firſt denied, but on his ſaying he brought 
letters from her ſon, he was inſtantly ad- 
mitted'; here he found a gentleman, blend- 
ing his tears with thoſe of I 
mother and daughter. 

Mrs. Herbert was leaning bock in an 
arm chair, the picture of filent woe, the 
big tear, in ſpeechleſs agony, rolling down 
her pale check; while Patty, whoſe face 
reſted on her folding arms as ſhe ſat at the 
table, audibly ſobbed. 0 

The gentleman. who appeared extremely 
affected, aroſe the inſtant Collet entered: 
We fear, Sir, to aſk you the news: is the 


4 villain yet living ? is Mr. Herbert ſafe ?” 
| «Oh! 
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& Oh!” cried the!fond mother, who could 
now ſpeak, «© ſay it, ſay but my ſon, the pride 
« of my life, the darling of my;ſoul, is ſafe, 
ee out of the reach of that malignant fate he 
ce jnherits from his mother, and while I live 
Iwill revere you as my good angel.“ — 
Miſs Herbert involuntarily advanced, and, 
catching hold of his hand, burſt into a freſh - 
flood of tears. Collet was too much affected 
to anſwer : he felt for the letters ; and; in 
his hurry to deliver the one he received from 
her ſon for her, he gave into- the hand of 
the gentleman the one he had wrote to ſend 
to Herbert, with copies of Lord Sutton's 
letter and Anna's anſwer, which he had-not 
yet ſealed, reſerving it to tell him of his Jour- 
ney to Groſvenor ſquare. = 4 

Mrs. Herbert waited trembling to know 
t contents, and Patty eagerly looked 
over his ſhoulder, but the ſurprize of each 
was equal, on finding it addreſſed to Charles, 
and full of Anna; — Patty coloured; the 
gentleman turned pale,— 

Ah l“ cried Mrs. Herbert, « why are 
«you ſo muchaffected | — Tell, tell me the 


6 worſt, ; 
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< worſt, that if my ſon muſt die, I may reſign 
* tomy own fate: He begged her not to 
be alarmed ; and, turning to Collet, You 
ec have, I believe, Sir,” ſaid he, © made ſome 
« miſtake in this letter,” returning it. 

« Oh, Cot fo !— ſo 1 have,” anſwered 
the Doctor, colouring, © this is Mrs. Her- 
« bert's,” giving the right, and one to Miſs 
Herbert. 

«« But where, where is he Sir?“ — 

— In France by this time.— 

' God be praiſed,” ſaid Mrs. Herbert, 
falling on her knees; © ſpare, ſpare and 
« bleſs him, O merciful God; once more 
« Jet me fold him in ſafety and honour to 
to my boſom, and diſpoſe of the miſerable 
c remnagt of my days as thou ſce'ſt fit.“ 
The Doctor was too much affected to aſſi ſt 
Wilkinſon in lifting her up, who, when ſhe 
was re-ſeated, at her requeſt, her own eyes 
being blinded with tears, read Mr. Her- 
3 bert's letter, which was as follows: 
Wben I parted from the beſt of mo- 


thers, this morning, how little did 1 fore- 
ſee 
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ſee the poſſibility of any event which could 
turn the deſired preſence of her ſon, into ſo 
dreadful an aggravation of her diſtreſs : 
arm your heart, my beloved, my ever ho- 
noured mother, with that firm confidence 
in heaven, you have all your life, both by 
precept and example, taught your children; 
fear not but I am too ſenſible of the very 
few comforts left you, not to take the 
greateſt care of my own preſervation ; I am 
ſure I am fafe ; the virtues of my mother 
are my ſhield and defence. 

© Forgive, deareſt Madam, the unjuſti- 
fiable raſhneſs that has (though on my part 
perfectly undefigned) in all probability rob- 
beda fellow creature of his exiſtence, I know 
your prayers will be inceſſantly offered for 
me; and I truſt, ſhould the worſt happen, the 
imputation of murder will not reſt on your 
ſon: — My unhappy father! what ſhall I 
ſay of him ? would to God he could fee 
his error, all might yet be well. —Be happy, 
my ever loved mother; grieve not, I implore 
you ; this misfortune will be too heavy for 
me, if you bear it not with that firmneſs 
of 
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of mind which has hitherto ſupported you. 
As ſoon as I reach the continent I will 
write to Sir William, for his permiſſion to 
finiſh my ſtudies abroad ; and, at every 
pofible opportunity, gratify my own feel- 
ings in writing'to you. — Let me not for- 
get what I owe to the bearer, Mr. Collet, 
who, in every ſenſe of the epithet, has been 
the warm and difintereſted friend of, 


deareſt Madam, 
Your duifuful 


and affectionate ſon, 
' CHarLEts HERBERT.“ 


This letter, which, wet with maternal 
tears, was put in Mrs. Herbert's boſom, 
gave a new turn-to the countenances of all 
preſent. — Patty ſaid, her brother, her dear 
brother, had wrote charmingly to her, bur 
it was not juſt now neceſſary her mama 
mould fee bis letter; ſhe was already too 
much affected: all acknowledged Col- 
let's kindneſs; but when he came to Tyr- 
rel's confeſſion; their joy and gratitude were 
ungovernable : Patty declared ſhe would 
N Ty” go 


” 


e 121 


go to her papa that night. But this Mrs. 
Herbert oppoſed, as they knew not how 
he might be affected at the diſcovery; he 
may perhaps chuſe, ſaid ſhe, to have as 
few witneſſes as poſſible of his feelings. 
Mr. Wilkinſon has buſineſs with him; if 
Mr. Collet will trouble himſelf to go with 
him, he will, ar will not, tell all that has 
paſt in the Borough, as be judges beſt, 
from the diſpoſition in eh they find 
him. 

Collet again King his patients and the 
village, but. begged for a diſh of tea, The 
ladies apologized for. their neglect; and 
while they were taking ir, he aſked Mrs. 
Herbert, how ſhe had heard of the diſagree- 
able accident? She immediately handed 
him this note f 
© Deſeryiog, unhappy woman, thy curſes 
on me cannot, increaſe my miſery or deſpair; 
nor can the conſciouſneſs of thy own virtues ' 
give thee comfort adequate to thy ſorrows. 
Our ſon, that dear faultleſs youth, irritated 
bythe vices of his father, has forfeited his 
life to the laws of his country, He has 
Vor. A eſcaped 
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Apel for the preſent. Let thy prayers be 
offered to the God thou haſt ſerved, that 
he may be ſo fortunate as to get out of the 
reach of his purſuers —thine may avail— 
mine cannot. * | 
+4 i. C. H. ” 
ve « Qht” faid "RO? te if you had ſeen us 
</at the receipt of that ſhocking note! but 
* thank God (ſmiling through her tears) 
« it is over; it was brought us at my 
& couſin's—we went directly in his chariot to 
the Borough he was not at home, or I am 
e {ſure he would have gone with us—and 
« there au ugly woman ran on talking of every 
E thing but what we wanted to know, Papa 
ee was gone, and they faid the man was 
dying; but, God be praiſed, it is over, 
te and we ſhall never ſee that ſhocking place 
, ugaig! (Only think, mama, Mrs. Edwin 
* has never ſent, nor Miſs Edwin!“ © In- 
human h cried Wilkinſon, with indigna- 
tion; but come, Sir, we * de too 
mim | 
They left the ladies comparatively happy, 
and * Mr. Herbert ſurrounded with 


t | | Papers, 
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papers, a ſettled gloom on his countenance, 
and unſhaved or dreſſed. When Wilkinſon 
entered, a gleam of ſatisfaction beamed on 
his face, but quickly diſappeared after 
the firſt ſalutation. Wilkinſon faid © an 
* execution had been laid on the works, 
& and that he was diſpatched by the other 
1 partners to know what was to be done.” 
Herbert was ſilent. 
FThey are exceedingly diſtreſſed,” con- 
tinned Wilkinſon, 
& 80 am 1,” was the anſwer. © Have 
« you ſeen Mrs. Herbert?“ | 
« He had been there.” : 
Any news of my boy?“ They told him 
- he was fafe, and Tyrrel recovering. Collet * 
then gave an account of his viſit in the 
Borough, and named Nichols. 
* O01 d— her, 4=n her,” =O het in an 
agony 4 £44194, 70 
Wilkinſon took eceation now to MIA 
: ae the ſufferings, the merits, and the 
ſtill warm affection, of Mrs. Herbert; and 
ur the concluſion Collet ptoduced the pa- 
E rin At the petuſal of this 
: 4 8 2 he 


. 
he ſhrunk with horror, but ſaid nothing. 
Wukinſon then aſked if he would permit 
« Mrs. and Miſs Herbert to viſit him?“ 
e No, no!” anſwered he fiercely, © let 
ec them ſtay till to-morrow; I have affairs 
* to ſettle, and cannot be interrupted. You, 
de Sir,“ ſaid he to Collet, „have ated 
cc nobly by my ſon—you muſt do me the 
ce favour to wear this ring,” taking a va- 
luable diamond off his finger. Collet ſtart- 
ed back — to accept of ſuch a preſent from an 
inſolvent for buſineſs in the courſe of his 
profeſſion, would have been conſidered by 
him as an act of injuſtice, and much more 
when it meant to pay for his friendſhip—he 
found himſelf hurt at the idea. Mr. Her- 
bert, however, would not be refuſed; he 
iuſiſted on his taking it, with a warmth 
chat plainly ſhewed be thought himſelf of- 
fended, by Coller's declining his offer. He 
therefore, with great reluctance, at laſt 
put it on his finger, ſecretly reſolying, how- 
ever, it ſhould return to the family. _ 
As Wilkinſon found Mr, Herbert in o 
mood to * of bulineſs, he now propoſed 


going; 


= © NA 125 


going; the leave they took of him was on 
his ſide ſolemn :+ he embraced Wilkinſon 
affectionately — ** Young man,” ſaid he, 
« | have been your friend; if, when I am 
no more, my family ſhould want one, 
do not forget it.“ 

«« Never, Sir,” anſwered he, © can I 


forget the many obligations I am under 


© to you—your intereſt, and that of your 
family, ſhall ever be mine; I. have no 
te doubt but you will yet,“ continued he 


ſmiling, * confer many more favours on 
ce me.” This was ſaid as they were parting. 


Mr. Herbert inſtaritly drew back and ſhut 


the door; and Wilkinſon then had the op- 


portunity he longed for of 1 inquiring aer 
the fate of Auna. 

Mr. Manſel had been laid up with the 
gout three months back; his diſtreſs at not 
hearing from her was unſpeakable, although 
he knew not ſhe had left the Edwins ; and 
Wilkinſon was charged with a letter full of 


remonſtrances at her unkindneſs. His ſur- 
prize at hearing from Mrs. Herbert ſhe was 


gone, and that they were ignorant of her 


63 .*, _praſpiit- 
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preſent ſituation, was, as may be imagined, 
great, and his anxiety not leſs. She had 
been his firſl, and indeed his only love. 
While ſhe was ſingle there was a hope 
which he had fondly indulged. The diſcovery 


Collet's miſtake had made, was at once 


pleafing and painful; he was overjoyed to 
find, as he then thought, where ſhe was; 
and not a little hurt to fee by the ſtyle of 
his letter, the Doctor looked on Herbert as 
her lover. As foon as he could reſume the 
ſubject of the miſtake in the letter which. 
Collet had made, he informed him of his 
commiſſion from het friend, and requeſted 
the favour of Miſs Manſel's addreſs, 
The Doctor, who had not the art of keep- 
ing ſecrets, in return communicated to him 
all that had come to his knowledge of Anna. 
No words can expreſt Wilkinſon's aſtoniſh- 
ment, nor could any power on earth leſſen 


his confidence in the honourof her principles, 


or the purity of her heart. He heard with in- 
dignation tbe low ſcandal of the village, and 
with rage the accuſations of theft confirmed 


by Lord Sutton. He ſwore to make him prove 


1 
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or eat his words: — But when he ſaw the 
hand writing of the deſpicable Peer, his, 
propoſal of marriage, and the. rough draft 


of her anſwers, which proved ſhe was ſen- 


ſible of the injuries he had offered her; he 
was with difficulty reſtrained from going 
that inſtant to his bouſe. In the continua- 
tion of Collet's hiſtory, he learnt, to his, 
great grief and mortification, ſhe was now. 
out of the reach of his inquities; yet he 
determined, if poſſible, to fuld out her re- 
treat, and to prevail on ber to return to 
Mr. Manſel's. | 
They were on the point of parting, 1 
who ſhould daſh by but Mr. Bently; he 
ſtopped at fight of Collet. —— © Can't 
e find this girl, Doctor; cannot find her 


« (deliberately--taking. off his hat to cool : 
& himſelf) high nor low; I have walked 


5 over all the town, have run my bend i into 


« all the Caribbee iſlands and blind allies, as 


4e well as high ſtreets, aſked at every houſe 
* with a bill up—all in vain; nay, I.bave 
c had that puppy watched. he. goes no 
* where but to Parliament Hquſe, gaming 

”  _o 8 <* tables, 


N 
* tables, and brothels i—A wiſe Senator, 
* ha! Doctor! but I won't go home 
until I do. And what do you think 
« PII do next ! why I'll advertiſe her, with 
wy handſome reward,” And away Pane 
Bentlv. | 

That,“ ſaid Collet, “is another of your 
* friend's admirers.” Wilkinſon, curious 
to know more of a being who appeared 
quite a character, would have detained the 
Doctor longer, but again recollection 
was the friend of his patients, and directly 
he took the road to Layton. 

Wilkinſon returned to Bond- ſtreet; where 
having recounted the particulars that had 
paſſed with Mr. Herbert, it was agreed 

- they ſhould go next day to the Fleet, and 
- endeavour to prevail on him to write to 
Sir William, who they made no doubt 
would then ſettle his affairs. © And if,” ſaid 


Mrs. Herbert, © at laſt he will be content 


At home, we will give up the houſe at 
Bath, and be happy at Llandore.“ 
At ſopper he repeated to Mrs. Herbert what 


| he had heard of Anna ; great part of which 
5 LP 4 * 4 Wee: ſhe 
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ſne knew but when he came to Sutton's 
honourable addreſſes, it required all her 


confidence in his veracity to induce her to 
give it credit, Patty on her part loved our 


heroine with an affection founded on the 


ſolid baſis of eſteem ; ſhe could eaſily 


credit every other circumſtance that ſpoke. 
to the honour of her friend, but this affair 


of Sutton's was almoſt incredible even to 


her :—indeed-. they both recollected his 
paſſion for Cecilia had not been lately heard : 
of; but ſtill for a man of rank to join 


with ſo poor an implement in debaſing 
the character of a woman one moment, 


and the next offer her his name and for- 
tune, were actions which, in their ies. | 


exceeded probability. Wilkinſon, in the 


honeſt warmth of bis ſoul, avowed his in- 


tention of hunting the vile, calumny- to the 


bottom that could brand a young creature, 
who was the ſweeteſt emblem of virtue; 


with the practice of vice: no rank, age, 


or ſex, he ſwore, ſhould eſcape his in- 


quiries, nor the deareſt conſiderations on 


_ earth prevent his expoſing, and as far ag 


G 5 | was 


* 
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Was in bis power, puniſhing the perpetra- 
tors of ſo inhuman an act. Mrs. Herbert, 
bowever, intreated him to be tender, for 
her ſake, of the Edwins, 


CHAP. LIX. 


fn Aſignation. 


Mus. Herbert, who had not cloſed her 

eyes from the inſtant the danger of her 
darling fon had reached her, retired, over- 
come with fatigue, before nine o'clock ; 
and Wilkinſon, not chuſing himſelf to 
Joſe any timein town, as the company's af- 
fairs were ſo deranged, ſet out to viſit ſome 
perſons who had been very kind to him in his 
infancy, and for whom he had a great af- 
ener They were people in rather low 


circum- 
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circumſtances, whoſe regard had been oi 
the utmoſt advantage to his early years, 
and to whom he had allowed ſomething to- 
wards their maintenance; from the time he 
| had begun to receive the pay of his own 
labour, and for the laſt two years, they 
experienced the ſweets of plenty, having 
received, by his vers one - n PE 
week. 

Croſſing, Oxford road, two ladies paſſed 
him very quick, and getting into a hack- 
ney coach, it was ordered, by a voice he 
was ſure he knew, to drive to the Park, 
The lateneſs of the hour, and their being 
without attendants, rather. ſtaggered him; 
yet, if ever he ſaw, Miſs Edwin, or heard 
her ſpeak, it was her; a ſudden impulſe 
of curiofity tempted him to follow the 
coach, which, notwithſtanding, being; per- 
petually bid to drive on, went a very 
ſlow pace: they alighted at Spring Gar- 
dens, and the moon ſhining bright, he 
Jaw he was not miſtaken; they were hardly 
entered the Park, when they were Joingd 


1. two gentlemen, and preſently the ladies 
| G 6 were 
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were divided, both couples appearing per- 
fectly at eaſe with each other. 
He could not poſſibly be with both par- 
ties, he therefore ſluck to Cecilia, who he 
followed at a diſtance, and found the walk 
was to be the end of the preſent meeting; 
for in half an hour, the lady who had ſe- 
parated from them, called to the other to 
go; they parted with the gentlemen where 
they met, the ſalutations of both being in 
French, which Wilkinſon did not under- 
ſtand. He could therefore make nothing 
out from what little he heard of their con- 
verſation; but certain of their perſons, 
and Anna in his head, he thought as this 
was, perhaps, the only time he might 
have to ſpeak to Miſs Edwin, he would 
not let it eſcape; there was a myſtery, 
an indecorum, in the interview he had 
been witneſs to, that gave him a courage 
he would, 'on any other occafion, have 
Wanted in addrefling Miſs Edwin: but re- 
ſpect is incompatible with ey of a 
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On pretence, therefore, of aſſiſting them 
to the coach, he affected to recognize Ce- 
cilia — Never was meeting with an old 
country acquaintance ſo mal d propos. — 
Fain would ſhe have denied herſelf, and 
finding that impoſſible, laughed at their be- 
ing out alone ſo late. As a frolic, Wil- 
kinſon joined in their good humour, and 
jumped into the coach with them, pro- 
teſting that his reſpect for her family would 
not ſuffer him to leave them unguarded 
at that late hour. Indeed he had other 
motives — he had an ardent wiſh to be ad- 
mitted to half an hour's converſation with 
Miſs Edwin ; which; now that fortune had 
ſo particularly favoured him, by meeting 
her in ſach a ſituation, at ſuch an hour, he 
hoped ſhe would not refuſe. 

A coquette is a being whoſe paſſion for 
admiration increaſes with being fed ; ſhe 
is ſo well with herſelf, that if a man puts 
on a ſpecious countenance in her preſence, 

ſhe ſets him down as her own, and attributes 
the ſolemnity of his aſpe& to the paſſion 
ſne has inſpired. Let him be gay, "ſhe 
| Ho | exerts 
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exerts all her artifice and cunning to rob him 
of the free enjoy ment of his own ſpitits 
She never doubts his profeſſions, becauſe 
ic is at firſt more generally her intereſt to 
appear the dupe of them. Her whole buſi- 
neſs with mankind is to enſnare and deceive; 
and knowing the inſignificance of her own - 
character, putting. flirtation out of the 
_ queſtion, forms no expectation of being ap- 
proached by the male ſex on any other ſub- 
ject but love and admiration, or in any other 
ile but that of gallantry. 

_ Mifs Edwin perfectly recollected Wil- 
kinſon; but not ſenfible of any kind of bu- 
- neſs he could have with her, and.her ima- 
gination ever on the wing for new conqueſt, 
the immediately concluded he was a victim 
to charms ſhe believed irreſiſtible. True, 
he was a low country fellow, a mere ideot ; 
nevertheleſs 'if ſhe could but get out of 
this ſcrape, his ſtupidity might amuſe, and 
_ his . oddity divert her. It would be 
pleaſant to rob him of his peace, and de- 
lightful, by a ſnew of happineſs, to lull him 


into miſery, With this humane intention, 
G11 42 | ſhe 
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ſhe ſuffered him to preſs her hand; nor at- 
cempted to repulſe the freedom of his ad- 
dreſs with any of her uſual bauteur, 
Her companion had not yet once broke 
filence, but fat. trembling, in expectation 
of the event; while Cecilia, with an eaſy 
familiarity, entered into chat with the in- 
truder ; not once apprehending but the 
could frown him into obedience whenever 
it was convenient to diſmiſs him. She was 
miſtaken; the low fellow was as invulne» 
rable to her ſmiles as unawed by her frowns, 


- . when it was intimated the ladies could now 


diſpenſe with his attendance. Good hu- 
mour, gravity, ſcorn, anger, nor ſerious 
remonſtrances, had any effect on the vul- 
gar creature! 

Hie till perſiſted in ſeeing her home; 
and when there, having half an hour's au- 
n — At laſt, they were not going 

„‘ No! for heaven's ſake, where 
« then ?” © It could be nothing to him — 
* It was very unlike a gentleman to be ſo 
4 troubleſome.” — He thought diffe- 


F rently—YV hen he had the honour of ſee- 


1 
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ing Lady Edwin, which would be in the 
ce courſe of a month, and told her when 
* and where he had met her daughter, 
« ſhe, he was ſure; would never thank 
« him for leaving her fo expoſed to inſults.” 
Well then,” cried Cecilia, peeviſhly; 
& we had ſome buſineſs at Madam Cham- 
© baud's, in St. James's ſtreet, and the 
« evening being fine; we were tempted to 
« ſtroll out — our carriage will attend us 
« there.” 
The falſehood of this ſtory was not cal- 
culated to inſpire Wilkinſon with much 
reſpect for his fair companions : however, 
Cecilia promiſing ſolemnly to be at home 
to himar eleven next morning, he alighted; 
and keeping the carriage in view, ſaw them 
get out at the milliner's ; where, ſoon after, 
an elegant vis-a-vis drew up, and the ladies 
baving put off their calaſhes; got into it: 
of this carriage, = 0 abe ow faſt, he 
2 loſt ſight. | 
This incident my it too late to viß t 


his friend i in the city, and he returned to 
VIE $0200 ea (517; — (eaves 
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Groſvenor ſquare, where he was invited to | 
take his bed, 


— — ͤ ͤ Z — 


C HAP. LX. 


The Suicide. 


WII lx SON, on his riſing next morn- 


ing, found the ladies ready dreſſed, and im- 


patient to be gone. 2 
© I know not the reaſon,” ſaid Mrs. 


Herbert, © but inſtead of the quiet repoſe 


expected after the bleſſed news of yeſ- 

« terday, which I hoped would have given 
e me, what I have long been deprived of, 

«* 4 good night's reſt, I have been diſturbed 

* by the moſt horrid dreams, and waked in 

| ce terrors 
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« terrors not to be expreſſed — I ſear that 
« wretch, Tyrrel, is dead.” | 
Wilkinſon and Miſs Herbert did all they 
could to diſpel thoſe apprehenſions; which 
increaſing every moment, he propoſed going 


round by the Borough, and calling at the 


grocers before they went to Mr. Herbert's, 
Juſt as their rout was ſettled, Mr. Edwin 
was announced. That gentleman was a 
ſtranger in his own. houſe; and his own 
family were the people he leaſt thought of 
converting with. His clothes were kept 
and his ſervants refiged there; but except 
to change them, or ſleep off the intempe- 
rance of a frolickſome night, it was the laſt 
place he was likely to be ſeen at. Some- 
times, but very rarely, he did Mrs. Edwin 
the honour of eating a ſilent dinner with 
ber; and once or twice, being preſſed to be 
of her party in the: evening, expreſſed his 
extreme mortification and regret that an 
engagement prevented his having that ho- 
nour; ſince which, his happy wife had not 
troubled him or herſelf any more on 


4 
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the ſubject. He had heard with a ſang, 
froid peculiar to the character of a modern 
fine gentleman, the- ſituation of Mr, Her- 
bert — Anna was ſtill the object of his 
wiſhes; but his paſſions were now rather 
more intereſted. in the diviſion of a pack of 
cards, and the chance of the dice, than on 
all that woman could beſtow. The obtain» 
ing her was attended with ſuch trouble, 
which he hated, and ſo much time, of 
which he had not a moment to ſpare ; that 
cept now and then, when a very bad run 
at play, and the effects of conſtant diſſipa- 
tion and immorality in his courſe of life, 
brought ſomething like recollection acroſs 
him (which had been the caſe the day 
ſhe quitted Layton) he ſeldom d a 

thought on her. | 
But he could not ſo far exvicely; ſurmount. 
every prejudice of his juvenile years, as to 
hear of the misfortunes of Charles with the 
ſame indifference. He had flept at home 
the laſt morning, and waking earlier than 
common, with the head-ach, his ſervant. 
Was nn with tea. which while he 
7 was 
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was taking, without the leaſt reliſh, merely 
to diſpel the fumes of Champaign, Bates 
mentioned the ſtory of the murder, Charles's 
flight, and Mrs. Herbert's diſtraction, with 
the uſual additions and aggravations a tale 
generally meets in repeating. 

Hie immediately threw off the languor to 
which he had devoted the morning, and, 
dreſfing with the greateſt expedition, went 
to Groſvenor ſquare, where he was received 
with a gratitude and affection, that gave 
him · the firſt / ſenſible pleaſure he had for 
ſome months experienced, except the four 
honours at a game at Whiſt, or a lucky caſt 
of the dice; which, however, to do him 
Juſtice, he was ſeldom fo happy as to en- 
counter, . 

He took hem in his carriage to 41 Bo- 
rough; and, during the ride, the warmth 
with which he eſpouſed the cauſe of her 
ſon, made Mrs, Herbert and Patty eloquent 
in his praiſe. 5 

Under the thick veil, which his unjuſti- 
fiable purſuits ſpread over the mind of Ed- 
win, there yet exiſted ſome of the principles 
TS, G of 
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of humanĩty, honour, and generoſity. The 
happineſs he ſaw he imparted, exhilarated 
his own ſpirits; and the conſciouſneſs of be- 
ing now on a laudable purſuit, relieved 
him from the ennui which, of late, never left 
him but at the gaming table, or a ſtill worſe 
place. 

They found Mrs Herbert had ben a 
falſe propheteſs; for Tyrrel was better. 
He then accompanied Ed win to the Fleet, 
Edwin promiſing every good office in his 
power for Mr. Herbert. 

Mrs. Herbert, as I have inf ormed my 
reader, had long lived on terms of the moſt 
miſerable diſtruſt of a huſband ſhe tenderly 
and paſſionately loved: — Still he offended, 
and ſtill he was forgiven ; till the conſe- 
quence of his indelicate connections had 
injured ber health, 3 — from that period ſhe 
declined his bed; and his conduct ſince had 
been ſo little adapted to heal the ſhock her 
virtuous love for him had received, that 
ſhe had gradually felt herſelf ſuperior to the 
man who was continually woundiag her 
" 29 and * Time had blunted 


£ | the 
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the edge of thoſe injuries which had at firſt 
eut her to the ſoul : and ſhe had long ceaſed 
to think on his courſe of living with any 
other uneaſineſs than what a good and ge- 
nerous heart ever feels for the internal peace 
of thoſe they are connected with, and her 
fear for the future welfare of her family in- 
#pired':— His affairs were ſecrets to her, 
but when her intereſt was wanting with 
her brother, which commiſſion ſhe chear- 
Fully undertook, as they were always gloſſed 
over by ſome plauſible pretext or other 
the hopes, therefore, of his reformation, 
gave her pleaſure 3 but the rapture of re- 
gaining his heart was out of her thoughts; 
all her perſonal love for him was transferred 
to her children; but duty and religion 
taught her to rejoice in his abandoning his 
errors, and induced her to adopt every mode 
of conduct towards him that could render 
the new path of honour delightful. _ 
Patty loved her father; and now that 
he could honour as well as love him, ſhe 
| ſhould, ſhe ſaid, be the happieſt girl on 
„ 
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Wilkinſon had reaſon, in point of inte- 
reſt as well as friendſhip, to wiſh it, and 
Edwin was reſolved to relieve his uncle 
from his diſtreſs. — With theſe diſpoſitions 
they approached the priſon. When the 
coach drew up, the ceremony of unlocking 
the gates, ſtruck Mrs. Herbert with a ſe- 


cret horror, and Patty gaſped for breath. 
Wilkinſon, obſerving how they were af- 


feed, propoſed their ſtaying in the coach, 


while he went up to appriſe Mr. Herbert 
of their viſit. | 

Edwin would have accompanied him, 
but Miſs Herbert, frightened at the looks 
of the place, and the ſtrange countenances 
ſhe ſaw paſſing to and fro, caught hold 
of him, and begged him not to leave them. 
Several people were crowded round the 
door, and more were gathering. The ele- 
gant carriage which ſtood ſo near, was an 


object of curioſity : — The ladies pulled up 


the blinds next the door : — They knew 


not but the place was accuſtomed to be to 
; thronged, 


Wilkinſon's 


— — 
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Wilkinſon's ſtay being protracted beyond 
their ideas of any probable cauſe, Mr. Ed- 
win offered to ſeek him. Still Patty clung 
to him i in terror; and Mrs, Herbert, again 
giving way to the forebodings of her 
affrightened i imagination, waited in pale and 
dreadful ſulpence. The crowd increaſing 
to quite a mob, with ſerious and earneſt 
faces, Edwin begged them to ſuffer him to 
leave them a few moments: — he could 
form no idea of what detained their friend 


but it was proper to inquire ; — ſome acci- 


dent might have happened to him; — 
therefore he was permitted to go, and the 


blind again drawn up. 
In a moment, however, he returned with 


'Wilkinſon. 


e what has happened ! what dread- 
Fe ful, news have you to impart ?” cried 


Mrs. Herbert, in agony, at ſight of the ter- 
rified countenances of the two gentlemen , 

and finding the coach turning from the pri- 
fon, © For the love of heaven, Sir;” ſaid 


Patty, « tell us the worſt. Is my papa 
| oy dead! 


3 


« dead ! Why do we leave this horrid place 
« without ſeeing him? ? „ 
* Stop the coach, Sir,” ſaid Mrs. Her- | 
& bert, I inſiſt on it, I will know the worlt 
cc before I leave this ſpot.” . | 
Wilkinſon ſtill ſat in ſpeechleſs terror: | 
Edwin, hardly able to articulate, begged 
them to be pacified and let the n 
* on. | * 
„Ah no,“ ſaid Mrs. Herbert, * I came | 
ec to viſit and adminiſter conſolation to my 
e penitent huſband. I will not return . 
still I am ſure he is out of the reach of | 
my aſſiſtance, or till (which God forbid} | 
« I know he has returned to his errors, and 
< refuſes it.” | 
Finding it impoſlible to perſuade 15 to 
return in uncertainty, the carriage ſtopped. 
«© Why don't you 2 Mr. Wilkinſon?“ 
ſand ſhe. | 
The tears which now od from his 
| dy eyes gave him the power of utte- 
rance—he begged they would not aſk what 
would ſhock them to hear. —Mr. Herbert 4 
was really out of the reach of all aſſiſtance. 
Yor, III. H 1 What | 
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% What, is he dead cher," aſked Mr. | 
Herbert, in a voice of anguiſh. - 

Not dead but paſt every kind of 
help. Dornen 

Not dead ! and ſhall 1 then turn my 
t back on the father of my children while 
« he has life? Open the door—1 can, at 
es Jeaſt, receive his laſt breath.” 1* 

It was in vain to oppoſe her—She puſhed 
on, followed by her daughter, through the 
croud, who, finding ſhe was wife to the 
unhappy man, in reſpe&ful pity, let her 
paſs. Wilkinſon, with difficulty, got be- 
fore her: ſne followed up the ſtone ſtairs 


to the. door of the apartment _ Ec 
1ed. 


There on a wretched bed, ha * 
beſt in the - priſon, lay Mr. Herbert; his 
eyes half cloſed, his jaw fallen, and in the 
laſt pangs of death. Several good- looking 
men, and one woman, were ſtanding near 
the bed: — the curtains were open to admit 
the air—a ſilent horror ſeemed to reign in 


* the ma of the inc eu who. had been 


* Gerin WEE damn d alance, (2 
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Oh! Herbert, Herbert !” (aid the diſ- 
treſſed wife, ſinking, on her knees by the 
bed ſide, while Patty, not able to give a ſe · 
cond look at the horrid ſpettacle before 
her, hid her face, at the feet) <« is it thus 
« ſee thee Are theſe the comforts 

ce fondly promiſed wyſelf from thy refor= 
« mation ! — Charles l. Dear Charles — 
Poſt thou not know me Py. (looking on 
him for ſome moments to ber it if he r 


her.) 
6 What is ; his diforder ? Can ching be 
« done for him, Mr. Wilkinſon, couſin 
ce Edwin ? Gentlemen, e you of the fa- 
« culty ; : can you do not ing for him?“ 
A ſudden alteration in the heavy! breath of 
the dying man calling all their attention, at 
this inſtant they gathered round him. A 
gleam of ſenſe had reanimated his laſt mo- 
ment; his eyes were lifted up to the face of 
his injured wite—While her teas were in 
big drops werting his face, as be hung 
over him, he fetched, a hy ch and ex- 
pired. 


H ry 14 90 Mrs, 
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Mi. Herbert fainting in the arms of 
May and her daughter unable to move 
from the ſpot where ſhe at firſt had ſunk, 
were, objects that affected all preſent.— 
They were carried out of the ſcene of 
death into an apartment belonging to the 
keeper of the priſon, and attended by the 
gentlemen of the faculty, who had been 
vainly called i in to the dying man. 

As ſoon as, by the humane efforts of the 
people about her, Mrs. Herbert recovered, 
ſhe begged to know the particulars of the 
ſad ſcene they had been witneſs to.—In this, 
however, Mr. Edwin and Wilkinſon poſi- 
tively refuſed! to gratify her, —Ignorance, 
indeed, of his laſt act of violence, was far 
more eligible” than to be indulged in her 
requeſt ; and the reluftance every body 
expreſſed of entering into- particulars, too 
fatally confirming her moſt dreadful appre- 
henfions, ſhe was prevailed on to return 
with Mr. Edwin, leaving to Wilkinſon 
every care about the body. 

- Miſs Herbert was ſo very mild in her 


own temper 1 diſpoſition, and ſo little 
W 
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TI circumſtances than its fadden- 
neſs; and in this happy ignorance her 
friends wiſely let her continue—ſhe ſincere 
ly lamented. her father, and grieved inceſ- 
ſantly ſhe had not ſeen him, t to receive his 
laſt bleſſing before he had loſt his ſenſes. 


Mr. Edwin gave them the ſtrongeſt i invi- Wy 


tation to go to Portman ſquare; but Mrs. 
Herbert knew too well the unfeeling diſ- 
poſition of the ladies there to, accept it; 
he therefore inſiſted on being her banker 
and promĩſing to fave, her the painful taſk 

of writing to Sir William, he left them. 
In his way from them to Portman ſquare, 
the awful ſcene of the morving. recurred to 
Mr. Edwin's recollection : the dreadful 
finale of a man, whoſe life had been de- 
voted to the ſame guilty pleaſures he was 
himſelf a ſlave to, could not but ſhock him 
exceedingly. He had an engagement for that 
day at the houſe of a famous courtezan in hig 
life, where he was to have had the honour 
| H 3 IN of 
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of bei ing; in company wich ſome of the firſt 
young men of the age, in point both of 
birth and talents; no diſgrace following to 
either from the character of their hoſteſs, 
who, added to her beauty, was miſtreſs of 
every accompliſhment, ' and every art to 
murder time and baniſh reflection: but 
the was not. now preſent; and her empire 
_over the ſenſes not being quite ſo ſtrong in 
abſence, as when the eyes were faſcinated 
wich her charms, he formed a reſolution of 
Rtayitig at home the whole day; not doubt- 
ing but on an occaſion ſo ſolemn Mrs. 'Eq- 
vin would Mur ber doors. he: 
When bis ſervant attended him, his firſt 
| queſtion 1 was after his lady and fifter, 
The man ſtared, fo unuſual was the leaſt 
4 "defire it in either of this 'wotthy couple to 
meet, that he doubted his ſenſcs; however, 
| "the 1 rot gravity of his maſter don- 
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O yes; Count Maxwell and Col. Men- 
* 1 Ui 
Who the 1 5 are they py 
[© The MPS that * here every 


% day.“ 


MIX. Edwin now ſtared * his t arm, but 
feeling more hurt and aſtoniſhed than, he 


.choſe to ſhew, only defired to know when 


his lady returoed—and then performed his 
promife-to Mrs. Herbert, of writing to his 
father all that had come to his knowledge 


concerning the death of Mr. Herbert. 


Mr. Wilkinſon ſoon after called, 2s 


Me. Edwin had. requeſted, to inform * | 


of every circumſtance he could learn reſ- 


pecting the deceaſed. He found that Mr. 


Herbert had been from the time of his 


moving to the Fleet Priſon very buſy. i in 


arranging his papers that he went not to 


bed the night he came there — his ſervant, 
who had lived with him twenty years, had 
begged him to take ſome refreſhment; but he 
could prevail for no more than a diſh of cof- - 
fee - the man ſaid, that after Wilkinſon and 
Collet had left him the night before, he had 


H 4 


ſat 
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tide 


pers, and having tied them up in ſeparate 
parcels, with labels on each, which he finiſh- 
ed about four in the morning, he told his ſer- 
vant he would then go to reſt—that while 
he was undrefling, he aſked if he remem- 


bered his wedding? and being anſwered 


in the affirmative, he aſked him, if, then, 


when he received the hand of Miſs Edwin 
he could have conceived he could ever 
arrive at ſuch à callous piece of villany as 


to ruin her and her children for ſuch a 


*wretfch as Nichols ?—That finding by his 
maſter's voice and manner he was greatly 
affected, he begged him to revert his 
thoughts from a ſubjeR ſo diſtreſſing, and 
call them to the happier proſpects that cer- 
tainly awaited his new ſentiments— that 
he returned no anſwer, but ordered him to 
go to bed in a little cloſet adjoining his 
maſter's bed's head. —Finding him, as he 
thought, aſleep this morning, he went very 


ſilently about his buſineſs, and having got 


his chocolate ready, he ſat in expectation 
of his waking— that at eleven o'clock he 
| went 


. 


ſat down with renewed eagerneſs to his pa- 


— 
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went to his bed ſide, and ſtooping to ſee 
if Mr. Herbert was awake, he perceived 
blood on the bed clothes. He immedi- 
ately alarmed the place; when they found 
the unhappy man had cut his wriſt quite 
acroſs the artery, and was yet bleeding, al- 
though life ſeemed to have deſerted him. 
Every aſſiſtance was inſtantly procured—it 
was all too late—he was ſuppoſed to have 
been bleeding from the eh, ſervant 


left him. 1G erb z HW Pretty 
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POLL EARNS nt. 
Mu Baris was ve 
this tragieal end of a man of pleaſure. The 


ry much ſhicked at 


conduct of Nichols was far from ſurpriſing 
him; he knew that women who once ſwerve 


from the paths of virtue, ſeldom, very ſel- 
dom, ſtop at their firſt offence; and the 


diffipated life he led taught him daily to 
know, minds where honour and delicacy 
once reigned, but when vice triumphed 
in their ſtead, were the ſureſt to be found 
in the oppoſite extreme, once made the 
prey of man. It is a kind of awful juſtice, 
every libertine knows, in the caſe of his 
companion, though vanity may blind him 
as to. his own, that man ſhould, in their 


turns become the prey of the unhappy 


feeling 
and 


wretches themſelves have robbed of 
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and conſcience ; but that. it ſhould be the 
fatal means of ſuch entire ruin was new 
and horrid; a tranſitory reſolution to re- 
form for the firſt time entered his mind 
but how; was it to be affected? 
Anna, the ſweeteſt model of every per- 
fection, could ſhe be procured, could his 
life of penitence be but begun by that one 
more ſin, with her he could live ſequeſtered 
ſrom the whole world; his wife might 
enjoy his eſtate; a little, with Anna, 
would be the exceſs of luxury; from her 
ſweet examples his mind and manners 
ſhould acquire the ſemblance of worth and 
honour. | 
With theſe noble ideas of relinquiſhing 
vice, by plunging more deeply into it, of 
reſcuing himſelf from the latent reproaches 
of a guilty conſcience by the plauſible ex- 
cuſe of his on happineſs, he was inter- 
rupted by Wilkinſon's riſing to take his 
leave, He would not, however, ſuffer him 
to go, but ialiſted on his dining, promiſing, 
to accompany him. to Mrs. Herbert's in 
the evening. | 77 
x. H 6 A loud 
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A loud rap announced the return home 
of the ladies, and Edwin inſtantly went to 
Mrs. Edwin's dreſſing room. Her fur- 
prize at ſo unuſual a viſitor was manifeſted 
in her countenance; and a formal curteſy 
on her ſide being anſwered with as polite 
a bow on his, Edwin, with caution and po- 
Iiteneſs, briefly acquainted her with the ca- 
taſtrophe of the morning, and hinted how 
kind it would be in her to attend the 
mourners, and bring them home with her 
—ſaid he was forry to find ſhe had com- 
pany to dine with her, but he ſuppoſed he 
need not point out to her that decency 
aN their doors to be ſhut for a few 

Mrs. Edwin heard him wk ſome degree 


of feeling and ſorrow, till he came to the 


part which required her to deprive herſelf 
of the ſociety ſhe liked; but that was too 


much; a woman of faſhion is above all 


forms but thoſe which, infringed, would 
loſe her the firſt place at the gold table, 


or deprive her of the admiration of the 


Fan 
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* If Mr. Herbert had brouglit bimſelf 
« by his folly, to ruin and death, what 
tc could that poſſibly be to her?” © - 
or if Mrs. Herbert choſe to mourn 

e at an event, which, really ſhe could not 
help thinking ſhould have a very « diffe- 
« rent effect, it could be no ſort of reaſon 
c hy ſhe ſhould break all her engage · 
« meins“ 

* Indeed the thing could not be done 
ce She had appointments for every hour in 
« the ſucceeding week, not one 'of which 
e the could break.” 

« And as to the friends engaged to dine 
te there, they were men of rank; one 6f 
* whom had made overtures of marriage to 
« Cecilia ;' and as Mr. Edwin propoſed a 
« friend of his own being admitted, the 
« ſaw no reaſon to exclude them; more 
« eſpecially as it was not in her power to | 
„ ſay ſhe knew where a o_ would — 
them at this time of day.” | 

* Qvertures of marriage to Cecilia! Could 
cc ſuch hace been received with propriety, 

It «© madam, * be 


' not help mentioning this extraordinary con- 
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1 madam; need _ _— 


my knowledge? / 
« Oh, a. to that, Sir,” ſaid 3 7 bad 
© it been poſſible to have known when. and 
* where to find you, Colonel . Mendez 
«would, I dare, ns * paid mms 
de reſpect.” 
_ Edwin felt the 3 of this nach z 
but the perſon who had uttered it was 
equally an object of contempt and diſlike ; 
her ſcornful air, therefore, as ſhe turned to 
the glaſs, had, no other effect on him, than 
increafing his diſguſt; but the honour and 
wealth of his family, perhaps likely to be- 
come the prey of ſome ncedy adventurer, 
filled, him with concern, and he reſolved 
to acquieſce with the viſit, in order to 


6 Ine; the merits of the lover, and the 


manner in which he was received. Coolly 
bowing, he told her, ſhe would pleaſe 
berſelf, and he would have the honour of 
attending her in the ee room at ſix 


o'clock. 


When he rejoined Wilkinſon, he could 
duct, 


'  du&; both of his ſiſter and wife. 
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The ca- 
lamities of the day had entirely drove his 
appointment with Cecilia out of that young 
man's head; but the inſtant her name was 
mentioned, the adventure of the laſt even- 
ing, as well as his intention of ſtanding forth 
the champion of Anna, nn to his 
memory. | 

As it wanted ſome time of their dinner 
hour, and his dreſs required alteration, he 
returned to Groſvenor ſquare, leaving Ad- 
win fully determined now in earneſt to 
purſue the only object on earth that ap- 
peared worth that trouble; he therefore or- 
dered Bates to attend him early next mora- 
ing, intending to go to Layton; from 
whence he would not return till he had 
tried every argument which love and the 
offerof his _ fortune could furniſh him 


ol 


n e . . 


Embarraſſments. - ) 
Ar the appointed hour the company met 


in Mrs. Edwin's drawing room, namely, 
the lady herſelf, Miſs Edwin, a Mrs. Cor- 


$5 4 bet, Count Maxwell, Colonel Mendez, 


-Mr. Edwin, and- introduced by that gen- 
tleman, laſtly, Mr. Wilkinſon. 

Miſs Edwin had flattered herſelf, by his 
not keeping his appointment, the boor was. 
returned to the Welch mountains ; her con- 
fuſion and ſurprize, therefore, at the ſight 
of him, uſhered in by her brother, was 
great, but not equal to his, on recognizing, 
in the perſon of Mrs. Edwin, her companion 


in the Park; and in thoſe of the two gen- 
emen, their eſcorts ;.a difcovery that, in 
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his ignorant way of thinking, did not at all 
ſpeak to the credit of either party. Mrs. 
Edwin changed colour, as much as rouge 
an inch deep would ſuffer her ; and indeed 
her confuſion was ſo viſible, Mrs, Corbet 
-aſked' her if ſhe was indiſpoſed ? The ſer- 
vant juſt ſhewing himſelf at the door, as 
the ſignal for dinner, happily relieved her 
| from a queſtion put with all the innocence 
in the world in mere malice. 
The dinner paſſed without any of. the 
party, except the one lady viſitor, doing cre- 
dit to the delicacies before them, Colonel 
Mende found himſelf exceedingly embar- 
raſſed at the piercing black eyes of Mr. 
Edwin, who ſeemed to look into a ſoul not 
very well prepared for ſuch a ſtrict ſcrutiny. 
He had, indeed, never appeared to fo little 
advantage before his miſtreſs. ' An air of 
conſtraint clouded the uſual. gaiety and eaſe 

of his 'mien—and ſtrange as it actually was, 
he found himſelf at a loſs for words. 
The Count was guarded in every look and 
action; he was a very fine figure, polite 
and well bred, a foreigner by birth, though 
perfectly. 
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perfectly converſant | with, the Engliſh 


tongue ; he appeared thoughtful. and re- 


ſerved. 
Mrs. e 
whoſe talents would much adorn her ele- 
vated rank 3; ſhe was now particularly de- 
ficient, and not a little by her behaviour 
did ſhe add to the very poor opinion Wil- 


kinſon entertained of her. 
Cecilia, ſpite-of her coquetry, of the pre- 


ſence of her loyer, and of the diſagreeable 
rencontre with Wilkinſon, could not en- 


tirely hide ber; emotions, at the animated 
account gi ven of Charles Herbert; he was 


indeed nam an indigent wanderer, his eſtate 
gone, his fortune ruined, himſelf and his 

family dependent on hers, there was no poſ- 
ſibiliey of indulging her pattiality for him; 
ſne could not be ſo mean; yet, his perſon, 
- his ſentiments, bis manners, recurred in the 
moſt pleaſing ſorms to her imagination; 


ſhe gave them a ſigh: — what more bas 


a coquette to beſtow on the unfortunate ? — 


-and turned her willing car to the ann of 


A the — proſperous: Colonel. 


The 
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The parade and oſtentation of the meal, 
rendered ſtill more tedious by the hurry 
every body ſeemed in to get it over, was at 
length removed. 

Mr. Edwin was trying to i the 
Colonel into'a converſation he as induftri- 
-ouſly avoided, when Wilkinſon, as the la- 
dies were retiring, claimed Cecilia” s promiſe 


EY of half an hour's audience. 


A requeſt fo odd, at ſuch a time, ſur- 
prized her brother, and alarmed the lover; 
which he perceiving; as well as the young 
lady's embarraſſment, added, if it would 
not ' intrude on the etiquette of form, he 
would _—_— rer be in 2 
Cecilia, not Agen to deny or ex- 
plain the manner in which the promiſe was 
obtained, filently ſuffered him to lead her 
to her ſeat, while Mts. Edwin had recourſe 
to her alta, which were On in by 
Frajan. 
Wilkinſon's whole foul was in the and 
of his beloved Anna; he boldly and man- 
fully expatiated on the beauty of her per- 
ſon, 
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ſon, the extent of her underſtanding, and 
on the graces of her mind; he repeated 
many inſtances of the greatneſs of her ſoul, 
and the goodneſs of her heart; he brought 
to the mind of Cecilia the virtue and inte- 
grity of her friend, Mrs. Manſel ; her up- 
right conduct, and her unimpeached cha- 
racter ; mentioned it as the pride of his 
heart that it had been devoted to Miſs 
Manſel, and, as his ſevereſt affliction to 
have been rejected, he followed her to Lon- 
don, when he found ſhe might have been 
ſtill more advantageouſly and more honour- 
ably eſtabliſhed ; and then repeated the 
crueltyand injuſtice with which ſhe had been 
treated ; .told them the calumny ſhe had 
lain under, both with reſpect to Mr. Edwin, 
-and other as infamous charges, in conſe- 
quence of which, he added, in a voice 
choked with the feelings of his heart, ſhe is 
at this moment a deſerted, unprotected fu- 
gitive, without money, friends, or the 
means of procuring any: and then ſolemnly 
- demanded of Miſs Edwin her authority for 
the 
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the accuſations ſhe had thought proper to- 
abet againſt a young perſon who had never 


offended her. 
This application was ſeconded by Mr. 


Edwin, whoſe ſurpriſe is not to be ex- 
preſſed at the intelligence this harangue 
conveyed, 

Miſs Edwin rang for Frajan; — that lady 
had wiſely withdrawn herſelf ;— ſhe was 
gone out, 

« What,” ſaid Miſs Edwin, without 
my leave? well, it is of no import; I be- 
| lieve Ihave evidence you will not diſpute ; 
ſhe then repeated, in her turn, all that Frajan 
had told her, and haughtily produced 
Lord Sutton's card, in 2 of 
Anna's guilt. 

Whatever, anſwered Wilkinſon, © was 
te the ſituation or diſtreſs of Anna's infancy, 
« I am clearly convinced the actions of 
eher maturer years have been ſtrictly 
« conliſtent with the moſt immaculate ho- 
« nour; and here,” he continued, © is a 
proof, that whatever might be Lord Sut- 

| ton's 


= 
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doubt. 


„ A, W. NW. A 
* tonꝰs ſentiments, at that period, he has been 


« convinced they were founded in etror.“ 

To the unſpeakable aſtoniſhment of Miſs 
Edwin, and all preſent, he gave bis Lord- 
ſhip's offer of marriage into the hands of 
Mrs. Edwin, who could vow attend to what 
was going forward; after peruſing it, ſhe 
hinted her ſuſpicions of a forgery, in which 
Miſs Edwin choſe to accord, though in her 
own mind ſhe was convinced not only of 
its authenticity, but of the injury done our 


heroine. | 
The hand and ſeal 00 not be counter- 


feits. Lord Sutton's violent love fit for her 
had gone off in a manner no leſs ſudden 
- than ſurprifing, and he had lately wholly 


declined viſiting in Portman ſquare. Ce- 
cilia wanted not cunning—and her penetra- 
tion at diſcovering ſchemes of iniquity was 
quick in proportion to her powers and in- 
clination for forming them ; it was there- 
fore much eaſier for her to develope Lord 
Sutton's motive, than to account for Fra- 
jan's, of whoſe fidelity ſhe had not a 


Wilkinſon - 
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Wilkeinſon aſked for, and was permitted 
to retain, Lord Sutton's card; and the ladies 
then retired, the gentlemen accompanying 
them, to their coffee, in order to rend 
them to the opera. ee 

Mr. Edwin, too much taken up mſi 
his own affairs naw to think of his fiſter's, 
very gladly ſuffered the gallant Colonel, for 
this time, to eſcape his farther obſervation; 
and the moment he could get rid of Wil- 
kinſon, his favourite ſervant was diſpatched 
to Layton, to inquire into the truth of the 
anecdotes he had juſt heard; and as foon 
as he had given him proper inſtructions, 
followed Wilkinſon, by eee to 
Groſvenor ſquare. | 

Mrs. Herbert's grief for 10 dreadfil and 
_ ſudden” death of her huſband was greatly 
mollified by her ſenſe of the reſignation due 
to the diſpenſations of that Being ſhe truly 
ſerved, without the parade or ſhew of be- 
ing righteous over mueh— her concern for 
the welfare of her children was her firſt 

_ ay 3 _ now that tlie unfor- 
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tunate Mr. Herbert was no more, ſhe con- 
| fidered their claim on her as doubled. 
MI. Wilkinſon's attention to her and her 
| intereſt, filled her with eſteem and grati- 
> tude; he knew all Mr. Herbert's affairs at 
72 the works, and urged the immediate neceſ- 
ſity there was for her preſence at the caſtle; 
- - but there alſo was an execution as well as 
in the works; it was not, therefore, fit 
ſhe ſhould, in her preſent diſtreſſed ſtate of 
mind, go there: yet ſomething muſt be 
done; and although Wilkinſon was loath 
to leave London without hearing ſome 
tidings of Anna, his own wiſhes gave way 
do his grateful deſire of being of ſome uſe to 
Mrs. Herbert. 
5 When Mr. Edwin came, he found Ban re- 
oo - - ſolved on ſetting out for Wales as ſoon as the 
= | funeral of the deceaſed was over. This delay 
1 was rendered unneceſſary by Mr. Edwin's 
| promiſing to take on himſelf the whole di- 
. rection of that, the care of Tyrrel, and 
every thing elſe in town, to render his aunt 
Fs as eaſy as the recent calamity would admit. 
He accord ingly took leave of them over 
| night, 


'sS 
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night, in order to go early in the morning; | 

and Edwin returned home again, to the fur- 
| prize of his domeſtics, beſore ten o'clock, 
having called at the undertaker's and given 
very liberal directions reſpecting the inter- 
ment of Mr. Herbert; which, though as 
private as poffible, he deſired ſhould be 
very handſome. | | 

- Mrs. Edwin and Cecilia returned from p 


the opera in the ſame company they went, 


much mortified, however, at the condo- 
lance of their friends on the ſhocking event 
in their family, which had told them, in 
pretty plain terms, the indecency of their 
appearing in public while the affair was ſo 
recent ; indeed this was not the firſt thing | 
| that had happened in public very humi- 
lating to thoſe ladies; who had lately per- 
ceived, though their routs were ftill croud- 
ed, and the ſame quantity of tickets left at 
their door, that in. private and ſelect par- 


ties, and in places where, women, whoſe _ 


preſence carried proptiety with it, reſorted, 
they were often excluded. Their eſcorts 


at all places where they were ſeen, were cer= 
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pute with them the honour of their ac- 
quaintance. 


Out of humour with themſelves, they the 
more willingly liſtened to the entertainment 


- tainly of that 3 that fow choſe to dis- i 


offered by their beaux: but this they were 


ſoon deprived of; for the happy flow of 2 


ſpirits poſſeſſed by Mendez, and the ſoft 


niſhed at the ſight of Mr. Edwin. 


languiſhings of the divine Count, both va- 


Mrs. Corbet, a widow of ſmall fortune, 
but expenſive eſtabliſtiment, had, at dinner, 
been particularly attentive to Edwin, and 


ſne reſumed the ſame conduct at their return 


home; but as the gentlemen ſoon took their 


leave, and as her orders for her chair were 2 
not taken any notice of, the could not de- | 


cently out-ftay them. In the time that re- 
mained, nothing but wearineſs, conſtraint, 


and ill humour, were viſible; after, however, 


agreeing that it was neceſſary, to put on 
mourning, which the ladies Taid was the 


moſt becoming thing. in the world, and | 


ſertling the e eiguette of whar order of peo- 


: ple Gl proper | to let io, Mr. Edwin 
forced 
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Kaen himſelf to aſk after their entertain- 
ment, - 
„ Oh! it was dug nothing but frights 
ce at the opera, though an immenſe croud, 
<« the men lolling on each others ſhoulders, 
« wholly attentive to themſelves; and the 
« women, nothing but impertinence and 
« folly.” He took not the trouble to ac», 
cede with, or contradict, their opinions, 
but, formally wiſhing them a good night. 
left his wife and ſiſtet to their on ſociety. 
The moment the polite huſband entered 
his library, his man appeared. Tho. Arſt 
glance of his countenance aſſured Mr. Ed- 
win he was full of OP" —_ WEE: 
he was, 3 on 1 
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 infeftion,: which ſhe had received in walk- 
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Taz ſituation in which we parted with 
rablez that I make no doubt my reader will | 
condemn me een. 
r een nog ce et 
be feverwas, ax progneiicated, af the » 
eruptive kinds it was the ſmall-pox. The 
agitation of her mind had - forwarded the 


ir the period 1 have mentioned of Edwin's 


Weener. Wege enen eee 


7 — found every: thing . by 
| Wilkioſon: confirmed: by the people of the 
place. Mrs, Wilſon,” who did not know 
im, aſſured him Anna was gone off with 
Sj | 8 
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Sgure Edwin, Which he dich ot think ne- 
ceſſary to contradict; and this being all the 
information he could by w means collect, 
he left Layton. 5 
+ In returning through the city, he recol- 
lected his fGiſter, who, having loſt her 
huſband, a maſter of a man of war, was 
come to town to receive ſome prize money 
due to him, and get her penſion: ſhe 
| had twice dined at the ſecond table in 
Portman ſquare, and, as he ſuppoſed fhe 
would ſoon be leaving town, took the op- 
porrunity of calling at her lodgings. | 
_ - He aſcended the ſtairs to her apartment 
without ſecing any one; but when he en- 
tered the front room, he was ſarprized to 
find his ſiſter and her landlady in tears, and 
a large quantity of phials on the mantle- 
piece; which ſurprize was increaſed with 
their hiſtory of the matter that: occaſioned 
ſuch an appearance; — his ſiſter was the 
very identical Mrs. Hughes, who had ſo hu- 
manely given up her bed to Anna. 
Bates was ſtruck with the "account; 
_ tallying in point of gies with the 


„ 4 M* * A; 
ae of Mie Ae he begged. wad 


her. 
Sgwelled as was Fe lovely. face, and. in- 
flamed as were her eyes, he inſtantly knew 
her, as ſhe lay reſtleſs and talking inwardly, 
but of what he could not make out: the 
Joy this diſcovery gave him, may be con- 
cCeived to be great, as he knew the genero- 
ſity of his maſter, in affairs where his plea- 
ſures were concerned, to be unbounded : 
however, he took care to conceal his know- 
ledge of the poor ſtranger, till he ſhould 
receive his maſter's commands, and left 
them, with a promiſe to All. the next 


| 

© 

| 

| | morning. 7. rann 
| 


Mr. Edwin gratiied him behond lis moſt 
ſanguine expectation; and charged him 
10, return as he had appointed, and get his 
fiſter at any rate to their intereſt ;, to order 
a phyſician, . to let nothing be wanted ; to 
cha Mrs. Hughes, if Anna recovered 
ber ſenſes, never to drop a word of him or 
ff his family; and, finally, to inquire if the loſs 


i of her beauty would be the . e of 
L- hey inch „ 75 {6 | 
il 5 | Bates» ? 


a 
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105 Bates faithfully executed his commiſſion, 
but finding his ſiſter rather nicer in · the 
- matter than he expected, or thought neceſ- 
ſary, he bound her to the moſt ſolemn pro- 
miſe not to betray the name of the friend 
"who would wiſh to ſupport Anna, to her. 
A proper nurſe was then procured, and a 
phy ſician ſent for, moſt famous in the diſor- 
der; and Bates had the good luck to carry his 
maſter two very acceptable pieces of news ; 
namely, that the doctor gave the greateſt 
hopes of preſerving both the life and beauty 
of his patient. — Again he was rewarded, 
and again diſpatched with freſh orders to- 
ſpare nothing money could purchaſe, and 
'to obſerve, with feſpect to Mr. Edwin, pro- 
"found feteey. 88 4 
_ Nite. Hughts © wis 2 "widow of twenty 
"eight; the beft erpeed creature in the 
world : ber father Was a tenant to the late 
"Mt: Turbville, and now to young Ethvio, 


on an eſtate achbiging Sir "William Ed- 
M. — Bates, Ber blöder, had been taken 
very young ed Walt oh 11 preſent, malter, 

_ wag" now lived with him twelve years - 
I 4 had 


pf E 
"had: en the Tour, and indeed was the 
_ Faithful repoſitory of all his ſecrets. The 
* Gnifidence bis matter repoſed"in him, was 
| "elk debe wor ts be bf the me l ah | 
"tuft; ad this good woman would dave 
been far more ſatisfied" to have ſupported 
the ünkhown young perſon at her own 
' expeſice than to have been ſo affiſted, un- 
der ſuch injunctions; becauſe the wh 
country round Dennis Place not only love b 
but feared the Edwin family too much, 
do any thing that could ſubject them to 


. their reſentment; not daring to diſobey the 


orders of Mr. Edwin; ſbe was yet very 
much difatisfied on being ſo reſtraitied ; — 
every day and hour brought freſh 8 
-of Mr. Edwin's ſolicitude for Anna's 
very and the ſeventh day her ſenſe 5 Fo 
turned; bot what a fe Gd ſhe ad ber 
reren be 
ane ue en 'reſulned 
their place, and recollection returned, what © 
| «dreadful gloon\ preſented icfelf ! She had 
but a 'faiat” remembtance of accepting 
ok * — the preceding 


events 
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events came unſought into her fiekening 
imagination ; the violence of the fever 
abated with the turn of her difarder, but ſne 
was ſo weak as to be unable to ſpeak, and 
ſo fore as to be unable to move ; the tears 
that guſhed from her eyes, were the firſt 
1 TE SCI ee that ſhe was 
ſenſible. | 2 . 
1 — and reudargely were re- 
doubled : every thing that could ſooth or 
© revive' her was done; and, as ſhe'-grew 
. ſtrohger, every painful retroſpect avoided z 
but it was not in the power of their kind- 
neſs to baniſh; the killing Os e 
which her ſituation filled her. 8 Ss 
The more ſhe was, obliged: to thas FOR 
raane/ ſtrangers, the more the idea of the 
expenoe and txouble they had been: at 
afflicted her; fhe regretted, in. the agonies 
of ber ſoul, the preſerving; her exiſtence, 
which ſeemed: ftom her ifaney to be de- 
voted to miſry; and ber extreme grief 
Bot only. copnteratted the affect of zhok 
| medicines which. were preſcribed, but kept 
: 1 bg herr 


s ANN. 


her in To weak a ſtate, that the Doctor be- 
gan to be apprehenſive for herlife. ', 
Bates was conſtantly there three times a 
day i and this piece of ill news he did not 
fail to carry to Mr. Edwin; who, diſtracted 
at the thoughts of now loſing her, contrived 
(as he ſuppoſed, with great reaſon, her low 
ſtate was aggravated by the diſtreſs of her 
. circuraſtances} a plan, from which be hoped 
the moſt fayourable conſequences. | // 
Hle had got into his poſſeſſion the two 
. and by their help procured one to be wrote, 
2s from that good man, expreſſing the moſt 
| paternal ſolicitude for her recovery, aſſign- 
ing bis dun infirm ſtate of health as the 
maſon be came not himſelf—told her he 
had, by means of a friend, traced her with 
great | difficulty, and incloſed a bill for 
— thirty pounds, recommending it to ber to 
keep as concealed as poſſi ble. 
This letter was delivered her by the late 
Mr. Herbert's footman, a man whom the 
well knew, and who being now wholly de- 
| pgs 
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endent on dre Evin, he ebuld wot doubt 
2 fidelity of. ere, 
Anna wept, abt hed desc queſ- 
tions of the man, who promiſed to call 
again before he jet town. The great 
trouble her malady had occaſioned in the 
houſe where ſhe was, rendered this bill very 
acceptable; though' it was accompanied 
with regret at being ſtill in want of the 
ſupport, ſhe knew her pane friend could 
ill ſpare, -. 
However, with the fu pd of plea- 
ſure they had ſeen on her countenance, | 
inſiſted on paying them for their atten 
and what they had difburfed for her. This, 
Mrs. Hughes was inſt ify her 


to gratify 
in; abd tving mae ut u very ttifling 
acobbnt, was Hitdfotticly paid. The 
Doctor, too, ' tdolt' his fees from ber; and 
now a little more at eaſe, ne recovered her 
ſtrength and ſpirits, "The dichtder, chough 
very thick an Her body, bad been remarka- 
bly” favourable to her face!” Sbe Had Yet 


money enough Li ber for "i" naue 
time; 


* a 
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Ti firſt day Anna was able to fi 0 up 
of the houſe and her daughter, partook, a 
her. requeſt, of the little  repaſt 3, which, 
when ended, ſhe took the occaſion to thank 
them ſeverally for. their great kindneſs; 
adding, that as the appearance of ſuch. a 
young creature, thrown, upon their charity 
in ſo_ remarkable a manner, who neither 
they nor now ſeemed to be the care or 
concern of any body, and who really was 
9 „ God be 
* 
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ſue was of friends; uſinae the knew 

_ the had one of the latter deſcription, 
though ſhe was not bleſt with any of the 

former, muſt have excited their curioſity; 
a curiofity ſo natural, chat if it was un- 
tinctured with doubts to her diſadvantage, 
their conſidence muſt be the reſult of their 
own goodneſs of heart; ſnhe would, there- 
fore, tell them the ſad claims ſhe had on 
their humane feelings. 

„ Alas! (continued ſhe, weeping) the 
« accident that brought nie here is nor the 
«4 firſt by which I have been left a 

ble orphanon the pity of ſtrangers ; 1 
* not acquainted with my own name, the 
add is that of che friend to whoſe 

„ paternal love I owe the power of rpay- 

* ing the pecuniary obligations I WS under 

* to-youy ye have before you; "ty: good 

*« friends, the child of ſorrow; the daiighter 

© of charity; What, or he my parents 5 

were, or whether I am by blood connect- 

L ed with a living being, I know not; the 

L perſon ſuppoſed to be my father died at a 

een eee een 
5 « as 
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aer d d usubes fromſhehince by 


, elergyman.“ Who; meretful God“ 


exclaimed the landlady of the hotſe, ttem- 


bling wir engerneſs, © was that clergy- 
man's name eee 
atifwered it was. 11 
And your's, my dear child,” ſaid che 
"woman, is Anna; Oh! my ſweet crea- 
«© ture (embracing her) have hope, have 
tc confidence in the wiſdom as well as the 
, mercy of that being, who, in a more 


= dreadfut tate than that of deſerted in- 


er fancy, conducted you a ſecond time to 
the ſame humble inſtrument of his good- 
, neſs for preſervation; yes my child, it 
us at my houſe your father expired, and 
A neceſſity only could have prevailed on 
me ever to reſign you, though I could 
not doubt Mrs. Dalton's care of vou; bur 
e now we part no more.” 
er Bern. n che perſons at 
whoſe houſe ſhe was left was dead, could 


| of 


hardly eredit the woman's aſſertions; the 
- particulars, indeed, had never been willingly 
2 on by Dalton, and when by dint . 


— 
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bk perſevering intreaties, he could be drag- 
ped into the ſubject; he told her no perſon 
was now living but himſelf that was in any 
way witneſs to the ſudden diſſolution of 
_ her parents, who were foreigners. When 
ſhe repeated thoſe circumſtances to Mrs. | 
Clark (it was indeed her) and the viciſſi- 
tudes of her life, the again and again em- 
braced her, calling her by every endearing 
epither, and bid her look forward with cer- 
tain hope, to the events of a life ſo mira- 
culouſly preſerved. — «© My dear child, 
faid ſhe, « what end that man, who 1 always 
ec believed a good Chriſtian, could have in 
deceiving you, I can't think; it is now 
many years ſince I loſt all trace of him 
or you, and my own circumſtances get- 
ec ting from bad to worſe, he might not be 
te more ſucceſsful in his inquiries after me; 
but he has in poſſeſſion things you ſhould - 
* certainly be acquainted with, which mighit 
lead to a diſcoyery of your family; your 
father, I am ſure, was a gentleman.“ 
She then told her every circumſtance that 
DIG: both to * and the woman 
9924 2 | who 


> who - accompanied bim; to which was. 
4 added, the account of what effects were 
left; the value of the watch and rings 
＋ was not the object that moſt ſtruck them, 
A | it was the entire cencealment * Nanu 
che box of papers. | ent | 
While the ſad retroſpect is Aus event 
which had deprived our beroine of every 
natural friend, and expoſed her to the ma- 
naifoldd evils of poverty and the cutting ne- 
ſubfſtegce, filled ber with grief and agony: 
- the could not help joining in admitation 
- at that Providence which guided her ſteps | 
to the habitation of che any perſon in the 
world, beſides the Daltons, who could 
give her, from their on knowledge, infor 
S 


ena 


þ 

| | 3 
* e Eiern 
| 
| 
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vantage, or till ſoniebody, owned her —and 
perceiving the ſorrow chis hint excited, char- 
ged her to keep up her ſpirits, finde the was 
ume, her life bad not been ſo eridentiy he 
o ; | | 2 Pecus- * 


* 
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 peculjap,,gare.. of heaven for nothing, — 
« Here, any think,” ſaid. the, © what, 3 
« bleſſing it is you, ſhould. have, fuch an 
* education. to ſet off your ſweet face, and 
© now that face ſo charmingly preſerved: 
nnd then, again, you ſee.in how many in- 
. « ſtances you have met with ſuch good 
1 friends; you muſt take the bitter with 
the ſweet, and all, I am ſure, will be for 
. * the haſt.” | 
The effaſions of a joyful heart were vi- 
| fible in all Mrs. Clark's words; but, not- 
withſtanding ber conſidence in the princi- 
ples of the reverend teacher, ſhe had at 
times very ſtrong ſuſpicions that the trunk 
contained ſomething he wiſhed not to be 
| known, and his fo induſtriouſiy conceal- | 
ing from Anna, that, and every other cir- 
cumſtance that could lead to any know- 
ledge of her family, now as ſtrongly con- 
firmed thoſe ſuſpicions — She was in res- | 
ig, what he appeared; ſober and religi- 
ous; her outward profeſſions were per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the principles on 
which her actions were founded — She was 
Kill 
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ſilha member of a Methodiſt ſociety, and 
for thoſe tenets ſhe had the ſtrongeſt par- 


tiality. To ſuppoſe a miniſter, who was 
held in high eftimation among the preachers 
of her ſect, guilty of wronging an orphan, 
under the ſanction of charity, was ſcanda- 
liang the whole body and was what ſhe 


- wiſhed to avoid, more eſpecially as it might 


not be ſo—he might have motives for his 
conduct perfectly conſiſtent with his ſacred 
character, though not requiſite to be made 
public; but thoſe ſhe was reſolved to in- 
quire into — Without, therefore, hinting 
At her deſign, the contented herſelf for the 
"preſent with ſhewing every Kindneſs to 
Anna, 'who was again brought under 
"her roof in fo deſtitute a ſituation — She 


dan he ih, i aide, or Providence 
meant bet to Be the humble means, either 


"of reſtoring her to ber family, or preſerv- 


"Ing ber from Tore” dreadful evil which 
might elſe have awaited her, und therefore, 
Por 4. the was, ſhe wa fute ſomething 


voüld tum vp to enable her to keep her. 
The 


＋ 
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Tbe words of the good enthuſiaſt ruck 
Mrs. Hughes very forcibly—her own ideas 
of the-plot Jaid by Mr. Edwin convinced 
her they were indeed too pregnant with 
truth, and half converted her to the faith 
by which they were inſpired, being fully 
datisfied- in ber own mind,, his particular 
attention to ſuch. a young perſon could 


have but one end — her conſcience re- 


proached her for concealing ſuſpicions ſo 
well founded, but the | prejudices of her 
whole life were too ſtrong for her good 
| wiſhes; ſhe therefore reſolved to haſten 
the concluſion of her buſineſs, which had 
been already delayed beyond her expecta- 
tion, and leave town as ſoon as ſhe could. 

Anna, once more with -a real friend, 
and treated with maternal indulgence, re- 
covered daily ; and Mrs. Clark bringing 
to her mind. conſtantly her Joſt friend 
Mrs, Manſel, the Llandore family like- 
Wile obtruded themſelves.on her ideas — 


Th ſuit af clothes the! had [embroidered _ 


1 ſo * . gave. 


to ſhops who were, as they ſaid, over- 


grow — to ſee our heroine — Mrs. 
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her the hinc-of a mode by which ſhe might 
perhaps procure the means of ſubſiſtence, 
were more flattering to her pride than going 
to ſervice — She had no ſooner mentioned 
it to Mrs. Clark ww: hs ſallied out in 
queſt of work. _.- | 
- But whether it was Wr which 


was that of a primitive Chriſtian, in a plain 
| black fatin bonnet and cloak, a light 


(brown fine camblet gown, ſmall ſharp fea- 
"tures, or whether ſhe happened to apply 


ſtocked with hands, the returoed ted and 
nal. FO. 

Poor A e much Aifapciviaredi: bot 
ricollecting the perſon who got the trim- 


ning made for Lady Edwin, employed a 
great number of people, as ſhe had been 


once at his houſe with that lady, ſhe re- 


| ſolved as ſoon as her health would permit 


her to go out, to try her own luck. 323 


Ila che mean while, Mr. Edwin having 


ſercled all Mrs, Herbert's affairs, and paid | 
the expence of Tyrrcrs accident, began to 


Hughes. 


AN N A. 189 
Hughes, however, inſiſted he ſhould not 
come to her lodgings without leave from 
Anna — her inconvenient ſcruples greatly 
embarraſſed him z he had no hopes of ob- 
taining ſuch a permiſſion while ſhe was 
there, he therefore inſiſted on her imme 
diate removal, which the | was obliged tu 
ny with, and returned to 5 . 
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| (when ſhe had recovered] her firſt alarm) 
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trouble and leſs refiſtance would attend the 
completion of his deſires, and began his 


operations with great ſpirit; he inquired 


for her as a ſtranger, and was immediately 


© * ſhewn to the apartment Mrs, Hughes had 


left, Anna's ſurprize and diſpleaſure at 
this viſit were equal; it affronted her vir- 
ue, it alarmed her pride — Reduced by 
her illneſs, weak and languid, ſhe was 
an intereſting and affecting objet—Edwin's 
heart was by no means callous to the feel- 


ings of humanity: he apologized for his 


intrufidn.;”and with tenderneſs and delicacy 


madethe moſt flaming profeſſion of a violent 


attachment — offered her a carte blanche, 
| | 3 1 


S 


8 _ * 2 * . ; 2 7 
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and throwing. himſelf at her feet, vowed 


it was impoſhble for him to exiſt without 


her. 2 2 
The innate Joye 5 virtue, and 88 natu- 


I | ral abhorrence of vice implanted in her 
1 early years in the mind of this amiable girl, 


- would have filled her with horror at ſuch a 


propoſal from any one; but in this inſtance, 

it was aggravated by her knowledge of his 
recent marriage, his family connections, 
and by her ſenſe of juſtice and propriety; 
yet her indignation being really againſt the 


4 vice, while the ſon of Lady. Edwin, the. 


I 


WT r<lation of the Herberts, was on thoſe' ac- 
counts the object of her compaſſion, ſhe . 
© coolly and diſpaſſionately rejected, in the 


moſt unequiyocal terms, all his offers; re- 


monſtrated with him on the barbarity of _ 
his conduct to his wife, and the ſcandal _ 
WW ſuch a mode of living, if adopted, muſt _ 


4 entail on his family — Eloguent in the. 
| cauſe of honour, ſhe intreated bim to bare 8 


ſome concern for the peace of his worthy _ 
mother, and ſome regard for the credit of _ 
his on poſterity, which he knew to be © 

Y ſuch 


- 
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ſuch ontiuencs 08 William m and Lady 
Edwin. * 54 & 
_- He, in return, denied the charge of bar- 
baricy to his wife, x the had ge tale 
feeling 15 him as be could nag have 


by accepting . his offer, ſhe would N 
ſcend to be his ſweet guide through | life. 
| He. had n0 joy at home, no pleaſure 


Abroad; bis fortune was already impaired by 
the want of happineſs in bis domeſtic 


circle, Hoc he had run from one evil 


| +10 another, i in vain ſearch of the content 
be foubd it abſurd i ſeek, at home. Had 


| His parents really conſulted his happineſs, 


* « 
. 
2 1 
= i” þ 
493 
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. would they have joined bim 'by their en- 1 


. romp og ee to a woman he 
_ deſpiſing ; in the union 
n, they l had conſidered neither 


1 we hould there bear hin, 
and ſhare his fortune ; be would tel 
adage 
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He was here interrupted by our heroine, 
who ſaid ſhe was grieved to find he could 
be at ſuch eaſe with himſelf, on ſo wicked 
a propoſal, as to attempt ſuch a juſtifica- 


tion. She could, therefore, only beg him 
to have ſo much compaſſion for her ſitua- 
tion as to refrain te 3zing, and ſo much re- 
ſpect for unoffending innocence as to for- 
bear inſulting her farther; it would anſwer 
no purpoſe; he would find her principles 
were not to be corrupted; and as to her in- 
clinations ſhe had told him long ago, and 
ſhe now ſolemnly repeated it, was it in his 
power to offer her marriage, with the full 
conſent of his family, poor, deſtitute, and 
almoſt friendleſs as ſhe was, they were too 
fervently engaged to admit one doubt of 
her rejection, not only of him but the whole 
world. 

Mr. Edwin wanted not underſtanding or 
knowledge of the female heart ; he could 
not therefore doubt but the lips of Anna 
ſpoke the language of hers. Mortifying as 
was this conviction, it did not prevail on 
him to forego a ſuit in which all his deſires 
Vor. III. K were 
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were fo intereſted; the greater, the difficulty, 
the more yaluable the conqueſt, The place 
of ber relidence was wholly unknown to any 
but himſelf; the was poor, and but for him 
muſt have wanted common, necefſaries; ſhe 
would vet want them, if he withheld. his 
bounty. He found, in her flight from Dal- 
ton's, her repugnance toSutton; and, though 
be knew not all the circumſtances, he pa- 
os ſuppoſed the more the report of her 
being with, him was believed, the leſs likely 
ſhe would be to find any other protector: 
While, therefore, he could contrive to keep 
her concealed, while ſhe continued diſtreſſed, 
he had hopes, and while there were hopes he 
would perſiſt. Affecting to be moved by 
her arguments, he then endeavoured to pre- 
vail. on her to ſuffer him to viſit her as a 
friend, and to ſupply her with any money 
ſhe might have occaſion for. Anna abſo- 
lutely refuſed both, and he was obliged to 
leave her with no hope of ſucceſs to bis 
wiſhes, but. thoſe founded on her diſtreſs, 
From her be went immediately to Dalton's, 


and. Lied them a he was come to 
ſee 
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fee Mis Manſel's clothes ſent her. The | 


poor parſon was. ſtruck into confuſion. at 
chis requiſition; Was it poſſible ? Could 
Anna be with Mr. Edwin at laft ? Farewel, 
then, to all his hapes from his noble patron. 
In the fame ſtyle of ,prou@\fuperionity, be 
was told to deliver everything belonging to 
Anna. Irreſolute how to act for the bet, 
that is to ſay, moſt for his own intereſt, he 
anſwered, ..a gentleman in the neigbbqur- 
hood had put bis ſeal on her txunks, at her 
own defite; that gentleman was ſent ot, and 
acquainted with the demand. 0 
Doctor Collet ſurprized, and inderd, ſorry. 

to ſee this undoubtetl proof of. her being 8 
with Mr. Edwin, anſwered, if Miſs Manſel 
had ſent for, ber chings, he preſumed! 
the gentleman would produce her wtit- 


ten order. No; it was not of conſe- 


quence; he was known, aud would be 
anſwerable for his actions; he was ready to 

pay him and inſiſted on having the trugks, 
and bid them detain them at their peril. | 


Dalton recollecting all was now over, 


with their hopes of the friendſhip-of the 
K 2 peer, 
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peer, Fand concluding this would hes laſt 
advantage he could expe& from his late 
ward, contrary to the advice of Mr. Collet, 
he greedily ſeized this laſt occaſion of poc- 
keting a ſum of money on her account, and 
received from Mr. Edwin a draft for one 
hundred and fifty pounds, for her lodging, 
"board, education, and cloathing ; he 
then delivered her effects to the young Li- 
bertine, who, ' bugging himſelf on his ſuc- 2 
ceſs, ſent them in a hired cart, in his name, 
to an hotel of no great eminence for its mo- 
deſt company, and preſently left Layton. 
Doctor Collet, with a rueful countenance 
and diſappointed mind, went firſt to Mrs. 
Wellers, to whom he related the viſit of Mr. 
Edwin, lamenting with her the depravity 
of the times, and concluding they had been 
too ſanguine in the acquittal of Anna, who, 
boweyer blameleſs hitherto, had at laſt en- 
tirely forfeited all claim to eſteem, and then 
returned home to write to Mr, Herbert. | 
Mr. Edwin, highly ſatisfied with his prize, 
reſolyed to make a merit of reſtoring it to 
Anna, at the ſame time he knew it would 
N ©) 1 | ruin 


> 
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| ruin her in the opinion of with friend; but 
$3 that was a trifle beneath his thought. Elated 


Y with his ſucceſs, he went to Brookes's, and 

x from thence was engaged im a ſcene of dim- 

: pation, to give it the rendereſt of names, 

IF bat put our heroine cut of his head for a 4 
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being now conſiderably reſtored, dreſſed i in 


a clean plain morning gown, ſhe took 2 
coach to Pall Mall, and ali ighting a few 


paces from the door, walked, to the embroi- 
derer's. * . t 
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Mr. Deſtwulins was a Frenchman and a 
fop, but very ingenious, and in high vogue 
in his way among the firſt people. His 

vVife, to while former hufband he was fore- 

man, was am Iriſh virago, old enough to be 


his mother, extremely Jealous of her huſ- 
band's love and her own authority, which 


by one whom ſhe had raiſed to the honour 
of her bed and the profits of her trade, 
from a ſtate of indigent ſervitude. Mon- 
ñeur, on his part, conceiving the felicity of 
his hand at the altar, and the poſſeſſion of 
his moſt charming perſon, ſo far from fairly 


been thrown away on an ungrateful woman, 
not ſenſible of her extreme good bargain, 

felt not the leaſl diſpoſition to give way to 
the imperious temper of his lady, or to diſ. 


thoſe tht” gltfiked, namely, all who were 
Fpodnger or more agreeable than berfelf, or 
 Gexhibirioppary particular proof of fond- 
neſs for her; in ſhort, the whole pleaſure 
and delight of this happy pair was to thwart 
FU. +> 


laſt ſne could not bear ſhould be invaded. 


purchaſed by the change in his fortune, had 


fpareh&Jealouly by not converſing with 
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and contradict each other. Whatever Mrs. 
Deſmoulins approved, was ſure, with the 
utmoſt politeneſs and civility, to be difap- 
proved by her huſband; and whatever was 
propoſed by him, was ſure to be oppoſed 
by his wife, though to little purpoſe ; for 
though Monſieur proteſted it was with great 
regret and extreme mortification he varied 
from her opinion, he never gave vp bid 
point. 

On inquiring for Mr. Defnoulin, Anna 
was ſhe wn into a back ſhop, where, affort- 
ing of patterns, ſat this amiable couple. 
The lady, who ſeldom roſe from her ſeat . 
to people that came on foot, glanced ſcorn- 
fully at our hetoine; nor would ſhe, had 
Anna's figure been leſs captivating, have 
probably farther noticed her, Mr. Deſ- 
moulins, without looking up, demanded 
how he could have the honour' of: © | 
her commands? Anna bluſhed, helitared, 

bluſhed again The lady fired at the ſight 
this was ſome miſtreſs of her huſband's, who 
could be ſo confuſed on no ather actount 
ar her happening to be Preſent i Why 
| 9 17” ce don't 
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don't you ſpeak, young woman?” faid 
ſhe, in a tone that 'almoſt petrified her; 
while it called the man's attention from 
what he was about, who, more in oppoli- 
tion to his wife than in compaſſion to her 
confuſion, begged ſhe would compoſe her- 
ſelf, and let him know to what happy ac- 
. cident he owed the honour of ſeeing her, 
and intreated ſhe would inform him how 
he could have the pleaſure of obeying her 
commands? The extreme politeneſs of the 
huſband was not leſs embarraſſing to Anna, 
than the unprovoked rudeneſs of the wife. 
After many efforts to uſher in her requeſt, 
in a manner leaſt likely to give offence, ſhe 
at length ſtammered out a petition to be 
employed which was inſtantly negatived 
by he wife, and granted by the huſbai.d. 

He did not, however, forget to inquire. 
What ſecurity ſhe meant to give him for 
the work he ſhould entruſt her with. A 
* queſtion ſo new and unexpected, ſtruck 
her into a confuſion, of which Mrs. Deſ. 
moulins did not fail to make her advan- 


tage, . remarking, that none but a fool 
1&® | I | would: 
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would think of employing. heri—an inſi- 
nuation the leaſt likely of all others to 
leſſen his confidence. He, therefore; re- 
gardleſs of his wife's ſarcaſtical expreſſions, 
and deaf to her keen remonſtrances, gave 

our heroine an elegant waiſtcbat, eontent- 
ing himſelf with her addreſs inſtead of a 
bondſman. She returned home, too much 
elated to attend to the ill-breedivg'of Mrs. 
Deſmouliris, and told Mrs: Clark in rap- 

tures of her ſucceſs. A ſecond-hand frame 
was immediately purchaſed, and the work 

began with ſuch eagerneſs, ſhe would hard- 
ly ſpare any time for eating and reſt. Mr. 

Edwin called in vain at her door his letters 
were returned unread, and every offered 
favour declined with reldlution! and con- 
ſiſtency. No princeſs. could be happier 
than Anna Manſel while for Hudabiy eme 
ployed. The waiſteoat was foow finite al 

carried home. 

However diſcordabt ere "te en 
diſpoſition. of. Mr: and Mrs, Deſhioulivs;'- 
there was one thing, and only one, in which 85 
they perfectly agreed; that wis their Own 


intereſt, The ſcolding brow of the nk; 
tg fb Ks . and 
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| and the careleſs Jindifference of the other, 
was. quickly. changed at firſt ſight of the 
n= wWoiltcpaty hey were both good judges of 
1 their7buſiveſs, and the particular neatne(s 
= and beauty of ber work, changed the banſh, 
| f unwomanly features of the miſtreſs, into a 
104 Placid ſmile. She was liberally paid, and 
Nen freſn employ. of a ſuperior ſort, with 

| promiſe af conflanywork.. Her heart bound- 
d with jon the moment of her return, 
Me ſettled. a price for her board and lodg - 


1 AS ee eee 
nne bee 
Vo e eie Mr, Edmiss 
| but his attempts to bias her pure mind to 
Evil -recailed., on bimſelf ; and his plan of 
ſucceeding, through her diſtreſs, rendered 
Fruitleſs by her induſtry. He was therefore 
forced to give up, for the preſent, views 
that had coſt hin ſo dear, and lay by in hope 
of yet being ſo fortunate as to be in ſome 
glegree neceſſary to the proud beauty, whoſe 
charms ane . wholly 
nt up. * 
5 "Wilkiaſon,, was: ban in Mrs 


Fee Wi. Sir Win Edvin ad- 
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was inſopportable at the account he gave 


formed her mind, and been the 
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vanced money to clear both the eſtate and 
iron works ; he ſent his ſiſter the moſt fra- 
rerna? eonſolations, and with freſh profeſ- 
ſons of regard, gave her fon leave to pleaſo 
himſelf in his ſtay abroad. Thoſe matters 
ſertled, Mr. Wilkinſon returned to London, 
accompanied by Mr. Manſel, whoſe anxiety 


kim of Anna. The laſt words of his*be+ 
loved wife dwelt on his ears from the mo—- 
ment he heard the injuries ſhe had fuffered; 


I the occupied all his waking thoughts, and 
his dreams repreſented her in the moſt help- 


leſs and forlorn fituation, He well knew 
the cauſe both of her leaving the lodge and 
changing her name. His wife, whoſe me- 
mory was not leſs dear than ſacred, had 
beige ch ' 
her eatly years, could ſhe berhen/lefs:than 
perſect Tormented with his regret for 


having ſuffered her to leave him, and by 
ke terror for what might be her then 
- diſtreſs,” he reſolved on a journey to 


London, although, from his gouty' habit, 


er eee cf Mee 
t en ** eee 
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The ſight of her old friends afforded 
great comfort to Mrs. Herbert; and Patty 
rejoiced in the hope of being reſtored to 
ſociety ſhe loved their doors were ſhut, 
though that precaution was almoſt needleſs ; 
for as they were known to be left in very 
dependent circumitances, they were not 
likely to be thronged with viſitants in a 
place where the heart of Mrs. Herbert 
being ſtill leſs known than her perſon, 
ſhe could have no chance to excite the 
attention of the worthy few, who were, 
rom congenial virtues, qualified to aſſo- 
ciate with her. Mrs. Edwin nor Cecilia had 
condeſcended to pay her one condoling 
vilit; and Mr. Edwin having liberally 
ſupplied her with money, and done every 
thing he could do with reſpect to her af - 
fairs, ſoon became weary of urging his 
wife and ſiſter to pay her ſome attention, 
or ſhew any countenance to their young 
relation, as well as murdering any part of 
his own time, by beſtowing it enn 
—— is do Jill 
Mr. Manſel's trouble was cordially | 
are by Miſs en who not being 


now 
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now. under any reſtraint, was as warm in 
the praiſe of her friend as he could be 
himſelf, and ſo earneſt to recover her, that 
ſhe prevailed on. her mother to poſtpone 
their journey to Llandore a few days, in 
hopes to have her with them — not a little 
did ſhe rejoice in the poſſibility of renewing 
thoſe ſcenes of een he EL mp had 
paſſed together. 
Next morning carried: Mr. Wilkinſon 
and his reverend friend to Dalton's, on the 
earneſt inquiry they were determined to 
make after the loſt Anna — The looks of 
Mr. Manſel pictured his mind they were 
mild, ſerene, and benevolent; his counte- 
nance had acquired a ſolemn melancholy 
caſt ſince the death of his wife, which was 
at this period much increaſed by the un- 
certain ſtate of the charge ſhe had leſt 
True religion, and unaffected piety, with 
⁊ ſoul rendered indulgent to the foibles of 
others by patience and meek forbearance, 
marked his character · he knew the ſacred 
Profeſſion of Dalton, and could not encous 
bets of MA TE wilfolly 
. | wrong, 


zo AZ N. N. A 


wronꝑ, and therefore expected to find him 
in affliction at che fame cauſe with himſelf 


Elle va deceived — Dakon had been: 


to Lord Sutton to communicate to bim 
Mr. Edwin's viſit, and was, in conſequence 
e his del vering the clothes, turned aut 
in difgrace and contempt: he was there-- 
fore ſecretly exulting on having ſecured 
the caſh, and beſtowed no farther thought 
on her he had fo villanouſty robbed — Mrs. 
Dalton ſetting ber down as à loſt treaſure; 
both as to this world and the next, agreed it 
could be no fin to make ee YEP 
pay-for his bad actions. 5 1 3a 
A freſh — Manſ Hh 

was not likely to give chem much plea- 
fſure, but the manners and character of a 
good clergyman carries with them an in- 
diſcribable weight among the moſt aban- 
doned ; and guik did that in Mr. Dalton 
which a real veneration did in his wiſe 
it rendered them obliging and communi- 
cative ; but after goiog through the ſtory 
ef her elopement, finking only the cauſe; 
wen they tam i Mr, Rdwin's demand 
| (goons * of 
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. clothes and payment of her debty -' 
neither of "the gentlemen could for à While 
credit them till it was confirmed; by Doc- 
tor Collet ; and even then, Wilkipfon ſwore 
there muſt be ſome myſtery in it — in 
which opinion Mr. Manſel joined; and 
they returned to London with increaſed 
anxiety, but not with leſs confidence in the 
honque oſ our heroine. 

They went directly to Portman ſquare 
Mr. Edwin was not at home Whett 
would it be moſt likely to meet with him 
It was very uncertain— They called again 
and again They writ with as little fucceſs 
— They were always too ſoon or too late. 
Advertiſements were put in the papers, 
deſcribing; Anna, and requeſting her to 
return to her friend, to no purpoſe. Mrs. 
Clarke kept no ſervant; her daugliter and 


«4; 13 


herſelf did the work of their little houſe 
between them — they never read a paper; 
and the reſidence of Anna was entirely un- 
known to every body, but thoſe whoſe de- 

fire it was to conceal it. At length, wen- 
tied with theit unavailing inquiries, in 
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deſpair of finding her, and Mrs. Herbert's 
preſence being as neceſſary at Llandore as 
Mer. Manſel's at his rectory, and Wilkin- 
ſon's at the iron works, they were obliged to 
give it up; but Wilkinſon proteſted he 
«would not quit London till he had ſeen 
* that vile Lord, who was the original cauſe 
of all Anna's misfortunes; and in a fit of 
grief and diſappointment, he inquired out 
that nobleman, and at the expence of five 
fillings to his porter, got admittance to 
the deſerted lover, whoſe unfortunate paſ- 
fion had — fx of colting him 
* 1 
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Loxp. Sutton was at this time. r 
much indiſpoſed, but too fond of the world, - 
and too little at eaſe with himſelf, to bear 
the confinement of a fick room. Villars, 
with a careful ſerene countenance, Was 


ſtanding the brunt of his ill nature and bru- 


tality; ſhe had been mak ing ſome tea, which 
he ſaid was too ſtrong, and proteſted he was 
the worſt uſed man on the face of God's 
earth; that, however, it was his own fault, 
for truſting any thing to ſuch an abſolute 
ideot, 
A man in ſhabby regimentals, who had 
the. honour, of being led Captain to this au | 
guſt perſonage, was appealed to, and agreed 
that it certainly was a pity Mrs, Villars was 
not mare attentive; to be ſure the tea was 
ns: + too 
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too ſtrong, though ſome people (winking 
at her) liked it ſo: Now his wife made the 
bedſt tea in the world, would Mrs. Villars 
but learn of her. In this kind offer, and 
what was fat ther meant to follow, he was 
- Interrupted by a ſudden and involuntary 
tart of his Logdſbip. In a voice of terror 
he perfectly ſcreamed out, © And who are 
t you to Wilkinſon, who was announced 
by the ſervant, as a gentleman that had par- 
ticular buſineſs with him. Lord Sutton's 
unuſual ſalutation, trembling form, and agi- 
tated — — de whole 
Stoup. 
f — ns equate 
of "moſt young men; but he nevertheleſs 
ſele himſelf ſhocked, in an unaccountable 
manner, at what he thought was the appre- 
henſions of guilt; forgetting that as yet his 
Lordſhip was unacquainted with his errand: 
The ſhaking of his limbs, the ghaſtly ſtare, 
the quivering of his lips, turned white as 
aſhes, ſtil} continuing, as he inceffantly de- 
manded who the intruder was, wherice ke 
3 and what he wanted, ſtill more 
— 
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difconcerted him. Villars and the Captain 
concluded ſome dreadful frenzy had ſeized 
him, they begged Wilkinſon to withdraws 
which he would not conſent to, but'on con- 
dition of reudmiſſion if he preſently reco- 


_ vered; As he was retiring, he was ſtopped 


by Lord Sutton; who, ſomewhat more com- 
poſed; bid him ftay; but was again ſtruck 
Jvith terror at his beginning to ſpeak, inter- 


| Tupting him as ene going to .. his bit 
ſineſs. 26 * 


Phantom of Kkonks ſaid che end 
culprit, do thefe pangs, which now ſhake 
© my frame, announce thy errand'? Thou 
« living image of a murdered” angel, art 
thou come to viſit in vengeance the de- 
4 ſtroyer of thy mothet? Ts then the day 
* of retribution. already come? Why did 
you let him in?” continued he, fiercely 
turning to the Captain and Villars, Who! 
% my good Lord?“ anſwered he; „ rhis 
tc gentleman ſays he is a perſonal ſtranger * 
c to your Lordſhip; J he waits ys Pop on 
4 buſineſs.“ 7 

Let him be brief t chen, und never Jet 


= « me ſce him more,” The Captain would 


then 
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then have retired, but was bid not to ftir; 
and even the preſence of Villars was conſi- 
deredd as a protection. Wilkinſon was then 

called upon for his buſineſs, which he was 

now loath to enter on, as the diſturbed mind 
of the Peer rendered his reproaches an act 
of unneceſſary puniſhment and mortification 
to a poor wreteh, whoſe ſenſe of guilt was 
ſo very acute; but on his being ſtill urged 
to ſpeak, the particular ſoftneſs and tone of 
his voice again ſtruck Lord Sutton into a 
panic ; ſcalding ſtrangers rolled down his 
haggard cheeks. As well as the extraor- 


dinary ſcene would let him, Wilkinſon en- 


tered on his buſineſs, and producing his 
Lordſhip's card to Lady Edwin, demanded 
on what grounds he had ſo confirmed the 
teſtimony of Mrs. Frajan? A reprieve to a 
criminal at execution could not have a 
more- inſtantaneous effect than this queſ- 
tion; he threw himſelf back in his chair, 


as if taking breath. Is this then all?” 


cried he. Al, my Lord!” anſwered 
Wilkinſon. Is the ruin of the character 
ol an innocent young perſon, and depriv- 
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4 ing her of the few friends her modeſt me- 


te xit had attracted, then ſuch a trifle ; or 
« do you imagine your ſubſequent offer of 
* marriage could compenſate: for ſuch an 
« outrage to her innocence, ſuch a diſgrace 
« to. your own honour. I muſt, my Lord, 


40 © infiſt on knowing what were your rea- 


< ſons for the ſuſpicions. this unmanly card 
« confirms. I am the difintereſted friend 
« of Miſs Manſel ; and depend on it, 1 
« will follow you to the verge of the earth, 
« till her guilt is proved, or till her nnen 
* niators ſhall manifeſt her innocence. 
«© You belong to theEdwins, | preſume de 
—* I do not, my Lord; I have notthe hap- 
* pineſs of belonging to any body: urged 
e by inclination, and bound only by ho- 
* nour, I avow myſelf the protector of 
Miſs Manſel's character; her /perſon, 
wherever it is, as far as depends on her- 


* ſelf, is, I know, incorruptible.“ 


' * If, young man, you credit my offer of 
marriage to her, you may be ſure I ſhall 


A beglad to find it ſo: I adore her: and am 


< not more ſolicitous to obtain her, from 
WE paſſion, 


— 
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« paſſion, than from the wiſh, to make an 


<« honourable amends, for the ij injury I Was 
innocently led to do her,” 
. © Inhocently !“ repeated Wilkinſon, i. in- 


dignantly : —* Yes, Sir, innocently,” T 
anſwered his Lordſhip. — Mrs. Melmoth 


perhaps might be, and I believe was, im- 
<« poſed on by the wicked French woman, 
«who I am clear was herſelf the thief; and 


* if you really are the friend of Miſs Man- 


« fel, you will evince it more by uniting 


endeavours with mine, to diſcover 


« the place of her retreat, and, if ſhe be 


yet virtuous, perfoading her-to become 


- Er ated than in vainly rang at 
cc me.“ 

' Wilkinſon colouted £ — 1 T perſuade Ker 
© to become Lady Sutton J would die 
« firſt: — No, deareſt Anna, if T-muſt loſe 
«thee; if the faithful heart, where thy i image 
« js ever preſent, muſt reſign thee, may it 
be 40 one, blooming and lovely as thy- 
«ſelf, whoſe honour and whoſe worth ſhall 


e inſure thy happineſs;“ — % net,“ look- 
ing Pty at him, “ to a man, Whoſe 
ce vices 


: . . „ 
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ct vices render him contemptible, and whoſe 
ac hoary, head 08.1 by his Own voluntary 
« actions, covered with ſhame. inſtead, of 
cc honour,” — | JOY Ee 

« This,” replied Tank — 7 is 80 | 
48 language 1 would not bear, was it not in 
my own houſe :” . Your age and in- 
<- firmities,” reryrned the young man, * will, 
c“ be your protection in any other place as 
« well as this; but depend on It, no place 
« ſhall protect you from the ſhame and 
contempt you deſerve, or ſkreen you. 
c“ from the voice of truth, when and 
« wherever I meet you.” — So ſaying, he 
flung out of the room, throw ing his card 
on the table. 

The eyes of Lord Sutton followed . 
When quite out of fight, with a deep ſigh, 
he examined the card; and, after ſome 
time, broke ſilence, with aſking the Cape. 
tain, what he thought of him? ebe 

It was proper not, that there was no dan- 
ger, for the valiant toad-eater to be in a rage 
at the inſults offered his patron; he hegged 
che addreſs, that he might have the honour 
of 


; a 
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of chaſtizing him. “/ — anſwered 
Lord Sutton, with a fignificant | emphaſis 
that ſtagnared the poor Captain; nor ſo 
much on account of the iaſinuation it cer- 
*Hainly implied, of his want of proweſs; as 
fromm che övbertainty it left bim in, of the 
ſetitiments it behoved him to expreſs of a 
matter that had occafioned ſuch uncommon 
agitations in his principal. — A ſilence en- 
ſued for fome moments, when his lordſhip 
thought proper to leave the room, and re- 
tire to his library. — Mrs. Villars, relieved 
from her morning's attendance, was follow- 
ing him, but. the Captain ſtopped her, to 
beg ſhe would favour him with her opinion 
of the late tranſaction; in return for which, 
he promiſed his wife ſhould teach her to 
make tea; which, as ſhe, he preſumed, was 
4 woman of charactar, and Villars was not, 


he choſe to inſinuate, would be a great con- 


deſcenſion; but that fooliſh woman excuſed 
herſelf, with her uſual indifference to the 
objects around her; not having formed any 
opinion, ſhe could give none; and hinted 
Her fears, in rather a ſeverer manner than 

| - the 
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ſhe was accuſtomed to, that not having 
« had bis lady's practice, ſhe ſhould be 
tt little better for her inſtructions. ſhe 
then left the poor body ſpitefully, Hurt 
at her words and manner, reſpecting his 
ſpouſe, and in a doleful dilemma how to 
conduct himſelf in the caſe of Wilkinſon, * 
whoſe addreſs Lord Sutton had taken with 
him, be returned home, without an invit 
tion to dinner ; where, notwithſtanding 
profound reſpe& for her, he thought proper 
_ to quarrel with, and beat this very beſt of 
all poſſible wives, becauſe ſhe had not 
the art of procuring e dar 
money. 40 
- Mr. Wilkinſon attended Mrs, Herber 
to Llandore, accompanied by Mr. Manſtel 
they all left London full of regtet and 
anxiety, for the fate of a young creature, 


who was the object of delt mutual regard 
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W left Anna happier than ſhe had 
been ſince the loſs of Mrs. Manſel; her 
_ employers were charmed with her execu- 
tion; and as it was always fetched and 
carried, by Hannah Clarke, who was a very 
ordinary little woman of thirty; ſhe ex- 
torted more civility from Mrs. Deſmoulins, 
chan it was poſfible ſo fine a figure as 
Anpa's could have been entitled to. 
The winter was now approaching, and 
Mr, Edwin, neither by himſelf or ſer- 
vants, had given her any interruption while 
Mr. Manſel was in town, for fear (which 
was rearly the caſe) they might place a ſpy 
on his actions, ſhe began to conceive herſelf 
fake from any an, ſhe had not 


again 
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again ſeen, to her ſurpriſe, the perſon who 
brought her the letter from Mr. Manſel ; 
but concluding he had forgot to call, wrote 
to that friend her thanks for his ſeaſonable 
ſupply; and giving a brief account of all 
that had happened to her. She made two 
holidays to do this in, and was juſt ſitting 
down to her frame, when Mrs. Deſmoulins 
entered her apartment, followed by- her 
maid with a large bundle; her buſineſs 
was, in the firſt place, to ſatisfy herſelf of 
the place of our heroine's reſidence; and, 
in the next, to give her the train of a ſuĩt of 
clothes to finiſh The coat was already 
done; it was intended for a preſent from 
2 young lady of- quality to her ſiſter, 4 
new married Ducheſs. — She very much 
wiſhed to have it made up by the nest 
birth day; but was taken with a fit of 
weurineſs, and would do no more to it her- 
ſelf; though its being finiſned by another 
hand was to be kept à profound ſecret —+ 
It was elegantly ;fancied, and variegated 
in tht moſt rep r taſte, wich embroi⸗ 
| Ser tec 1 o La By (53 der, 
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dery, foil, ſpangles, and crape; and an am- 
ple price was to be paid if done well — 


Anna readily undertook, and inſtantly ſet 


about a job, from which the expected as 
much credit as profit She had proceeded 
rapidly in her taſk, which had more taſte 
than labour in it; when having ſent for a 


* freſh ſupply of one ſhade of ſilk, ſhe acci- 
denrally caſt. her eye on the paper in 


which it was wrapped—it was part of a 
magazine, and contained the deaths of the 


month. The firſt in the liſt was the name 
of Charles Herbert, Eſq. of Llandore Caſtle. 


It occurred not to her, that the father and 


ſon were both of one Chriſtian name — 


She was ſenſible only of the idea that young 
Herbert was dead — A thouſand circum- 


_ ſtances. now confirmed thoſe dreadful ſur- 


miſes — His ill health, which obliged him 
to go out of town at the period of her 
leaving Groſvenor ſquare — Mr. Edwin's 


' mourning — The total extinction of her 


hopes, by his entire giviog her vp, which, 


from not hearing from him, though her 
abode was ſo well known to his family, ſhe 


con- 
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concluded to be the caſe, now all-roſe to 
her imagination, and conſpired to diſtract 
her - — again the fatal paper was examined 
—,it was indeed "Charles Herbert — a 
Jeeadfol -miſt overſpread ber W 
ſunk ſenſeleſs on the floor. 
Alarmed at the noiſe of her fall, Mrs. 
Clake gew to her apartment. The ſight 
of her dear child, as ſhe fondly called her, 
bereſt of ſenſe and motion, had nearly 
thrown her into the ſame condition; the 
bouſe, the neighbours were alarmed — 
the apothecary ſummoned. — He let her 
blood, and ſhe ſoon returned to a ſenſe 
of ſorrow exceeding all ſhe had yet felt. 
la the midſt. ef her misfortunes, when 
every other hope forſook her, ſhe had in- 
dulged a latent pleaſure in that of being 
dear to Herbert; in that hope, unknown 
to herſelf, Sed one of being, by ſome 
happy means or other, once more bleſt in his 
ſociety. The laſt interview had left its traces 
on her mind never to be eraſed. When 
| he was particularly ſenfible of ber mit- 
IL. 3 "fortunes, 
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fortunes;' that wüs her never-failing re- 
ſource ; or when ſhe ſuffered her naturally 
fanguine temper to look forward to a poſ- 
fibility of better days, ſtill he was her firſt 


object; but thoſe flattering ideas no longer 


ſoothed her imagination; the relentleſs 
hand of fate had torn from her heart the 
laſt, and only fond hope; the creation was 
now a void; the world had nothing in it for 
her; the moſt amiable, the moſt beloved 
youth was no more — ſhe might now, 
without fear of injury to Miſs Edwin, 
without dread of diſturbing the peace of his 
family, indulge in a luxury of grief the re- 
troſpect of his virtues; ſhe could live over 
again each ſcene that had bound her ſoul to 
bis She yet ſaw and felt the benignant 
glance of his eyes = their ſoft languiſh- 
ments ſtill melted on her-thovghrs, '- But, 
alas I he was loft for ever, arid for ever. 
In this diſtracted ſituatĩom tears and ſighs 
were her only relief. Unable to bear the 
light, it was in vain Mrs. Clarke implored 
her to repoſe her ſorrows in her faſchful bo- 


ſom - ſhe mourned the dear youth inwardly 
| and 
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and incefluntly—her reſt and appetite both 
forſook her, and had not another calamity 
awaited her, which, by roufing her facul- 
ties, made her grief change its object, in all 
probability ſne would have ſunk under the 
ſecret agonies of her mind. 

Bates, who knew the wiſhes of his ms 
ter, called often on Mrs, Clarke's daugh- 
ter, and pretending love to that fooliſh wo+ 
man, had egreſs and regreſs there unknown 
to her mother. A few days after this afflic- 
ting circumſtance to Anna, Mrs. Clarke 
was ſent for to viſit a ſick brother at Chat» 
ham: it was with great reluctance ſhe left - 
her in ſuch a ſtate of mind and body; 
but as ſhe: expected ſome trifles at his 
death, our heroine inſiſted on her going. 

The firſt day of her abſence, worn out 
by grief and want of reſt, Anna threw her- 
ſelf on the bed, and unfortunately for a 
few minutes forgot her cares. In this in- 
terval Bates called — Hannah was in the 


kitchen under the ſnop: not meeting with+ - | 


any one below, a ſudden impulſe. of curio- 
anc % him up airs. The door of her 
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apartment being open, the beauty of the 
work induced him, treading very light, 
and ſeeing the room er to ee 
nearer vie of it. 
, " vidJaz . her in fie pat it 
in his head, as he had often heard his maſ- 
ter eurſe the embroidery, as the means of 
ber being enabled to ſupport herſelf inde- 
pendent of him, if ſhe was deprived of 
that reſoutee; Mr. Edwin muſt yet ſucceed, 
he ſilently ftripped the train out of the 
frame, and the coat hanging on © the 
chairs for her guide, bundled the whole 
e _ an 3 and —— 
e. „ too eee ſuffer 
her long to reſt — The little bed room ad · 
joined to that in which her work ſtoed. 
But wbo can expreſs her feelings, at the 
ſight of her frame ſtripped, and the cbat 
gone She ran down ſtairs almoſt frantic. 
Hannah was by that time in the ſhop 
Search was made —the neighbourhood 
alarmed . A little girl who came for 2 
eee 5 we Oe man coming 
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out of the ſhop with a bundle — Anna, 
half diſtracted, knew, not yet the conſe- 
quence of this misfortune. She got Hannah 
do go to Mr. Deſmoulins He and his wife 
were outrageous they were ruined — they 
ſhould loſe-their beſt cuſtomers and friends 
— no money could compenſate for the loſs 
but if it could, they had taken no ſecu - 
rities. Mrs. Deſmoulins blamed: her huſ- 
hand; he curſed, for the firſt time, his own: 
folly; and both vowed. — on our ill- 
fated heroine, - 0 

Oa undertak ing the woth, be had men» 
tioned her having done Lady Edwin's ſuit 
which was ſo much admired. — Away flew - 
Mrs. Deſmoulins to Sir William Edwin's 
to make inquiries — The ſervants there 
told her, che perſon. who worked that ſuit 
for their Lady, was ſaid not to be honeſt; 
and was,” moreover, now in keeping 
Inflamed by this neus, ſhe returned to her 
huſband: ſhe thought what his ridiculous 
obſt inacy would come to he would em 
ploy the ſlut — but ſhe kne u his motives, 
and the world ſhould know them too— 

Ls. Sb 
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She would go to Lady Harriot — ſhe 
would throw herſelf at the feet of the 
Ducheſs — She would diſcloſe thoſe inju- 


_ ries ſhe had hitherto borne in meekneſs 


and filence — Oh! if her dear Timothy 
Was but alive to ſee this day—to ſee the 
buſineſs he, poor dear creature, took ſuch 
pains to. eſtabliſh, thrown away on ſtrum- 
pets But it did not ſignify — ſee what 
the Ducheſs would fay. The poor French- 
man, unable to ſtop the torrent of her re- 
proaches, and conſcious of her having op- 
poſed his employing our heroine, was filled 
with confuſion and diſmay. The diſobliging 
of the young Ducheſs, whoſe beaury was 
not more the object of general admiration, 
than her ſweetneſs and goodneſs was that of 
reſpect and eſteem, and whoſe favour was 
as much the ſource of profit to the tradeſ- 
men ſhe patronized as her diſpleaſure was 
the reverſe; beſides for ever offending Lady 
Harriot, who choſe to have the whole cre- 
dit of the work. The ſuperior penetration 
of his wife, now ſo evident in this unlucky 
| * Bet a en; 
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event, admitted not of diſpute ; he there- 
fore had neither power nor inclination to 
oppoſe her meaſures : — ſhe inſiſted on 
taking out a warrant againſt the huſſey, to 
which he readily conſented — it was, how- 
ever, too late in the evening to take a ſtep 
of that nature, and the innocent Anna 
was ſuffered to paſs that night unknow- 
ing of the dreadful fate which awaited. 
her. 
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Tur lo of the 8 afflicted 
our heroine moſt ſenſibly, as ſhe doubted 
not but the means of her ſubſiſtence would 
be taken from her; but that was an ob- 
ject of far leſs concern to her now than it 
would have been a few days ago. Her- 
bert was gone! How gladly would ſhe 
now refign a life, which had been à con- 
ſtant ſcene of ſorrow and diſappointment, 
to be united to him ſor erer! In reflec- 
tions on the uncommon cruelty of her fate 
— in deſpair of one day's peace — joyleſs 
in the preſent, and hopeleſs in the future, 
her heart ſickened, and the extreme de- 
jection of her ſpirits, which could not eva- 
porate in tears, brought on a ſlow fever, 


which preyed hg her all nigbt, but inter- 
5 mitted 
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mitted towards morning, when ſhe fell 
into a doze, from which ſhe was awoke 
by the cries of Hannah at her chamber 
door — Almoſt fainting with weakneſs and 
grief, ſhe made an effort to dreſs herſelf, 
and opened the door, when to her unſpeak- 
able terror, two men entered, who told her 
they had got a warrant againſt her ; Ignorant. 
of their meaning, as well as intent, ſhe 
begged to know what they meant: when ini 
burſt the inexorable Mrs. Deſmoulins; bid- 
ding her inſtantly go with them; the mean- 
ing was, to puniſh ſuch demure ſluts as her; 
and, ſince ſhe could not produce her work, 
the ſhould be employed in er e 
thieving could anfwer no end; 

. Anna's outeries brought the neighbours in, 
when the volubiliey of the tradeſwoman, 
oppoſed to the death - ke fllence of poor p 
Anna, immediate ly ſettled the matter 
te no wonder the gentle woman was in ſuch 
A paſſtom; it was a fad thing for people to 
oſe their bread by ſuch creatures; it was 
{plain enough ſhe was guilty z that might? 
* he ſeen in WW one of the con- 

ſtables, 
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our heroine moſt ſenſibly, as ſhe doubted 
not but the means of her ſubſiſtence would 
be taken from her; but that was an ob- 
jecd of far leſs concern to her now than it 
would have been a few days ago. Her- 


bert was gone! How gladly would ſhe 


now refign a life, which, had been a con- 


Kant ſcene of ſorrow. and diſappointment, 
0 be united to him bor ever] In. refee- 


tions on the uncommon cruelty of her fate 
— in deſpair of one day's peace — joyleſs 


in the preſent, and hopeleſs in the future, 
her heart ſickened, and the extreme de- 


jection of her ſpirits, which could not eva- 


porate in tears, brought on ſiow fever, 
0 * e der her all night, but inter- 
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mitted towards morning, when ſhe fell 
into a doze, from which ſhe was awoke 
by the cries of Hannah at her chamber 
door — Almoſt fainting with weakneſs and 
grief, ſhe made an effort to dreſs herſelf, 
and opened the door, when to her unſpeak- 
able terror, two men entered, who told her 
they had got a warrant againſt her; ignorant 
of their meaning, 'as well as intent, ſhe 
begged to know what they meant: when iti 
burſt the inexorable Mrs. Deſmoulins; bid - : 
ding her inſtantly go with them; the mean- 
ing was; to puniſh ſuch demure ſluts as her; 
and, ſinee ſhe could not produce her work, 
the ſhould be employed in ITY Wha 
 thieving could anfwer no end; 
. Anna's oxiteries brought the , in, 
when the volubiliey of the tradeſwoman, 
oppoſed to the death - ke fllence of poor 
Anna, immediately ſettled the matter: b 
no wonder the gentle woman was in ch 
« 2 paſſion; it was a fad thing for people to 
«ſole their bread by ſuch creatures; it was 
«plain enough ſhe was guilty 3 that might? = 
1 he eh e ore of the con- 
ſtables, 
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ſtables, however, in compaſſion to her youth 
and ſex, begged Mrs. Deſmouling would 
withdraw,-and let him try to bring her to 
confeſſon : at this Anna ſtarted: © I know. 
not what you mean, or why I am thus ſur- 
ce rounded; if it is on account of the work 
« have loſt, be pacified i madam, I have 
one friend, who can and will ſatisfy you. 
Jam, continued ſhe, © very ill able 
to ſupport my ſelf under ſuch treatment; 
te hut be affured you will be paid your 
«< demand :: I beg I may be left alone. 
„ Yes; yes, miſtreſs, you will haye 
e time enough to be alone, retorted the 
woman, Lou muſt now be ſatisficd at 
« going into company.” — Come, Sir, do 
- « your office.“ — The men ſeized her. — 
Slipping from their hand on her knees, her 
face bathed in tears, and every token of de- 
ſpair in her countenance, ſhe begged to 
know what was to be done with her, and 
where ſhe was to go, but no anſwer was 
vauchſafed to her heart · breaking intreaties; 
ſhe, was carried down and put inta a coach, 
0 "0; taken before the hitting magiſtrates. 
"1 Hannah, . 


C 
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Hannah, locking up ber doors, followed 


weeping, and wringing her hands, - accoms 
. panied by the neighbours, from different 
motives, to the place where the rotation 
was held; they were there as ſoon as the 
coach; and Anna was lifted out, being 


bench, which conſiſted of three magiſtrates, 
One was a ſhort thick man, with very 


ſpiteful blue eyes; ſo gouty, as to be ſearcely 


able to walk from the door to his chair: 


he had, from a very mean original, wormed 
himſelf into credit, and, after carrying on a 
great ſhew of trade for a very few years, com- 
menced bankrupt, paid the enormous com- 
poſition of two and fix pence in the pound; 
and having got his certificate; by his indefa- 


ttgable ſervices, at a general election, to the 


ſuccefsful candidate, was put into com 


miſſion of the peact, in which, with ſome 


private reſources, he contrived'to pick up 
the meüns of a genteel living: He was an 


_ ifflextble advocate for Juſtice, a' conſtant 


friend e ad the —— and” an inveterate 


9 
k 


utterly unable to ſtand; and carried before the 
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enemy to all rogues” % were gur. His 
name was Atwood. 
Niet him ſat a tall, luſty, fair man, rom- 
pous in his manner, florid in his ſpeech, 
and a prodigious admirer of his own ſenſe 
and dignity. | When I ſay he was a con- 
tractor, I need not add he was rich. He 
was at this period famous for his oppoſition. 
to that government under which he had got 
a fortune, and à public villifier of the 
prince who had honoured him with a title: 
he was fond of making ſpeeches ; affected 
bo ſo tender a. heart, that he has been known 
do ſhed tears at a ſeſſions, with his ſpread 
| hands on his heart, in behalf of a. petition. 
from a commiſſioner of the turnpikes and 
high roads, while his callous heart tetreated 
- from the woes of his own blood, and turned. 
a deaf ear to the pleas of the diſtreſſed of 
all denominations ;, a vociferous aſſertor of 
public jnſtice, and a private vialator of every 
humane tie: ſo humble, that he would tell 
you how deſtitue of friends, money, or re- 
commendation, he firſt entered on the theatre 
. and ſo proud, that no ſociety was 


any 
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any longer N to him, than it was 
filled with wonder at his riches and gran- 
deur, and bowed the knee of adulation to 
his prodigious abilities. This magiſtrate was 
called Sir Richard Peacbck. — On his right 
hand ſat a fat dark man, with a kind of a 
black and blue completion; who, though 
here in all the pomp, of magiſtracy, ſcowled 
his gray griſty brows round the hall wich an 
aſſumed ſullenneſs and pride; at home, in 
his own ſhop, would weigh an halfpenoy- 
worth of plumbs to a beggar's nephew, duſt 
the gold ſugar loaf over his door, ſweep the 
front of bis houſe, or any other odd matter 
that required doing. | 
He was rich enough to ſatisfy A mifer, 
and ſaving enough to pleaſe one : his canvas 
apron anſwered two, purpoſes; it preſerved... 
his black tu breeches, andit ſaved a pocket 
| handkerchief '3 that, and a nightcap. once 
white, were the enſigns by which this ma- 
giſtrate was known i in the place where he 
lived a but under thoſe very ine 
appearances, | he 900 a tender, and even 


i Te 


A \ generous heart; at times when he conde- 
ſcended to put off the importance of his 
character; and when he diſpenſed with the 
dear idea of money - getting, the milk of hu 

man kindneſs warmed his heart ; and that 
purſe he had taken ſuch pains to fill, was 
liberally opened to the calls of friendſhip 
and humanity ; and this, to do him —_ 
Vas not * | 
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CHAP. LXX. 


The Friend in Need, 


Warn Anna was Wo) through a 


mob of runners, conſtables, diſputants; 


and pickpockets, before thoſe auguſt per- 


ſonages,  finking with apprehenſions, and 


overcome with fear, ſhe ventured to raife 
her eyes to the awful tribunal before 
whom ſhe was to be examined. | 

From the prejadices of firſt appearances, 
the gray locks of Atwood gave her hopes, 


which themild-looking Sir Richard con- 
| firmed but from the bent brow of Mr. 


Sago her ſoul ſhrunk. = a 


Mrs. Deſmoulins, cedar fifty, | 


dreſſed in pink and the height of the mode, 
was honoured with a ſeat within the bar, 
while the poor culprit, in whoſe counte- 


Kc 
; nance modeſty and delicacy were firongly 
delineated, and. whoſe pallid checks car- 
tied evidence of weakneſs and ill health, 
fopported herſelf by leaving on the bar; 


Hannah not being able to ſqueeſe up to 


| her, ſurrounded by men whoſe 2 800 


ſtruck her with terror. 
Mt. Deſmoulins likewiſe ſoon 10 bis 
appearance. when | reſpect to their dreſs, in- 
duced the worthy ee to give them 
an inſtant hearing. ne To Ci 
Mr. Deſmoulins, in 2 moſt polite ſiyle, 
told them, he was in deſpair at the trouble 
he was obliged to give them ; that the per- 
ſon wha had the honour of appearivg. at 
their bar, was one in whom he had placed 
great confidence | that he had the morti- 
fication ; to find himſelf deceived in her; and 
it was with great regret and repugnance he 
did himſelf the honour of charging 10 
with a defraud. eee 
Who are you, Sir, as; is your name; 
« and where do you reſide 2” ci | 


defer ie 3 on a6 


San 
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With an important bow he was going to 

anſwer, when Mrs. Deſmoulins e 
bim. 
Lord, Louis, what ſignifies your going 
& ſuch a roundabout tale to their honors j 
* pleaſe you, my Lord, I keep the ſtar and 
« garter embroidery warehouſe in Pall- 
« Mall; we work for all the people of 
« faſhion; and this girl being no better 
- than ſhe ſhould be, came to us em- 
«* employ.” 

„What,“ interropted Atwood, * the is 
© -a, — you underſtand me.” 

Ves, indeed Sir, ſhe is no better than a 
kept woman; and we, out of compaſ- 
© ſion, employed her; for, God be praiſed, 
„we want not for hands or buſineſs, on - 
5 indeed, what we might live on without 
141 it.“ 

10 Bring a chair for this hete lady, * 
« that there gentleman,” ſaid the civil 
juſtice. © Now, Madam, we can hear, 
« when you can ſpeak, with more caſe to 
« nn e engen 


+ 
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r Well, pleaſe your Worſhip; a lady of 
* the firſt quality, we work for few, others, 
«ſent us a job, and my fooliſh huſba1d 
«would make'me give it her, together with 
e the coat finiſhed by way of pattern; and 
now, when it ſhould be done, the has 
er made away with it.“ a 
„ Well, young woman,” ſaid Sir Rich- 
ard, you hear the enormity of the crime 
of -which you are charged—you have, it 
t ſeems, been guil- ty of a two-fold of-fence, 
«you have be-tray-ed the con-fi-dence 
© pla-ced in you by theſe wor-thy peo-ple, 
*-and you have de- fraud-ed them of their 
* pro- per-ty. I pro-feſs my heart bleeds, 
it drops, I ſay, blood, to ſee ſuch wick - 
e ed-neſs in fo young à crea-ture. What 
ig your name?“ -a pauſe why do 
r not ſpeak ? what is your name? 
»« Why don't yeu anſwer his worſhip?” 
ſaid ie pod * brought her 
there," ST 1; it 
C1 Har: impoſible—the agony of ber wal 
was too ſtrong for utterance; ſpeech was 
denied: her; — and an obſtinate ſilence 
3 | being : 
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being imputed to her in contempt of juſtice, 
oaths were prepared to be adminiſtered to 
the proſecutots, and Anna ordered to be 
committed, when Mr. Sago approached- 
her, looking under his bent brow, filled her 
with freſh terror; her eyes were involunta- 
rily averted, and her head turned Nen 
him. 

Viewing her earneſtly, Can W be 
< found ?” ſaid he, in a ſoftened voice, 
have you nobody, child, who will be bail 
« for you? for gentlemen,” turning to his 
brethren, © according to the ſtory of the 
ce proſecutor, and we have not heard the 
« poor girl, this at the worſt can be but a 
* breach of truſt; have you nothing to 
* ſay for yourſelf, child?“ ſaid he meſs 
tenderly to her. 

Speech, with a violent guſh of ſorrow, 
was now lent . her: — with her | fpread 
hands on her face, while the tears dropped 
through her fingers, Oh, Sir!“ exclaimed 
ſhe, may the bleſſings of the broken 
* hearted attend you indeed I at wrong- 


N I would have paid the value of the” A J 


ü * work 


work which was ſlolen bum vy _ 
ment.“ f 
* Have you aoy one to gen er | 

8 character $3% | 
+ $-Character,” . Mes. Weiss, 

© ſhe 1obbed the lady where ſhe lived laſt, 
*.and has ſince been upon the town—Ccha- 
© racter- indeed! ? 

Js this true, child?“ ſaid: Sago. 
oft Good God, Sir, no! for heaven's ſake 
« what lady do you allude to? or, what · 
do you mean by the town ?” ? 
mean 1 who pam ou | 
to be a thief. 

„Take \care, Madam, faid 2 ſome 
remains of her pride, uniting with con- 
ſcious innocence, wretched and friend- 
« leſs as I now appear, there ate in the 
« world, (burſting; into a freſh flood of 
« tears): thoſe that will ſupport my inno- 
« cence, and vindicate my character. Lady 
« Edwin herſelf would be one of the firſt 
* 10 join in the puniſhment of ſuch a eruel 
* calumny.” 
ls. coats, amen,” fternly ſaid Sir 
Rickard, « you are charg-cd on the oath of 

| « Mrr, 


* 
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«Mrr. and Mrs. Deſmou-lins, 'both'peo- af 
te ple of un- doubt- ed cre-dit, with a de- 


et fraud; and if you have not good and 
« ſuf-fi-ci-ent bail, to pri- ſon you muſt go: 
« my time, and that of my bre- thren on 
it the bench, is too pre · ci-· ous to waſte with 
c your e- qui- vo- ca- tions. I am, myſelf, 
*«« obli- ged, (looking round him with dig- 
cc nĩty) to at- tend the na- ti o · nal af-fairs 
<« of the realm. What ſay you, Mrr. a- 
« you, Sir, the keeper of the priſon? 
Anna looked up; her pride again forſook 
her, in the horror of aſſociating with the 
mretches ſhe . beheld, of being dragpet 
away among the abandoned of both ſexes 3 
ſhe was ſenſible only to terror; and throw 
ing herſelf on her knees, ſhe , 
Mrs. Deſmoulins: e 
- & Have pity on my youth, Madan con 
afdet l am of your own: en the ho: 
1 fpure me.“ ä 2 
80 1 will, if you confeſs; ſo 1 Will, 
if you tell me where the work nn 
« vered; but not elſe.. ns col! 
Wen SIE N 5 1 tn "The . 
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The huſpand, a little mollified, would 
now have interfered, but that ſerved only 
as oil n a flame; his wife's paſſion increaſed, 
and Anna was on the point of being drag- 
gema, though Mr. Sago. wiſhed ſtill to 


de ſarburable; but Mrs. Deſmoulins un- 


fortunately aſking him if he would make 
god her loſs ?“ an end was put to the 
allairz. when good fortune, in the ſhape of 
Mn, Bently, puſhed in. His perſon was, 
as well as his great fortune, known to the 
worſhipful Bench ; the bar was lifted up; 
- buit inſtead of -availing. himſelf of that ho- 
nour he ſeized: hold af Anna, and tugging 
her i in, the tears eee, ee. 
Ten, ten thouſand pounds bail for hn 
« will that do, Sir Richard? will that do, 
Mr. Atwood?“ and ſhaking with his va- 
cant band che chumb of the grocer,.. © will 
te that do?? 

The general ſurprize of theſe diſtributers 
| of juſtice, and the people who were preſent, 
e way to the 58 due to a a. young 
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perſon under the avowed protection of ſo 
rich a man. 
Did I not bid you, my amiable girl, 
®ſeek a friend at the Abbey?“ ſaid Mr. 
Bently, as ſoon as his emotions would let 
him; © why did you not come to me?” 
The agony and weakneſs of our heroine. 
when her guardian angel entered, was con- 
verted to aſtoniſhment; how, in the mo- 
ment when all hope was loſt, when on the 
very verge of deſpair, could the believe he if 
was really it! the hands of a friend, willing 
and able to preſerve her from wrong, to 
Protect her from inſult ! The ſudden tranſi- 
tion from ſorrow to joy was too much for 
her reduced ſpirits. Way was now made 
for Hannah, every body pitied her diſtreſs __ 
Mr. Atwood offered his own chair, it be- 
ing an armed one, and Sir Richard had a | 
bottle of 2au+de-luce at her ſervice; he had 
even a tear ready to ſqueeze out'at fight of 
ſo lovely a creature's indiſpoſition. Sago 
lamented fecretly the want of his canvaſs 
apron; and Mrs. Deſmoulins, to the 2fto- 
niſhment of her huſband, was filens 
M 2 A 
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As Anna revived, her en 
ſtrong for words, vented itſelf in a plentiful 
ſhower of tears; — they were not the only 
ones ſhed on the occaſion. Sir. Richard, 
as I have ſaid before, had a very. conveni- 
ent knack at weeping where he was ſure 
no advantage could be taken of the appear- 
ance, of humanity ; ſo that, on the preſent 
occaſion, he even ſfobbed. n. 
Bently—burt I muſt here beg one word 
with my reader on the ſubject of a weakneſs 
many people would bluſh at. I will acknow- 


liedge a watry head, in ſome caſes, to be 


the ſign of a weak heart; it was in Sir 
Richard more, it was the mark of a wicked, 
hypocritical one: but hallowed, for ever 
hallowed be the ſpontaneous and involun- 
tary drops excited by humanity, and en- 
forced by compaſſion, which are often ſeen 
to flow from the ſoul of bravery: itſelf, and 
grace the face of undaunted courage; yes, 
the ſame eyes from whence, in the ſervice of 
theit country, or in the cauſe of honour, 
courageous flaſhes of ſacred fire have ſtruck 
confuſion into the hearts of their enemies; 

| , : . at 
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at thy ſhrine, oh, heaven- born ſympathy, 
how have they been ſuffuſed ! 
Bently wept like a child. ' © 


WWhen you wanted a friend, Miſs Man- ; 


« ſel, why did you not come to me ?” ſaid 
he. © Alas! poor girl, once acquainted 


ce with the villany of a Sutton, who ſhall. 


* condemn thee for diſtruſting all mankind? 
© have watched, followed, and tried thee: 

s my ſoul, like thy own, rent with ſorrow, 
« and robbed of all its hopes, will receive a 
e gueſt which had long forſook its habita- 
* tion. In raifing thy modeſt merit I will 
ce be joyful—and in making that beauty, 


& innocence, and honour, * which was de- 
* nied pity, enviable, I will feel happineſs. _ 
“For you, good woman, go home —T have 


c reconeiled the loſs of her gown to the 
© Ducheſs; and if you find you are no 
“ longer honoured with the ſanction and 


* cuſtom of that family, attribute it to their 


c native benevolence, which will not ſuffer 


them to e their favour on ſavages. 


an 


3 . How 


How beautiful is h. how awful the 
emanation of an upright mind! the words 
that were uttered by this honeſt man ſtruck 
all preſent with reſpect: be was no magi- 
ſtrate but thoſe who were, ſhrunk into no- 
thing wich the ſenſe of their own rege | 
interrupted not his deciſion.) - + | 
Mrs. Deſmoulins with a front equally 
devoid of gentleneſs or modeſty, felt abaſſi 
ed, and retired without anſwering the re- 
ſpectable monitor; and her huſband, who 
found the natural complacency he had for 
his own dear ſweet ſelf, increaſed by the con- 
ſciouſneſs of the mercy he had wiſhed to ſhew, 
marched after her, backward, . bowing all 
the way, with a mixture of triumph and 
re ſpect in his countenance. nns 
Sir Richard had now began an harrangue: 
« It gives me,” ſaid he, © the great - eſt plea- 
«<4 ſure—It/ gives me the fa-tis-fac<ti-on— 
nay it gives me the great · eſt = 22 a — 
that is to ſay, I am glad, very glad, an 
al- fair fo black (knitting his brom) in the 
NT eee . turn out ſo white 
| (ſmiling) 
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% (imiling) in the end; and that the n 
* ſome lady in the chair— 

Sir,“ interrupted n «I We 

« pardon ; I muſt thank you another time 

for what you are pleaſed to ſay in favour 


& of that lady, but at preſent ſhe is too 


© much agitated to attend to it—we will 
«therefore beg to be excuſed.” 


concourſe of people were ſeen advancing to 
the office, and three gentlemen, whoſe-in- 
dependent circumſtances and good ſenſe 
kept them, though in the ſame commiſſion, 
from often appearing at the Rotation in 


company with the trading juſtices, entered, 


followed by as great a number of people as 


could {queeze in. It was now impoſlible 
for Anna, in her pony weak ſtate, to 


0 
Tb vil Mr. Atwood „ 


d her to retire into a little inner room 


behind where they fat, which offer ſne 


gladly accepted. Bently was following 


when among the bew comers he beheld 


M 4 Dalton, 


He was 
then going to lead her out, when a large 
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ſtance to Anna; but as ſoon as he was 
ſatisſied in reſpe&t to her accommoda- 
tion, left her and returned to 


the juſtice 
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Proves our Heroine had a Father. © 


A GENTEEL-looking elderly man, : 


very much ſun burnt, by whoſe fide ſtood a 
younger man of the ſame deſcription, told 


a plain and moving tale; he ſaid his name 


was Mordant; he was a native of South 
Wales ; that he had when young an only 


ſiſter, the greateſt beauty of the time, who 


captivated, at the age of eighteen, the ſon 
and heir of a noble family in their neigh- 
bourhood ; but though a great and incum- 
bered eftate, with vaſt perſonal riches, de- 
fcending from the ſeveral branches of their 
houſe, were all veſted in the father of this 
young man, no intreaties whatever could 


induce him to liſten to the petition of his 


ſon in behalf of his love, although pride 


far more than his defire of wealth oppoſed 
„ bis. 


* 1 1 1 
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his happineſs. As their houſe boaſted a 
long line of anceſtors, not one of whom 
ad married out of the beſt blood in the 
Principality, and bis father was the ſon of a 

tradeſman who dealt in butter and oats, 
the produce of that country; that finding 
the young gentleman was bent on marrying 
the object of his affection, the father had 
him ſeized, and with unrelenting. rigour 
confined him in a remote part of his large 
manſion four years, having made a vow he 
mould never ſee the ſun till the young 
woman was dead or married, or till he gave 
his honour to think on her no more; that 
nis fiſter being in 2 deplorable. ſtate of 
Health, their father dead, and themſelves 
invited to an uncle in Jamaica, he had 
cContrived, at her requeſt, to ſcale the out- 
fide" of the caſtle, and delivered the young 
man from his confinement, who ſet out 
immediately with them. He married his 
ter at the ſeaport from whence they ſailed, 
-vowing* never to return to his family till 
they received his beloved wife with him, 


4nd ſbo reached the place of their deſtina- 
Walnc ds N tion. 
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tion? The happineſs of the new - married 
pair increaſing with their family, the huſ- 


band declared his intention of renouncing- 
his country, and all of his blood Who 


would not acknowledge his wife. A ſhort 


time after they arrived the uncle died, 
leaving them joint heirs to his trade and: 
fortune ; they enteted into partnerſhip and 

lived in equal harmony and happineſs, till 
a fatal epidemic fever carried off both 
_ their wives, and all his partner's children 
but one, the youngeſt, a female; chat a 
woman who had nurſed his ſiſter, and who. 
having attended her abroad, had been much 


beloved by her, recovered of the fever which. 


the caught from ber miſtreſs, but fell into 
a decline which was pronounced tobe in- 
curable: by any thing but her native air; 
and on this, it being near the time proper 

to ſend his little daughter, as is there cu 
tomary, to England for education, and 
un willing the poor invalid! ſhould go by 
herſelf, he had taken that opportunity to 
bring over his child 3 and as (if the old; 
2 recovered) he would wiſh+her to 
M 6 continue 


bf his wiſe, inſtead of taking it from their 
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continue in England (merely that ſhe might 
de near her) to leave her confortably ſet - 
ted ; for which purpaſe, as he meant to | 
return by the firſt-ſhip, and choſe to avoid 
any poſfible rencontre with his family, who 
he more than ever diſliked ſince the death 


cotrelpondents here, he brought money 
with him for the purpoſe of ſinking it into 
an annuity for che life of the old ſervant; 
chat they arrived ſafe in the Downs, when 
the woman being extremely ill, and defi- 
raus of reaching London for advice imme- 
diately, they had left the ſhip: there in 
order to proceed to town, leaving the 
principal part of their baggage: on board; 
ſince; which he had never been able to 
trace, by any means whatever, what had 
| nieces or the nurſe, the ſhip having re- 
turned without their things being ever 
landed, or the Captain's ſeeing or hearing 
any thing of them; that he continued to 
trade in their joint names till he had accu- 
| Ian his expectation ;. and his 


uneaſineſs 
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uneaſineſs increaſing inſtead of. decreaſing, 
he had brought his ſon over himſelf fix 
years ago to finiſh” his education, ſolely 
for the purpoſe of making inquiries after 
his loſt friend; that he continued in Eng- 
land twelve months, and at length re- 
turned, having vainly inquired not only 

of bis family, the old Lord being dead, 
but at every probable place, without 
being able to obtain the leaſt intelligence 
concerning him; that he had concluded 
they were murdered for the ſake of the 
money his partner carried with him; 
and this ſhocking ſurmiſe was confirn- 
ed about four months ago, in à manner 
the moſt providential and extraordinary. 

A bricklayer, who had long worked on 
his eſtate, having emigrated to the Spa- 
niſh/ ſettlements with a mulatto flavey” 
his wife petitioned him for means to re- 
turn to her own country; that he had paid 
her paſſage home, and gave the houſe hee: 
reſided in to an old ſervant;; in clearing 
away the litters, four bags, marked by that 

very ſervant 100 Gs. which his brother 
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bad taken with him, were found and brought 
to him; that ſhocked and ſurprized be- 
yond meaſure, he directly went after the 
man, but ſound the ſchooner he had ſailed 
in was loſt; that, not doubting his wife 

muſt be acquainted with the cataſtrophe, 
of which he had ſuch ſtrong apprehenſions, 
he then came to England in purſuit of ber, 
whom he eaſily traced; and on queſtioning 
her about the bags, ſhe readily acknow- 
ledged them; but ſaid her huſband had re- 
ceived the money from a cleryyman, who, 


after much difficulty, he likewiſe traced, 


though he had great reaſon to ſuppoſe it an 
. evaſion, and had ſent a card to him to beg 
his attendance, and he was now preſent ; 
he intreated they would pleaſe ta examine 
the woman ſtrictiy, that if the blood of the 
worthieſt -of men, and his innocent child, 
had been ſpilt, vengeance might be taken. 
Such a ſtory, told with every appearance 
af truth and feeling, could not but have a 
partiſan in the heart of every auditor; and 
the woman being put to the ſame bar, 
— an hour before our heroine ſtood an 
| ; inſtance. 
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inſtance of perſecuted innocence, one of the 
gentlemen magiſtrates exhorted her to be 
careful not to vary from the truth in her ex- 
amination, as circumſtances of a heinous na- 
ture, which had, already come out, would 
be aggravated and confirmed by her prevas 
rications. She was then ſhewn the bags, 
and repeated her ſtory, addiog, the'perſon's 
name, from whom her huſband received 
them, was Dalton : he was on RH gong 
to walk forward. | 

From the inſtant the avaricious 5 
faw.the bags, and heard what was going 
forward; he gave himſelf up for loſt; bur 
when he found, the man who had received 
them of him was dead, and only the hearſay 
evidence of his wife, he wiſely concluded, 
his No, as good as her Ves; be therefore 
| poſitively denied the whole matter : the 
woman perſiſted in her ſtory: he in denying 
it; — when another, to him unwelcome 
ſtranger, made her way throughithe crowd: 
this was Mrs. Clark, who arrived at her 
carried, as we have related; from thence, 
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hearing from the neighbourhood what had 
happened, ſhe. flew to the office; and, 
puſhing through the mob, weeping and la- 
menting, the firſt perſon who ſtruck her 
eyes was Dalton — —_— wot was 
there on behalf of Anna. 

„Ohl thank God,” ſaid ſhe, ner 
© here Where is the dear child? It will kill 
cher — She was all but dead when I left 
her Nothing elſe ſhould have 3 
me home ſo ſoon. 

Mo,“ anſwered Dalton, not a little 
confounded at the appearance of the only 
witneſs that could have been brought 
in the world to car _— on panet 4-2 
«rave? 
Raver ſaid the, 1 700 PEROT to 
| d malte one rave 3 why is not'Mifs Manſet 
ac here?. 30917 DOR 771 £21 CD $91 719028 

Bently, Ae waderfivat her to be 
the friend of his charge, beekoned her to 
him, and the examination went on—the 
woman | begged before her — 

was ſigned, * — 

W370 14) nne 8. 
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She then aſked the Doctor if, ſeventeen 
years ago, he had not laid out ſome money 
on a chapel in Stepney Field??? 

« That he did, poor man,” ad Mrs. 
Clarke; © every body knows that, and 
c how that villain, White, ran away with 
it; I am ſure 1 — dim oy 
*heare/? i © 

A general confubien now for a moment 
enſued the merchant and juſtices were una- 
nimous in calling on Mrs. Clarke for far- 
ther information; but no farther could ſhe 
give; yet it was circumſtantial evidence; 
and Dalton was told he muſt be included 
in the commitment. 
DOrverpowered by guilt and Gat the 
narrow-ſouled: being ſtood for ſome mo- 
ments in ſuſpenſe hen his cunning, which 
generally was his very good friend, taught 
dim a new lefſon he requeſted the court 

might be cleared, and then humbly proſ- 
trating himſelf at the feet of the merchant, 
he confeſſed the whole matter as we have 
before related it; alledged that neither the 
child nor money being claimed, he was 

| tempted 
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tempted to make uſe of it, and having been 
ſo unfortunate as to be cheated by the 
_ rogue, White, he had never acknowledged 
RIAL honey wax not in his your 
to-xepay,, © | 

But where is my child-—where ba 
does ſhe exiſt? Let us go to her,” ſaid 
the merchant, now more nne wen 
b ner ein. 

Dalton was Wegzubieg u eat, when 
reer ſtepping forward, and addreffing 
himſelf to the ſtranger,” ſaid, he would 
made Dalton the trouble of farther relation, 

by informing him, that ſhe had for good 
cCauſes left his houſe, and after defrauding 

der of fourteen hundred pounds, he had 
Aopped her clothes, on the demand of one 
hundred and fifty pounds more for a few 
years board, Which ſum had been actually 
received from a Far eee by whom 
He was fad to be kepr, r. 
46 Ok? my poor girl,“ cried che mer- 
chant; ſhedding tears t but ſhe will ſee 


de her ee eee the" firſt 
„ RGB: > 29 00111199788 le 


err 
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„ eee ee ee 
W hats webs; 3 
. an 286 E 
c Why will you fag to, Sir * TC 
turned he. 
For a yery good rab. he in marie 
«already. Nen "31 ! 


c Wretch,” a #4 un 
turning to Dalton, what en to- 
© anſwer for?? 

Oh, nothing to freak of, * ee 
Bently, „for the truth is, ſhe never was 
kept by the ſaid libertine — that was in- 
et deed nothing to Dalton, he fingered the 
c the money: but come, Sir, if I. reſtare 
your niece, will you engage never th: rob 
5 me of my child ?“ So ſaying, he tetired 
to the room here Anna was, followed by 
the two gentlemen, ſather and ſon, and 
Mrs, Clarke, who immediately embracing 
her, lamented. being neat eee | 
ſuch an indignity had; been offered het. 
But mare intereſting Sata : 

Gn attention of our heroine the mer = 

_ Chant 


* 
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chant burſt into tears the inſtant he ſaw 
her — it was his very ſiſter — there needed 
no. witneſs but her countenance—he ſhould 
have known her from thouſands. 

The young man throwing himſelf at her 
feet in a tranſport, exclaimed, -« it was 
then more than mere paſſion, it was the 
« bleſſed-emanation of blood that fo irre- 
& ſiſtibly drew every faculty of my ſoul to 
my lovely couſin; this, Sir, is the ami- 
s able creature I repreſented to you as my 
e firſt and only love, my charming couſin, 
& will. you not ſpeak to 1 
© tion, your Mordant?“ ; : 

Surprize at thoſe. e was tem- 
pered with a pleaſing expectation of their 
meaning: Anna's heart throbbed with joy 


At the idea of finding at laſt ſomebody who 


would own her. To hear herſelf addreſſed 
as dear. couſin, and as dearer niece, by two 
- ſuck reſpectable characters; to be ocareſſed 
as the likeneſs of an amiable mother, to 
feel herſelf intitled to ties hitherto un- 
knn to her, but which her heart had 
- ſuch an exceſs of 
"us: pleaſure | 


pleaſure, that all the paſt misfortunes, even 
the loſs of Herbert, was forgot. 

Her uncle folded her to his boſom, 
while his ſon, loath for a moment to give 
up his claim of tenderneſs, bathed her 
hands with drops of congenial love and 
warm affection. Mrs. Clark was not forgot 
in the general joy; and Bently affected a 
diſcontent at being thus robbed of her he 
had adopted, under which were viſible be- 
nevolent beams of the moſt heartfelt ſatiſ- 
faction. 

Mr. Mordant * to his niece to 
relies to Mrs. Clarke's till he could procure 
lodgings fit to receive her. — This was op- 
poſed; by Bently, who ſaid Miſs Manfel 
was-engaged to meet ſome ladies at a friend 
of his; Anna looked ſurpriſed, —ſhe knew 
not yet even the means by which he had 
found her; and much leſs could the gueſs 
at the company he talked of; but he was 
too poſitive to be ruled, and too happy to 
be reaſonable; and, therefore, inſiſted on 
the whole group crouding into his coach: 
Oαννντνjꝗ however, was to crown the 

| — 
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wmotning'n adventure; juſt as 'they Andes 
going out, young Edwin entered; he came 
its the utmoſt haſte to relieve Anna from 
the misfortune" in which his ſervant's offi- 


©  cious zeal far his withes had involved her 


Really ſhocked at the oonſequence of an 
act he had applauded, and which, in hopes 
to have his offers of ſervice accepted, had 
' carried hin to her Todgings, he ſet out with 
with a charge of ſo ignotninious-a nature. 
As ſoon as Bently ſaw him, with à very 
ſarcaſtical ſmile, he congratulated him on 
ehuſing to forfeit his - recognizarice rather 
© CI at the horſe - whipping affair; 
and begged to have the honour of repaying 
him the hundred and fifty pounds he had 
o generouſly mec e for I Ts 
clothes to Dalton. 

« Why, ſurely," aid the elder Mor- 
* dant, Mr. Edwin cannot be the perſon 
© who did it? 
There he is,” ſaid Bently, „if his 
infamous plans had (ſucceeded, which, 
dad n rn _ he is too much 
Ret 2 L 2 of 
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t of a Welſhman to deny a fact he would 


cut your throat for charging him with.” 
Really, Sir,” anſwered Edwin, . with 


« a ſcornful frown, your language is unin- 


ce telligible to me.” 
% May be ſo, may be ſo, anſwered 
Bently, © it is plain Engliſh though; © but 
« ] have no time to throw away — come, 
Madam,“ taking Anna's hand from her 
uncle, © lead 856 nenen. 
A riage.” 
Edwin, all aſtoniſhed, —— 
Mordant, who, with a very ill grace, ſuf- 
fered the happy party to probeed without 


him, while he went into a tavern to re- 


count particulats, which in every part cut 

his auditor to the ſoul, and then followed 

his father by the directions Bently gave 
him, to Mrs, Wenn in e. 
ſquare. | 
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Ir now mae to ae the — of 

the happy accident which brought about 

this event with reſpect to Bently. I have 
_ before ſaid; he made a ſtrict, and the reader 
will conclude; a fruitleſs ſearch after Anna. 
He returned to the Abbey in the utmoſt 
dejection of ſpirit at his diſappointment, 
When Mrs. Wellers ſent for him to give 
him what farther particulars ſhe had heard 
of our Heroine, What appeared to her an 
ine rplicable myſtery. was immediately, de- 
veloped by him, who knew well the founder 
of her diſgrace at Melmoth Lodge, her 
accuſer at Lady Edwin's, and her perſe- 
cutor at Layton, was one and the ſame 
| perſon.” So rooted, indeed, was his con- 


tempt and hatred for that Nobleman, that 
| * «Eid 1: 5 2 bb OPT, © 


n 20 . 


no crime appeared to him too black to be 
. perpetrated by him; and Anna's refuſal to 
become his wife, while it added to her 
credit in the opinion of Mrs. Wellers, en · 
deared her to his ſoul. — He heard, with 
indignation, the farther reports from the 
Daltons of Edwin's paying their demand. 
and poſſeſſing himſelf of her cloaths, hut 
rightly concluding, though he had before 
watched that young man in all, his ma- 

neeuvres without ſucceſs, that he muſt 
now have acquired ſome. knowledge of 
her, he ſet off for London; and having 
again ſct his ſpy to work, learnt (although, 
it being while Wilkinſon was in town, the 
maſter did not ſee her he was in ſearch of) 
that his favaurite man took very frequent 
journeys. into the city, it one day entered his 
head to watch him, and having lodgedhim at 
Clarke's, went to the oppoſite ſide to a ſnuff 
Mop, in order to ſind out what people kept 
the houſe ; the anſwer he received being 
only, that it Was an old woman and her 
daughter, and the man who had guſt 604 
tered was ſweetheart to the. latter, ba 
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was on the point of going off, ſatisfied 
this was not the road to his wiſhed- diſco- 
very, when happening to look up, he ſaw 
Anna removing à blind from the window, 
which, as the day was ſhutting: in, ob- 
ructed the light, and ſit down at her 
frame to work, be retteated back almoſt 
ſtagnated. Too likely, now, even to him, 
were the reports to her diſad vantage; in- 
deed if Edwin kept her, it was not proba- 
ble his large fortune and ſmall ftock of 
prudence would have fixed on ſuch a ſitua- 
lately married; and ſecrecy oa that account 
might be neceſſary: — in a word, he had 
almoſt given her up, when the nne, 
the ſhop, addreſſing her huſband, remarked 
how- induſtrious) that poor fick young 
woman was. Ske is now,“ added ſne, 
i poting between the lights, no wonder 
* ſhe looks ſo ill; poor thing, 1 am ſure 
«* ſhe does not cat the bread of idleneſs. 
This caught his attention and ſeeing a 
bil for a two pair of ſtairs front room to 
be let to à ſingle man, he immediately 

1 8 | took 
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took it: and mounting his new lodging, 
had then watched our heroine, till he was 
convinced her own labour | ſupported, her, 
as he overlooked: her whenever he pleaſed» 
- Satisfied with his obſervations, and 
knowing ſhe was an orphan, himſelf being 
childleſs, and without à relation in tha 
world, OP tary the reſolu - 
tion of adopting her, and went to Layton 
to communicate his diſcoveries. and i e | 
tions to Mrs. Wellers. 
— 2 — 
maſter ſuch a proof of his dexterity, it was 
agreed Mr. Bently ſhould go to Anna in the 
morning, make known his intention, and 
bring her to young Mrs. Wellers', where 
Mrs. Wellers was to meet them to dinner, 
and take our heroine home with her till 
Mr. Bently ſhould regulate his houſe (now 
z mere batchelor's) fit to receive a miſtreſa, 
and procure à companion for her of ſuch 
reputation as might prevent the buſy 
and — from glaneing at 
Wen en e to ria owns ob Hid) 
(EIRLDIIT 425 in ogni = nal We 
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The mutual pleaſure the meeting at 
Mr. Wellers gave our heroine, and a lady 
told. When the tranſactions of the morn- 
ing, and the happy concluſions with Mr. 
Mordant's ſtory, which Anna had not be- 
fore heard, were repeated, even Mr. Wel- 
lers, with all his apathy, was affected; 
Anna threw herſelf into her uncle's arms, 
in expreſſive, though ſpeechleſs acknow-- 
ledgements, for his kind and unweatied- ſos: 
lieitude to diſcover her, which had the 
greater merit, as he declared half his for · 
tune was, in juſtice, hers. It now came to- 
Anna's turn to be the relator ; every heart 
of the preſent auditors, Mr. Wellers only 
excepted, - who, for the generality, had-no 
keart at all, was actuated by the ſame 
ſpring, univerſal benevolence, and kind- 
neſs to all their ſellow ereatures. When, 
of this innocent young woman came to 
be. exhibired. by the voice of truth, could: 
they be leſs than affected? No eye was dry, 
no heart but rare the tribute due to ſuch 
|  uamerited. | 


ANNA 8} as 
unmerited ſorrow, nor any one but felt, 
with an exceſs of pleaſure; the happy 
change in her affairs. Mrs. Wellers in- 
fiſted, and Mr. Mordant conſented, Auna 
ſhould go home with her till ſhe could be 
ſettled, — Bently hallowed, ſung, whiſtled, 
and wept all the way home ; his exertion 
of- ſpirit, indeed, was not to. be wondered 
at, ſince, for the firſt time he had tafted any 
thing but water for twenty years, he had 
drank a pint bumper of claret. At parting, 
Mr. Mordant put into his niece's hand a 
pocket book, ir which were two thouſand: 

pounds in bank notes, — © Reward, my 
« love,” ſaid he, your friends, and hum- 
te ble your enemies, by ſhewing them leſ- 
<« ſons of true generoſity; all narrow re- 

% ſentments are now beneath you; you 

care yet ignorant of the rank you are 
ti entitled to; munificence and greatneſs 
- «of ſoul are the hereditary rights of 
ct your blood; and Providence has amply” 
ſupplied you with the means of being 
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thoſe kind admonitions he left her, | 


"tively refuſing his conſent to his ſon” s 
attending her to Layton, as he caraeſtly 
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